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LETTERS 

F  R  O  M  A 

FARMER,  &c. 

LETTER  I. 

My  dear  Countrymen,  \ 

I  A  M  a  Farmer ,  fettled,  after  a  variety  of  fortunes,  near  the 
banks  of  the  river  Delaware,  in  the  province  of  Penn - 
Jylvania .  I  received  a  liberal  education,  and  have  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  bufy  fcenes  of  life  ;  but  am  now  convinced, 
that  a  man  may  be  as  happy  without  buttle,  as  with  it.  My 
farm  is  fmall ;  my  fervants  are  few,  and  good  ;  I  have  a  little 
money  at  intereft  ;  I  wifh  for  no  more  ;  my  employment  in  my 
own  affairs  is  eafy  ;  and  with  a  contented  grateful  mind,  undi- 
fturbed  by  worldly  hopes  or  fears,  relating  to  myfelf,  I  am  corn- 
pleating  the  number  of  days  allotted  to  me1  by  divine  goodnefs. 

Being  generally  matter  of  my  time,  I  fpend  a  good  deal  of  it  in 
a  library,  which  I  think  the  moft  valuable  part  of  my  fmall  eftate ; 
and  being  acquainted  with  two  or  three  gentlemen  of  abilities  and 
learning,  who  honor  me  with  their  friendfhip,  I  have  acquired,  I 
believe,  a  greater  knowledge  in  hittory,  and  the  laws  and  conttitu- 
tion  of  my  country,  than  is  generally  attained  by  men  of  njy  clafs, 
many  of  them  not  being  fo  fortunate  as  I  have  been  in  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  getting  information.  1 

From  my  infancy  I  was  taught  to  love  humanity  and  liberty . 
Enquiry  and  experience  have  fince  confirmed  my  reverence  for  the 
leffons  then  given  me,  by  convincing  me  more  fully  of  their  truth 
and  excellence.  Benevolence  towards  mankind,  excites  wifhes  for 
their  welfare,  and  fuch  wilhes  endear  the  means  of  fulfilling  them. 
Phefe  can  be  found  in  liberty  only,  and  therefore  her  facred  caufe 
outfit  to  be  efpoufed  by  ever/  man,  on  every  occafion,  to  the  ut-  • 
mott  of  his  power.  As  a  charitable,  but  poor  perfon  does  not 
withhold  his  mite,  becaufe  he  cannot  relieve  all  the  dittrettes  of  the 
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miferable,  fo  Ihould  not  any  honeft  man  fupprefs  his  fentiments 
concerning  freedom,  however  fmall  their  influence  is  likely  to  be. 
Perhaps  he  “  may  touch  fome  wheel,  *  ”  that  will  have  an  effed 
greater  than  he  could  reafonably  exped. 

These  being  my  fentiments,  I  am  encouraged  to  offer  to  you, 
my  countrymen,  my  thoughts  on  fome  late  tranfadions,  that  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  to  be  of  the  utmofl:  importance  to  you.  Confcious  of 
my  own  defeats,  I  have  waited  fome  time,  in  expedation  of  feeing 
the  fubjed  treated  by  perfons  much  better  qualified  for  the  talk  ; 
but  being  therein  difappointed,  and  apprehenfive  that  longer  de¬ 
lays  will  be  injurious,  I  venture  at  length  to  requefl:  the  attention 
of  the  public,  praying,  that  thefe  lines  may  be  read  with  the  fame 
zeal  for  the  happinefs  of  Britijh  America,  with  which  they  were  wrote. 

With  a  good  deal  of  furprize  I  have  obferved,  that  little  no¬ 
tice  has  been  taken  of  an  ad  of  parliament,  as  injurious  in  its 
principle  to  the  liberties  of  thefe  colonies,  as  the  Stamp- Ad  was  : 
I  mean  the  ad  for  fufpending  the  legiflation  of  New -York. 

The  affembly  of  that  government  complied  with  a  former  ad 
of  parliament,  requiring  certain  provifions  to  be  made  for  the 
troops  in  America ,  in  every  particulir,  I  think,  except  the  articles 
of  fait,  pepper  and  vinegar.  In  my  opinion  they  aded  impru¬ 
dently,  confidering  all  circumllances,  in  not  complying  fo  far  as 
would  have  given  fatisfadion,  as  feveral  colonies  did  :  But  my  dif- 
like  of  their  condud  in  that  inftance,  has  not  blinded  me  fo  much, 
that  I  cannot  plainly  perceive,  that  they  have  been  punilhed  in  a 
manner  pernicious  to  American  freedom,  and  juflly  alarming  to  all 
the  colonies. 

If  the  Britijh  parliament  has  a  legal  authority  to  iffue  an  order, 
that  we  fhall  furnilh  a  Angle  article  for  the  troops  here,  and  to 
compel  obedience  to  that  order,  they  have  the  fame  right  to  iffue 
an  order  for  us  to  fupply  thofe  troops  with  arms,  cloaths,  and 
every  neceffary  ;  and  to  compel  obedience  to  that  order  alfo  ;  in 
fhort,  to  lay  any  bunt  hens  they  pleafe  upon  us.  What  is  this  but 
taxing  us  at  a  certain  J'urn ,  and  leaving  to  us  only  the  manner  of 
raifing  it  ?  How  is  this  mode  more  tolerable  than  the  Stamp- Ad  ? 
W ould  that  ad  have  appeared  more  pleaAng  to  Americans ,  if  being 
ordered  thereby  to  raife  the  Aim  total  of  the  taxes,  the  mighty  pri¬ 
vilege  had  been  left  to  them,  of  faying  how  much  Ihould  be  paid 
for  an  inftrument  of  writing  on  paper,  and  how  much  for  another 
on  parchment  ? 

An  ad  of  parliament,  commanding  us  to  do  a  certain  thing,  if 
it  has  any  validity,  is  a  tax  upon  us  for  the  expence  that  accrues 
in  complying  with  it ;  and  for  this  reafon,  I  believe,  every  colony 
on  the  continent,*  that  chofe  to  give  a  mark  of  their  refped  for 
Great-Britain,  in  complying  with  the  ad  relating  to  the  troops, 

cautioullv 
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cautioufly  avoided  the  mention  of  that  aft,  left  their  conduit  fhould 

be  attributed  to  its  fuppofed  obligation. 

The  matter  being  thus  ftated,  the  affembly  of  New-York  either 
had,  or  had  not,  a  right  to  refufe  fubmiftion  to  that  ait.  If  they 
had  and  I  imagine  no  American  will  fay  they  had  not,  then  the 
parliament  had  «*  right  to  compel  them  to  execute  it.  If  they  had 
not  this  right ,  they  had  no  right  to  punilh  them  for  not  executing 
it;  and  therefore  »0  right  to  fufpend  their  legiflation,  which  is  a 
punifhment.  In  faft,  if,  the  people  of  Nenv-Tork  cannot  be  ega  y 
taxed  but  by  their  own  reprefentatives,  they  cannot  be  legally 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  legiftation,  only  for  infilling  on  that 
exclufive  privilege  of  taxation.  If  they  may  be  legally  deprived^ 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  of  the  privilege  of  legiflation,  why  may  they  not, 
with  equal  reafon,  be  deprived  of  every  other  privilege .  Or  w  r/ 
may  not  every  colony  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  when  any  o 
them  lhall  dare  to  deny  their  alfent  to  any  lmpoiitions,  that  lh all 
be  direfted  ?  Or  what  fignifies  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp- Art,  it  theie 
colonies  are  to  lofe  their  other  privileges,  by  not  tamely  furrender- 

in?  that  of  taxation  ?  ,  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  •  , 

There  is  one  confideration  arifing  from  this  fufpenfion,  which 

is  not  generally  attended  to,  but  Ihews  its  importance  very  clearly. 

It  was  not  ntctjfary  that  this  fufpenfion  Ihould  be  caufed  by  an  aft 
of  parliament.  The  crown  might  have  reftrained  the  governor  of 
New-Yori ,  even  from  calling  the  affembly  together,  by  us  P'Cro- 
gative  in  the  royal  governments.  'This  Hep,  I  fuppofe,  wouc 
have  been  taken,  if  the  conduft  of  the  affembly  of  New-Tork  had 
been  regarded  as  an  aft  of  difobedience  to  the  crown  alone ;  but  it 
is  regarded  as  an  aft  of  f  “  difobedience  to  the  authority  ol  the 
British  legislature.”  This  gives  the  fufpenfion  a  confe- 
quence  vaftly  more  affefting.  It  is  a  parliamentary  aflertion  o.  the 
Supreme  authority  of  the  Britijb  legiflature  over  thefe  colonies,  in  the 
J Joint  of  taxation ,  and  is  intended  to  compel  New-Tork  into  a  <uh- 
miflion  to  that  authority.  It  feems  therelore  to  me  as  much  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  that  province  and  conle- 
quently  of  all  thefe  colonies,  as  if  the  parliament  had  font  a  num¬ 
ber  of  reo-iments  to  be  quartered  upon  them  till  they  Ihould  comp!) . 
For  it  is  evident,  that  the  fufpenfion  is  meant  as  a  ccmfuljton  ;  and 
the  method  of  compelling  is  totally  indifferent  It  is  indeed  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  fight  of  red  coats,  and  the  hearing  ol  drums, 
would  have  been  mod  alarming  ;  becaufe  people  are  generally  more 
influenced  by  their  eyes  and  ears,  than  by  their  reafon.  But  who¬ 
ever  ferioufly  conflders  the  matter,  muff  perceive  that  a  dream ul 
ftroke  is  aimed  at  the  liberty  of  thefe  colonies.  I  fay,  o.  thefe 
colonies ;  for  the  caufe  of  one  is  the  caufe  of  all.  1/  the  parlia¬ 
ment  may  lawfully  deprive  New-York  of  any  of  her  rights,  it  may 
deprive  any,  or  all  the  other  colonies  of  their  rights ;  and  nothing 

*  C3.fl 
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tTonPtS  r°fmUf  T°U‘aSe  fuch  attcmPts>  •»  a  mutual  inatten- 

is  the  7  1  re  S  °f-eac-h  0ther-  To  dicvide’  and  thus  to  deftroy 

their  uniorf°  H?  attackmg  thofe,  who  are  powerful  by 

.  Hf  certainly  is  not  a  wife  man,  who  folds  his  arms> 

tI  1,  P°  Jl!I"fc!f  at  home,  viewing,  with  unconcern,  the  flames’ 
that  have  invaded  his  neighbour’s  houfe,  without  ufino-  any  endea- 

for  Three  <?/,;//•  a  r  *  lCn  Mr*  Hampden  s  fhip  money  caufe. 
Shillings  and  Four-pence,  was  tried,  all  the  people  of  England 

with  anxious  expedition,  interefted  themfelves  in  the  important 

deciflon ;  and  when  the  flighteft  point,  touching  the  freedom  of 

*  7lo7’  Is /gitated,  I  earneftly  wilh,  that  all  the  reft  may  with 

ArdKr’  [U,pp0rt  their  Mer‘  Vwy  much  may  befaid  on  this 
nbjea  ,  but  I  hope,  more  at  prefent  is  unneceflary. 

.  I^H  co*}cern  I  have  obferved,  that  two  afTemblies  of  this  Drr 
vmee  have  fat  and  adjourned,  without  taking  any  notice  of  diis 

the*  PerliaPs  heafked,  what  would  have  been  proper  for 

S  them  raft  7u°imrans  fo"d  of  inflammatory  meafures ;  I 

whkh  min  iuftlv°HU M  br  r0nVh3t-any  ftotdd  ^  done. 

But  a  firms  J  j  X  dlfPle.ali  °F  Sovereign,  or  our  mother  country  •  ' 

ini  on  erxemo\of  a  fpirit,  ihould  never  be  want- 

rf  f  JP“b be  occafions.  It  appears  to  me,  that  it  would  have 

prefent  to^the  K’  rJfafIy’  f°  have  ordered  our  agents  to  re- 
preientto  the  King  s  mimilers,  their  fenfe  of  the  fufpendinsr  aft 

and  t°  pray  for  its  repeal.  Thus  we  Ihould  have  borne  ou^telH- 

y  againft  it;  and  might  therefore  reafonably  expeft  that  on 

cion! e°rfi°n’  We  might  reCeive  t!ae  fame  aiT.Ha/ce7om  toother 

Concordia  res  par^jee  crefcunt. 

Small  things  grow  great  by  concord. 

*  NoV‘  5-  A  F  A  R  M  E  R. 

*  The  day  of  King  Whlia m  the  Third’s  landing. 
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LETTER 
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My  dear  Countrymen, 

There  is  another  late  ad  of  parliament,  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  unconftitutional,  and  as  deftru&ive  to  the  li¬ 
berty  of  thefe  colonies,  as  that  mentioned  in  my  lalt  let¬ 
ter  ;  that  is,  the  ad  for  granting  the  duties  on  paper,  glafs,  &c. 

The  parliament  unqueftionably  pofleffes  a  legal  authority  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  trade  of  Great-Britain ,  and  all  her  colonies.  Such  an 
authority  is  eflential  to  the  relation  between  a  mother  country  and 
her  colonies ;  and  neceflary  for  the  common  good  of  all.  He, 
who  confiders  thefe  provinces  as  dates  diftind  from  the  Britifo  Em¬ 
pire,  has  very  ilender  notions  of  juft  ice,  or  of  their  inter  efts .  We 
are  but  parts  cf  a  whole ;  and  therefore  there  mud  exid  a  power 
fomewhere  to  predde,  and  preferve  the  connedion  in  due  order. 
This  power  is  lodged  in  the  parliament;  and  we  are  as  much  de¬ 
pendent  on  Great-Britain,  as  a  perfedly  free  people  can  be  on  ' 
another. 

I  have  looked  over  every  ftatute  relating  to  thefe  colonies,  from 
their  fird  fettlement  to  this  time ;  and  I  find  every  one  of  them 
founded  on  this  principle,  till  the  St  amp- Aft  adminidration  *.  All 

before, 

*  For  the  fatisfaftion  of. the  reader,  recitals  from  the  former  afts  of  parlia¬ 
ment  relating  to  thefe  colonies  are  added.  By  comparing  thefe  with  the  modern 
a£b,  he  will  perceive  their  great  difference  in  expreffion  and  intention. 

The  12th  Cba.  Chap.  18,  which  forms  the  foundation  of  the  laws  relating 
to  our  trade,  by  enafting  that  certain  productions  of  the  colonies  fhould  be  car¬ 
ried  to  England  only,  and  that  no  goods  fhall  be  imported  from  the  plantation# 
but  in  fhips  belonging  to  England ,  Ireland ,  Wales,  Berwick,  or  the  Plantation,, 
&c.  begins  thus  :  “  For  the  increafe  of  Jhipping,  and  encouragement  of  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  tbit  nation ,  wherein,  under  the  good  providence  and  protcftion^of 
GOD ,  the  wealth,  fafety,  and  ftrength  of  this  kingdom  is  fo  much  con¬ 
cerned,”  &fc. 

The  15th  Cba.  II.  Chap.  7,  enforcing  the  fame  regulation,  afligns  thefe  rea- 
fons  for  it.  «  In  regard  his  Majefty’s  plantations,  beyond  the  feas,  are  inha¬ 
bited  and  peopled  by  his  fubjefts  of  this  his  kingdom  of  England',  for  the 
maintaining  a  greater  cori-efpendence  and  kindnefs  between  them,  and  keeping  them 
in  a  firmer  dependence  upon  it,  and  rendering  them  yet  more  beneficial  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  unto  it,  in  the  further  employment  and  increafe  of  Engliih  Jhipping  and 
Seamen ,  vent  of  Englifh  woollen,  and  other  manufaftures  and  commodities,  ren¬ 
dering  the  navigation  to  and  from  the  fame  more  fafe  and  cheap,'  and  making  thi$ 
kingdom  z  flap  le,  not  only  of  the  commodities  of  thofe  plantations,  but  alfo &f  the 
commodities  of  other  countries  and  places  for  the  fupp  lying  of  them',  and  it  being 
the  ufage  of  other  nations  to  keep  their  plantations  trade  to  themfelves,”  &e. 

The  25th  Cba.  II.  Chap.  7,  made  exprefly  “  for  the  better  fecuring  the  planta¬ 
tion  trade ,”  which  impofes  duties  on  certain  commodities  exported  from  one 
colony  to  another,  mentions  this  caufe  for  impofmg  them  :  “  Whereas  by  one 
aft,  palled  in  the  12th  year  of  your  Majefly’s  reign,  intituled,  An  aft  for  en¬ 
couragement  °f  flipping  and  navigation,  and  by  ieveral  other  laws,  palled  fince 

that 
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before ,  are  calculated  to  regulate  trade,  and  preferve  or  promote  a 
mutually  beneficial  intercourfe  between  the  feveral  conftituent  parts 
of  the  empire  ;  and  though  many  of  them  impofed  duties  on  trade, 
yet  thofe  duties  were  always  impofed  with  defign  to  reftrain  the 
commerce  of  one  part,  that  was  injurious  to  another,  and  thus  to 

promote 

that  time,  it  is  permitted  to  /hip,  &c .  fugars,  tobacco,  &c.  of  the  growth,  &c. 
of  any  of  your  Majefty’s  plantations  in  America ,  &c.  from  the  places  of  their 
growth,  &V.  to  any  other  of  your  Majefty’s  plantations  in  thofe  parts,  &c. 
and  that  without  paying  cujlom  for  the  fame ,  either  at  the  lading  or  unlading  the 
faid  commodities,  by  means  whereof  the  trade  and  navigation  in  thofe  commo¬ 
dities,  from  one  plantation  to  another,  is  greatly  increased,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  divers  of  thofe  colonies,  not  contenting  tbemfelves  with  being  f applied  with  tbcfe 
commodities  for  their  own  ufe,  free  from  all  cufoms  (while  the  fubjefts  of  this  your 
kingdom  of  England  have  paid  great  cuftoms  and  impofitions  for  what  of  them 
hath  been  fpent  here)  but ,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  letter  of  the  aforesaid  laws,  have 
brought  into  divers  parts  of  Europe  great  quantities  thereof,  and  do  alfo  vend  great 
quantities  thereof  to  the  /hipping  of  other  nations,  who  bring  them  into  divers 
parts  of  Europe ,  to  the  great  hurt  and  diminution  of  your  Majefty’s  cuftoms, 
and  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  your  kingdom  j  For  the  prevention 

THEREOF,  <Sfc. 

The  7th  and  Sth  Will.  III.  Chap,  22,  intituled,  (i  An  aft  for  preventing 
frauds,  and  regulating  abufes  in  the  plantation  trade,”  recites  that,  i(  notwith- 
lfanding  divers  afts,  &c.  great  abufes  are  daily  committed  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Engli/h  navigation,  and  the  lofs  of  a  great  part  xf  the  plantation  trade  to  this  king¬ 
dom,  by  the  artifce  and  cunning  of  ill  difpofed  perfons j  For  remedy  where¬ 
of,  &c.  And  whereas  in  fome  of  his  Majefty’s  American  plantations,  a  doubt 
or  mifconftruftion  has  arifen  upon  the  before  mentioned  aft,  made  in  the  25th 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  whereby  certain  duties  are  laid  upon  the 
commodities  therein  enumerated  (which  by  law  may  be  tranfported  from  one 
plantation  to  another,  for  the  fupply  of  each  others  wants)  as  if  the  fame  were, 
by  the  payment  of  thofe  duties  in  one  plantation,  difcharged  from  giving  the 
fecurities  intended  by  the  aforefaid  afts,  made  in  the  12th,  22d  and  23d  years 
of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  II.  and  confequently  be  at  liberty  to  go  to  any 
foreign  market  in  Europe ,”  &c. 

The  6th  Anne,  Chap.  37,  reciting  the  advancement  of  trade,  and  encourage¬ 
ment  of  /hips  of  war,  grants  to  the  captors  the  property  of  all  prizes  car¬ 
ried  into  America,  fubjeft  to  fuch  cuftoms  and  duties,  as  if  the  fame  had  been 
firft  imported  into  any  part  of  Great-Britain ,  and  from  thence  exported,  6fr. 

This  was  a  gift  to  perfons  aEling  under  ccmmijjions  from  the  crown ,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  was  reafonable  that  the  terms  prefcribed  in  that  gift,  /hould  be  complied 
with— more  efpecially  as  the  payment  of  fuch  duties  was  intended  to  give  a 
preference  to  the  produftions  of  Britifo  colonies,  over  thofe  of  other  colonies. 
However  being  found  inconvenient  to  the  colonies,  about  four  years  afterwards, 
this  aft  was,  for  that  reafon,  fo  far  repealed,  that  by  another  aft  “  all  prize 
goods,  imported  into  any  part  of  Great-Britain,  from  any  of  the  plantations, 
■were  made  liable  to  fuch  duties  only  in  Great-Britain ,  as  in  cafe  they  had  been 
of  the  growth  and  produce  of  the  plantations.” 

The  6th  Geo.  II.  Chap.  13,  which  impofes  duties  on  foreign  rum,  fugar  and 
mela/l'es,  imported  into  the  colonies,  /hews  the  reafons  thus— Whereas  the 
welfare  and  profperity  of  your  Majefty’s  fugar  colonies  in  America ,  are  of  the 
greateft  confequence  and  importance  to  the  trade,  navigation  and  Jlrer.gtb  of  this 
kingdom;  and  whereas  the  planters  of  the  faid  fugar  colonies,  have  of  late 
years  fallen  into  fuch  great  difcouragemcnts,  that  they  are  unable  to  improve  or 
carry  on  the  fugar  trade,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  foreign  fugar  colonies, 
without  fome  advantage  and  relief  be  given  to  them  from  Great-Britain:  For  re¬ 
medy 
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promote  the  general  welfare.  The  railing  a  revenue  thereby  was 
never  intended.  Tl  hus  the  King,  by  his  judges  in  his  courts  of 
juftice,  impofes  lines,  which  all  together  amount  to  a  very  confi- 
derable  fum,  and  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  government  :  But 
this  is  merely  a  confequence  arifing  from  reftri&ions,  that  only 
meant  to  keep  peace,  and  prevent  confufion ;  and  furely  a  man 
would  argue  very  loofely,  who  Ihould  conclude  from  hence,  that 
the  King  has  a  right  to  levy  money  in  general  upon  his  fubjedts. 
Never  did  the  Britijh  parliament,  till  the  period  above  mentioned, 
think  of  impofing  duties  in  America,  for  the  purpose  O.f 
raising  a  revenue.  Mr.  Greenville  firft  introduced  this  lan? 
guage,  in  the  preamble  to  the  4th  of  Geo.  III.  Chap.  15,  which  ha$ 
thefe  words— “  And  whereas  it  is  jull  and  necelfary  that  a  reve¬ 
nue  BE  RAISED  IN  YOUR  MAJESTY^  SAID  DOMINIONS  IN  A  Mgr 
r  1  c  a  ,  for  defraying  the  expence s  cf  defending ,  pretexting,  and Jecuring 
the  fame  ;  We  your  Majelly’s  molt  dutiful  and  loyal  lubje&s,  thje 
commons  of  Great-Britain,  in  parliament  alfembled,  being 
defirous  to  make  fome  provifion  in  this  prefent  felfion  of  parliament, 

TOWARDS  RAISING  THE  SAID  REVENUE  IN  AMERICA,  have  TC- 

folved  to  give  and  grant  unto  your  Majelty  the  feveral  rates  an^ 
duties  herein  after  mentioned, ”  &c. 

A  few  months  after  came  the  Stamp- Aft,  which  reciting  this, 

proceeds  in  the  fame  Itrange  mode  of  expreflion,  thus - “  And 

whereas  it  is  juft  and  necelfary,  that  provifion  be  made  for  rai¬ 
sing  A  FURTHER  REVENUE  WITHIN  YOUR  MAJESTY’S  DOMI¬ 
NIONS  in  America,  towards  defraying  the  /aid  expence  s,  we  your 
Majelty’s  molt  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  commons  of 
Great-Britain,  &c.  give  and  grant,”  IAc.  as  before. 

The  laft  a<5t,  granting  duties  upon  paper,  lAc.  carefully  purfues 
thefe  modern  precedents.  The  preamble  is,  “  Whereas  it  is  ex? 
pedient  that  a  revenue  should  be  raised  in  your  Maje¬ 
sty’s  dominions  in  America,  for  making  a  more  certain  and 
adequate  provifion  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  adminift ration  of 
jufice ,  and  the  Jupport  of  civil  government  infuch  provinces ,  where 
it  Jhall  he  found  necejfary  ;  and  towards  the  further  defraying  the 
expences  of  defending ,  protecting  and  fecuring  the  Jaid  dominions ,  we 
your  Majelty’s  molt  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the  commons  of 
Great-Britain,  IAc.  give  and  grant,”  &c .  as  before. 

Here  we  may  obferve  an  authority  exprefy  claimed  and  exerted 
to  impofe  duties  on  thefe  colonies ;  not  for  the  regulation  of  trade 

B  not 

medy  whereof,  and  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  your  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  SUBJECTS,”  <£?C. 

The  29th  Ges.  II.  Chap.  26,  and  the  ill  Geo .  III.  Chap.  9,  which  continue 
the  6th  Geo.  II.  Chap.  13,  declare,  that  the  faid  hath,  by  experience,  been 
found  ufeful  and  beneficial ,  &c.  Thefe  are  all  the  mod  confiderable  flatu  es  re¬ 
lating  to  the  commerce  of  the  colonies  ;  and  it  is  thought  to  be  utterly  unne- 
ceffary  to  add  any  obfervations  to  thefe  extracts,  to  prove  that  tbe^  were  *li 
intended  Jolely  as  regulations  of  trade.  * 


not  for  the  prefervation  or  promotion  of  a  mutually  beneficial  in¬ 
tercourse  between  the  Several  conftituent  parts  of  the  empire,  here¬ 
tofore  the  foie  objeds  of  parliamentary  inftitutions  ;  but  for  the 
fngle  purpnfe  of  levying  money  upon  us. 

This  I  call  an  *  innovation  ;  and  a  moil  dangerous  innovation. 
It  may  perhaps  be  objected,  that  Great-Britain  has  a  right  to  lay 
what  duties  ihe  pleafes  upon  her  f  exports,  and  it  makes  no  dif¬ 
ference  to  us,  whether  they  are  paid  here  or  there. 

To  this  I  anfwer.  Thefe  colonies  require  many  things  for 
their  ufe,  which  the  laws  of  Great-Britain  prohibit  them  from 
getting  any  where  but  from  her.  Such  are  paper  and  glafs. 

That  we  may  legally  be  bound  to  pay  any  general  duties  on 
thefe  commodities  relative  to  the  regulation  of  trade,  is  granted  ; 
but  we  being  obliged  by  her  laws  to  take  them  from  Great-Britainy 
any  f pedal  duties  impofed  on  their  exportation  to  us  only ,  with  in¬ 
tention  to  raife  a  revenue  from  us  only ,  are  as  much  taxes  upon  us, 
as  thofe  impofed  by  the  Stamp- Ad . 

What  is  the  difference  in Jubftance  and  right ,  whether  the  fame 
fum  is  raffed  upon  us  by  the  rates  mentioned  in  the  Stamp- Ad ,  on 
the  ufe  of  paper,  or  by  thefe  duties,  on  the  importation  of  it.  It  is 
only  the  edition  of  a  former  book,  drifting  a  Sentence  from  the 
end  to  the  beginning. 

Suppose  the  duties  were  made  payable  in  Great-Britain  ? 

It  Signifies  nothing  to  us,  whether  they  are  to  be  paid  here  or 
there.  Had  the  Stamp- Ad  directed,  that  all  the  paper  fhould  be 
landed  at  Florida ,  and  the  duties  paid  there,  before  it  was  brought 
to  the  Britijh  colonies,  would  the  a£t  have  raifed  lefs  money  upon 
us,  or  have  been  lefs  deftrublive  of  our  rights  ?  By  no  means  : 
For  as  we  were  under  a  neceffity  of  ufmg  the  paper,  we  fhould 
have  been  under  the  neceffity  of  paying  the  duties.  Thus,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  a  like  necejfity  will  fubjedt  us,  if  this  a£l  continues  in 
force,  to  the  payment  of  the  duties  now  impofed. 

Why  was  the  Stamp- Ad  then  fo  pernicious  to  freedom?  It  did 
not  enabl,  that  every  man  in  the  colonies  fiould  buy  a  certain 

quantity 

*  <f  It  is  worthy  obfervation  how  quietly  fubfidies,  granted  in  forms  ufaal 
and  accujlomable  (though  heavy)  are  borne  $  fuch  a  power  hath  ufe  and  Cuftom. 
On  the  other  fide,  what  difeontentments  and  difturbances  fubfidies  framed  in  a 
new  mould  do  raife  (such  an  inbred  hatred  novelty  doth  hatch) 
is  evident  by  examples  of  former  times.”  Lord  Coke's  2d  Inftitute,  p.  33. 

-j-  Some  people  think  that  Great-Britain  has  the  fame  right  to  impofe  duties 
on  the  exports  to  thefe  colonies,  as  on  the  exports  to  Spain  and  Portugal ,  &c. 
Such  perfons  attend  fo  much  to  the  idea  of  exportation,  that  they  entirely  drop 
that  of  the  connection  between  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies.  If  Great-Britain 
had  always  claimed,  and  exercifed  an  authority  to  compel  Spain  and  Portugal  to 
import  manufactures  from  her  only,  the  cafes  would  be  parallel  :  But  as  the 
never  pretended  to  fuch  a  right,  they  are  at  liberty  get  them  where  they  pleafe  ; 
and  if  they  chufe  to  take  them  from  her,  rather  than  from  other  nations,  they 
voluntarily  content  to  pay  the  duties  impofed  on  them. 
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quantity  of  paper— No:  It  only  direded,  that  no  inftrument  of 
writing  Ihould  be  valid  in  law,  if  not  made  on  ftamped  paper,  &c. 

The  makers  of  that  ad  knew  full  well,  that  the  confufions 
that  would  arife  from  the  difufe  of  writings,  would  compel  the 
colonies  to  ufe  the  ftamped  paper,  and  therefore  to  pay  the  taxes 
impofed.  For  this  reafon  the  St  amp- Ad  was  faid  to  be  a  law 
THAT  WOULD  execute  itself.  For  the  very  fame  reafon,  the 
laft  ad  of  parliament,  if  it  is  granted  to  have  any  force  here, 
will  execute  itself,  and  will  be  attended  with  the  very 
fame  confequences  to  American  liberty. 

Some  perfons  perhaps  may  fay,  that  this  ad  lays  us  under  no 
neceffity  to  pay  the  duties  impofed,  becaufe  we  may  ourfelves 
manufadure  the  articles  on  which  they  are  laid  ;  whereas  by  the 
Stamp- Ad  no  inftrument  of  writing  could  be  good,  unlefs  made 
on  Britijh  paper,  and  that  too  ftamped. 

Such  an  objedion  amounts  to  no  more  than  this,  that  the  in¬ 
jury  refulting  to  thefe  colonies,  from  the  total  difufe  of  Britijh 
paper  and  glafs,  will  not  be  fo  affdding  as  that  which  would  have 
refulted  from  the  total  difufe  of  writing  among  them  ;  for  by 
that  means  even  the  Stamp-Ad  might  have  been  eluded-  Why 
then  was  it  univerfally  detefted  by  them  as  llavery  itfelf  ?  Becaufe 
it  prefented  to  thefe  devoted  provinces  nothing  but  a  *  choice  of 
calamities,  imbittered  by  indignities,  each  of  which  it  was  un¬ 
worthy  of  freemen  to  bear.  But  is  no  injury  a  violation  of  right 
but  the  greateji  injury?  If  the  eluding  the  payment  of  the  taxes 
impofed  by  the  St  amp- Ad,  would  have  fubjeded  us  to  a  more 
dreadful  inconvenience,  than  the  eluding  the  payment  of  thofe 
impofed  by  the  late  ad  ;  does  it  therefore  follow,  that  the  laft  is 
'no  violation  of  our  rights,  tho’  it  is  calculated  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  the  other  was,  that  is,  to  raife  ?no?iey  upon  us,  without  our 
consent? 

This  would  be  making  right  to  confift,  notin  an  exemption 
from  injury,  but  from  a  certain  degree  oj'  injury. 

But  the  objedors  may  further  fay,  that  we  lhall  fuller  no  injury 
at  all  by  the  difufe  of  Britijh  paper  and  glafs.  We  might  not,  if 
we  could  make  as  much  as  we  want.  But  can  any  man,  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  America,  believe  this  poffible  ?  I  am  told  there  are  but  two 
or  three  Gla/s-Houfes  on  this  continent,  and  but  very  few  Paper- 
Mills  ;  and  fuppofe  more  fhould  be  ereded,  a  long  courfe  of  years 
muft  elapfe,  before  they  can  be  brought  to  perfection.  This  con¬ 
tinent  is  a  country  of  planters,  farmers,  and  ft  flier  men  ;  not  of 
manufadurers.  The  difficulty  of  cftablifhing  particular  manufac¬ 
tures  in  fuch  a  country,  is  almoft  infupcrable.  For  one  manufac¬ 
ture  is  conneded  with  others  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  may  c  faid 
to  be  impoffible  to  eftablilh  one  or  two,  without  ellabliftiin  fevc- 

B  2  ’  ral 

*  Either  the  difufe  of  writing,  or  the  payment  of  taxes  impofed  t  others 
without  our  confent . 


t  12  ] 

fal  others.  The  experience  of  many  nations  may  convince  us  of 

this  truth.  ^ 

Inexpressible  therefore  mull  be  our  diftreffes  in  evading  the 
late  ads,  by  the  difufe  of  Britifh  paper  and  glafs.  Nor  will  this 
be  the  extent  of  our  misfortune,  if  we  admit  the  legality  of  that  ad. 

Great-Britain  has  prohibited  the  manufacturing  iron  and 
feel  in  thefe  colonies,  without  any  objection  being  made  to  her 
right  6f  doing  it.  The  like  right  Ihe  mull  have  to  prohibit  any 
other  manufacture  among  us.  Thus  Ihe  is  polfelTed  of  an  undis¬ 
puted  precedent  on  that  point.  This  authority,  Ihe  will  fay,  is 
founded  on  the  original  intention  of  fettling  thefe  colonies ;  that  is, 
that  Ihe  lhould  manufacture  for  them,  and  that  they  Ihould  fupply 
her  with  materials.  The  equity  of  this  policy,  Ihe  will  alfo  fay, 
has  been  univerfally  acknowledged  by  the  colonies,  who  never 
have  made  the  leaft  objection  to  ftatutes  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  will 
further  appear  by  the  mutual  benefits  flowing  from  this  ufage  ever 
fince  the  fettlement  of  thefe  colonies.' 

Our  great  advocate,  Mr.  Pitt ,  in  his  fpeeches  on  the  debate 
concerning  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp-ASl,  acknowledged,  that  Great- 

Britain  could  reftrain  our  manufactures.  His  words  are  thefe - 

“  This  kingdom,  as  the  fupreme  governing  and  legiflative  power, 
has  always  bound  the  colonies  by  her  regulations  and  restric¬ 
tions  in  trade,  in  navigation,  in  manufactures - in  every 

thing,  except  that  of  taking  their  money  out  of  their  pockets ,  with¬ 
out  their  consent.”  Again  he  fays,  “  We  may  bind  their 
trade,  confine  their  manufactures,  and  exercife  every 
power  whatever,  except  that  of  taking  their  money  out  of  their  pockets, 
without  their  consent. 

Here  then,  my  dear  countrymen,  rouse  yourfelves,  and  be¬ 
hold  the  ruin  hanging  over  your  heads.  If  you  ONCE  admit, 
that  Great-Britain  may  lay  duties  upon  her  exportations  to  us,  for 
the  purpofe  of  levying  money  on  us  only,  fhe  then  will  have  nothing 
to  do,  but  to  lay  thofe  duties  on  the  articles  which  fhe  prohibits 
us  to  manufacture— -and  the  tragedy  of  American  liberty  is  flnilhed. 
We  have  been  prohibited  from  procuring  manufactures,  in  all 
cafes,  any  where  but  from  Great-Britain  (excepting  linens,  which 
we  are  permitted  to  import  direCtly  from  Ireland.)  We  have  been 
prohibited,  in  fome  cafes,  from  manufacturing  for  ourfelves ;  and 
may  be  prohibited  in  others.  We  are  therefore  exaCtly  in  the  fltu- 
ation  of  a  city  befleged,  which  is  furrounded  by  the  works  of  the 
beflegers  in  every  part  but  one.  If  that  is  clofed  up,  no  flep  can 
be  taken,  but  to  furrender  at  difcretion.  If  Great-Britain  can  order 
Us  to  come  to  her  for  neceflaries  we  want,  and  can  order  us  to 
pay  what  taxes  flie  pleafes  before  we  take  them  away,  or  when  we 
land  them  here,  we  are  as  abjeCt  flaves  as  France  and  Poland  can 
(hew  in  wooden  fhoes,  and  with  uncombed  hair*.  Per- 

*  The  peafants  of  France  wear  wooden  /hoes;  and  the  vafi'als  ©f  Poland  ire 
remarkable  for  matted  hair,  which  never  can  be  combed. 
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Perhaps  the  nature  of  the  necejjities  of  dependent  ftates,  caufed 
by  the  policy  of  a  governing  one,  for  her  own  benefit,  may  be 
elucidated  by  a  fa£t  mentioned  in  hiftory.  When  the  Carthagi¬ 
nians  were  pofTeffed  of  the  ifland  of  Sardinia ,  they  made  a  decree, 
that  the  Sardinians  fhould  not  raife  corn ,  nor  get  it  any  other  way 
than  from  the  Carthaginians.  Then,  by  impofing  any  duties  they 
would  upon  it,  they  drained  from  the  miserable  Sardinians  any 
fums  they  pleafed ;  and  whenever  that  opprelfed  people  made  the 
leaf!  movement  to  afiert  their  liberty,  their  tyrants  ftarved  them  to 
death  or  fubmiflion.  This  may  be  called  the  moft  perfeft  kind  of 
political  neceffity. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  I  think  this  uncontrovertible  con- 
clufion  may  be  deduced,  that  when  a  ruling  ftate  obliges  a  depend¬ 
ent  date  to  take  certain  commodities  from  her  alone,  it  is  implied 
in  the  nature  of  that  obligation ;  is  effentially  requifite  to  give  it 
the  lead  degree  of  juftice;  and  is  infeparably  united  with  it,  in 
order  to  preferve  any  fhare  of  freedom  to  the  dependent  Hate ; 
that  thofe  commodities  fiould  newer  be  loaded  with  duties ,  FOR  THE 
SOLE  PURPOSE  OF  LEVYING  MONEY  ON  THE  DEPENDENT 
STATE. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  fingle  queftion  is,  whether  the  parliament 
can  legally  impofe  duties  to  be  paid  by  the  people  of  thefe  colonies 
only,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  on  com¬ 
modities  which  fie  obliges  us  to  take  from  her  alone ,  or,  in  other 
words,  whether  the  parliament  can  legally  take  money  out  of  our 
pockets,  without  our  confent.  If  they  can,  our  boafled  liberty  is 
but 

Vox  et  prat  ere  a  nihil. 

A  found  and  nothing  elfe. 

A  FARMER. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER  III. 

My  dear  Countrymen, 

I  REJOICE  to  find  that  my  two  former  letters  to  yb  u,  have;r 
been  generally  received  with  fo  much  favor  by  fuch  of  you, 
whofe  fentiments  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of/  knowing. 
Could  you  look  into  my  heart,  you  would  inftantly  perceive  a 
zealous  attachment  to  your  interefts,  and  a  lively  refentment  of 
every,  infult  and  injury  offered  to  you,  to  be  the  motives  that 
have  engaged  me  to  addrefs  you. 

I  am  no  further  concerned  in  any  thing  affe&ing  America ,  than 
any  one  of  you ;  and  when  liberty  leaves  it,  I  can  quit  it  much 
more  conveniently  than  moll  of  you  :  But  while  Divine* Providence, 
that  gave  me  exiftence  in  a  land  of  freedom,  permits  my  head  to 
think,  my  lips  to  fpeak,  and  my  hand  to  move,  I  fhall  fo  highly 
and  gratefully  value  the  bleffmg  received,  as  to  take  care,  that  my 
filence  and  inactivity  ihall  not  give  my  implied  afient  to  any  aft, 
degrading  my  brethren  and  myfelf  from  the  birthright,  wherewith 
heaven  itfelf  “  hath  ?nade  us  free*” 

Sorry  I  am  to  learn,  that  there  are  fome  few  perfons,  who 
fhake  their  heads  with  folemn  motion,  and  pretend  to  wonder, 
what  can  be  the  meaning  of  thefe  letters.  “  Great-Britainf  they 
fay,  “  is  too  powerful  to  contend  with ;  fhe  is  determined  to  op- 
prefs  us ;  it  is  in  vain  to  fpeak  of  right  on  one  fide,  when  there  is 
power  on  the  other;  when  we  are  ftrong  enough  to  refill:,  we 
Ihall  attempt  it ;  but  now  we  are  not  firong  enough,  and  therefore 
we  had  better  be  quiet;  it  fignifies  nothing  to  convince  us'that  our 
rights  are  invaded,  when  we  cannot  defend  them;  and  if  we  fhould 
get  into  riots  and  tumults  about  the  late  a&,  it  will  only  draw 
down  heavier  difpleafure  upon  us.” 

What  can  fuch  men  defign  ?  What  do  their  grave  obfervations 

amount  to,  but  this - “  that  thefe  colonies,  totally  regardlefs  of 

their  liberties,  fhould  commit  them,  with  humble  refignation,  to 
chance ,  time>  and  the  tender  mercies  of  minifters.” 

Are  thefe  men  ignorant,  that  ufurpations,  which  might  have 
been  fuccefsfully  oppofed  at  firff,  acquire  ftrength  by  continuance, 
and  thus  become  irrefiftable  ?  Do  they  condemn  the  conduft  of 
thefe  colonies,  concerning  the  Stamp- AelP  Or  have  they  forgot  its 
fuccefsful  iffue  ?  Ought  the  colonies  at  that  time,  inftead  of  a&ing 
as  they  did,  to  have  trufted  for  relief  to  the  fortuitous  events  of 
futurity  ?  If  it  is  needlefs  “  to  fpeak  of  rights”  now,  it  was  as 
needlefs  then.  If  the  behavior  of  the  colonies  was  prudent  and 
glorious  then,  and  fuccefsful  too;  it  will  be  equally  prudent  and 

glorious 
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glorious  to  a£l  in  the  fame  manner  now,  if  our  rights  are  equally 
invaded,  and  may  be  as  fuccefsful.  Therefore  it  becomes  necefiary 
to  enquire,  whether  "  our  rights  are  invaded.”  To  talk  of  "  de¬ 
fending”  them,  as  if  they  could  be  no  otherwife  "  defended”  than 
by  arms,  is  as  much  out  of  the  way,  as  if  a  man  having  a  choice 
of  feveral  roads  to  reach  his  journey’s  end,  Ihould  prefer  the  work, 
for  no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe  it  is  the  work. 

As  to  “  riots  and  tumults,”  the  gentlemen  who  are  fo  appre- 
henfive  of  them,  are  much  miftaken,  if  they  think,  that  grievan¬ 
ces  cannot  be  redrelfed  without  fuch  affillance. 

I  will  now  tell  the  gentlemen,  what  is  "  the  meaning  of  thefe 
letters.”  The  meaning  of  them  is,  to  convince  the  people  of  thefe 
colonies,  that  they  are  at  this  moment  expofed  to  the  molt  imminent 
dangers  ;  and  to  perluade  them  immediately,  vigoroully,  and  una- 
nimoufly,  to  exert  themfelves,  in  the  moll  firm,  but  moll  peaceable 
manner,  for  obtaining  relief. 

The  caufe  of  liberty  is  a  caufe  of  too  much  dignity,  to  be  fullied 
by  turbulence  and  tumult.  It  ought  to  be  maintained  in  a  manner 
fuitable  to  her  nature.  Thofe  who  engage  in  it,  Ihould  breathe  a 
fedate,  yet  fervent  fpirit,  animating  them  to  adions  of  prudence, 
jullice,  modelly,  bravery,  humanity  and  magnanimity. 

To  fuch  a  wonderful  degree  were  the  antient  Spartans,  as  brave 
and  free  a  people  as  ever  exilled,  infpired  by  this  happy  tempera¬ 
ture  of  foul,  that  rejecting  even  in  their  battles  the  ufe  of  trum  pets, 
and  other  inllruments  for  exciting  heat  and  rage,  they  marched  up 
to  feenes  of  havock,  and  horror*,  with  the  found  of'flutcs,  to  the 
tunes  of  which  their  Heps  kept  pace-—"  exhibiting,”  as  Plutarch 
fays,  "  at  once  a  terrible  and  delightful  fight,  and  proceeding  with 
a  deliberate  valor,  full  of  hope  and  good'affiurance,  as  if  feme  di¬ 
vinity  had  fenfibly  affiHed  them.” 

I  hope,  my  dear  countrymen,  that  you  will,  in  every  colony, 
be  upon  your  guard  againll  thofe,  who  may  at  any  time  endeavor 
to  llir  you  up,  under  pretences  of  patriotism,  to  any  meafures  dif- 
refpedtful  to  our  Sovereign  and  our  mother  country.  Hot,  ralh 
diforderly  proceedings,  injure  the  reputation  of  a  people, Ws  to 
wifdom,  valor  ancl  virtue,  without  procuring  them  the  leall  benefit. 
I  pray  GOD,  that  he  may  be  pleafed  to  infpire  you  and  your 
pofterity,  to  the  latell  ages,  with  a  fpirit  of  which  I  have  an 
idea,  that  I  find  a  difficulty  to  exprefs.  To  exprefs  it  in  the  bell 
manner  I  can,  I  mean  a  fpirit,  that  lhall  fo  guide  you,  that  it  will 
be  impoffible  to  determine  whether  an  Americans  charadler  is  moll 
dillinguilhable,  for  his  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign,  his  duty  to  his 
mother  country,  his  love  of  freedom,  or  his  affedHon  for  his  na¬ 
tive  foil. 

Every  government  at  fome  time  or  other  falls  into  wrong  mea¬ 
fures. 

Plutarch  in  the  life  of  Lycurgm.  Archbilhop  potter's  Archxologia  Graxa, 
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fares.  Thefe  may  proceed  from  miftake  or  paflion.  But  every 
fuch  mcafure  does  not  diffolve  the  obligation  between  the  gover¬ 
nors  and  the  governed.  The  miftake  may  be  corrected  ;  the  paf- 
fion  may  fubfide.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  governed  to  endeavor 
to  rectify  the  miilake,  and  to  appeafe  the  paffion.  They  have  not 
at  firil  any  other  right,  than  to  reprefent  their  grievances,  and  to 
pray  for  redrefs,  unlefs  an  emergence  is  fo  preffmg,  as  not  to  allow 
time  for  receiving  an  anfwer  to  their  applications,  which  rarely 
happens.  If  their  applications  are  disregarded,  then  that  kind  of 
cppojiticn  becomes  juilifiable,  which  can  be  made  without  breaking 
the  laws,  or  difturbing  the  public  peace.  This  confifls  in  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  the  opprejjors  reaping  advantage  from  their  opprejjions ,  and 
not  in  their  puniihment.  For  experience  may  teach  them,  what 
reafon  did  not ;  and  harfh  methods  cannot  be  proper,  till  milder 
ones  have  failed. 

If  at  length  it  becomes  undoubted,  that  an  inveterate  refolu- 
tion  is  formed  to  annihilate  the  liberties  of  the  governed,  the  Eng- 
lifh  hiftory  affords  frequent  examples  of  refinance  by  force.  What 
particular  circumliances  will  in  any  future  cafe  juftify  fuch  re¬ 
finance,  can  never  be  afcertained,  till  they  happen.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  allowable  to  fay  generally,  that  it  never  can  be  juilifiable, 
until  the  people  are  fully  convinced,  that  any  farther  fub- 
mi flion  will  be  deftru&ive  to  their  happinefs. 

When  the  appeal  is  made  to  the  fvvord,  highly  probable  is  it, 
that  the  puniihment  will  exceed  the  offence ;  and  the  calamities 
attending  on  war  out- weigh  thofe  preceding  it.  Thefe  confidera- 
dons  of^juftice  and  prudence,  will  always  have  great  influence 
with  good  and  wife  men. 

To  thefe  reflections  on  this  fubjeCt,  it  remains  to  be  added, 
and  ought  for  ever  to  be  remembered,  that  refiftance,  in  the  cafe 
of  colonies  againft  their  mother  country,  is  extremely  different 
from  the  refiftance  of  a  people  againft  their  prince.  A  nation  may 
change  their  king,  or  race  of  kings,  and,  retaining  their  antient 
form  of  government,  be  gainers  by  changing,  Thus  Great- 
Britadny  under  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Brunfwick ,  a  ho.ufe  that 
feems  to  flour  ih  for  t’he  happinefs  of  mankind,  has  found  a  felicity, 
unknown  in  the  reigns  of  the  Stewarts.  But  if  once  we  are  fe- 
parated  from  our  mother  country,  what  new  form  of  government 
fhall  we  adopt,  or  where  fhall  we  find  another  Britain ,  to  fupply 
our  lofs  ?  Torn  from  the  body,  to  which  we  are  united  by  religion, 
liberty,  laws,  affe&ions,  relation,  language  and  commerce,  we 
mull  bleed  at  every  vein. 

In  truth— —the  profperity  of  thefe  provinces  is  founded  in  their 
dependence  on  Great-Britain  ;  and  when  lhe  returns  to  her  “  old 
good  humour,  and  her  old  good  nature,”  as  Lord  Clarendon  ex- 
preffes  it,  I  hope  they  will  always  think  it  their  duty  and  intereft, 

as 
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as  it  moft  certainly  will  be,  to  promote  her  welfare  by  all  the  means 
in  their  power. 

We  cannot  aft  with  too  much  caution  in  our  difputes.  Anger 
produces  anger  ;  and  differences,  that  might  be  accommodated  by 
kind  and  refpeCtful  behavior,  may,  by  imprudence,  be  enlarged 
to  an  incurable  rage.  In  quarrels  between  countries,  as  well  as 
in  thofe  between  individuals,  when  they  have  rifen  to  a  certain 
height,  the  firll  caufe  of  diffenfion  is  no  longer  remembered,  the 
minds  of  the  parties  being  wholly  engaged  in  recollecting  and  re- 
fenting  the  mutual  exprefiions  of  their  diilike.  When  feuds  have 
reached  that  fatal  point,  all  confiderations  of  reafon  and  equity 
vanilh  ;  and  a  blind  fury  governs,  or  rather  confounds  all  things. 
A  people  no  longer  regards  their  interell,  but  the  gratification  of 
their  wrath.  The  fway  of  the  *  Cleons  and  Clodius’s,  the  defigning 
and  deteftable  flatterers  of  the  prevailing  paffion ,  becomes  con¬ 
firmed.  Wife  and  good  men  in  vain  oppofe  the  florm,  and  may 
think  themfelves  fortunate,  if,  in  attempting  to  preferve  their  un¬ 
grateful  fellow  citizens,  they  do  not  ruin  themfelves.  Their  pru¬ 
dence  will  be  called  bafenefs  ;  their  tnoderation  will  be  called  guilt ; 
and  if  their  virtue  does  not  lead  them  to  deftruCtion,  as  that  of 
many  other  great  and  excellent  perfons  has  done,  they  may  fur- 
vive  to  receive  from  their  expiring  country  the  mournful  glory  of 
her  acknowledgment,  that  their  counfels,  if  regarded,  would  have 
faved  her. 

The  conflitutional  modes  of  obtaining  relief,  are  thofe  which 
I  with  to  fee  purfued  on  the  prefent  occafion  ;  that  is,  by  peti¬ 
tions  of  our  affemblies,  or  where  they  are  not  permitted  to  meet,  of 
the  people,  to  the  powers  that  can  afford  us  relief. 

We  have  an  excellent  prince,  in  whofe  good  difpofitions  towards 
us  we  may  confide.  We  have  a  generous,  fenlible  and  humane 
nation,  to  whom  we  may^  apply.  They  may  be  deceived.  They 
may,  by  artful  men,  be  provoked  to  anger  againft  us.  I  cannot 
believe  they  will  be  cruel  or  unjult;  or  that  their  anger  will  be 
implacable.  Let  us  behave  like  dutiful  children,  who  have  re¬ 
ceived  unmerited  blows  from  a  beloved  parent.  Let  us  complain 
to  our  parent ;  but  let  our  complaints  fpeak  at  the  fame  time  the 
language  of  affliction  and  veneration. 

If,  however,  it  fh all  happen,  by  an  unfortunate  courfe  of  affairs, 
that  our  applications  to  his  Majefty  and  the  parliament  for  redrefs, 
prove  ineffectual,  let  us  then  take  another  Jlep,  by  withholding 
from  Great-Britain  all  the  advantages  the  has  been  uf'ed  to  receive 
from  us.  Then  let  us  try,  if  our  ingenuity,  indultry,  and  fru¬ 
gality,  will,  not  give  weight  to  our  remonftrances.  Let  us  all  be 

united  with  one  fpirit,  in  one  caufe.  Let  us  invent - let  us 

C  work 


*  Cleon  was  a  popular  firebrand  of  Athens,  and  Clodim  of  Rome  $  each  of 
whom  plunged  his  country  into  the  deepcft  calamities. 
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work . let  us  fave - let  us,  continually,  keep  up  our  claim, 

and  inceffantly  repeat  our  complaints - But,  above  all,  let  us 

implore  the  protection  of  that  infinitely  good  and  gracious  being, 
f  “  by  whom  kings  reign,  and  princes  decree  juftice.” 

Nil  dejpera?idum. 

Nothing  is  to  be  defpaired  of. 

A  FARMER. 

*fi  Pr  ov.  viii.  15. 


J 

LETTER  IV. 


My  dear  Countrymen, 

AN  objection,  I  hear,  has  been  made  againft  my  fecond 
letter,  which  I  would  willingly  clear  up  before  I  pro¬ 
ceed.  “  There  is,”  fay  thefe  objeCtors,  “  a  material 
difference  between  the  Stamp-Att  and  the  late  a£l  for  laying  a 
duty  on  paper,  £®fr.  that  juftifies  the  conduCt  of  thole  who  op- 
pofed  the  former,  and  yet  are  willing  to  fubmit  to  the  latter. 
The  duties  impofed  by  the  Stamp- Aft  were  internal  taxes  ;  but  the 
prefent  are  external ,  and  therefore  the  parliament  may  have  a  right 
to  impole  them.” 

To  this  I  anfvver,  with  a  total  denial  of  the  power  of  parliament 
to  lay  upon  thefe  colonies  any  “  tax  ”  whatever. 

'  This  point,  being  fo  important  to  this,  and  to  fucceeding  ge¬ 
nerations,  I  wilh  to  be  clearly  underilood. 

To  the  word  “  tax”  I  annex  that  meaning  which  the  conftitu- 
tion  and  hidory  of  England  require  to  be  annexed  to  it ;  that  is— 
that  it  is  an  imposition  on  the  fubjett ,  for  the  Jole  purpofe  of  levying 
money. 

In  the  early  ages  of  our  monarchy,  certain  lervices  were  render¬ 
ed  to  the  crown  for  the  general  good.  Thefe  were  perfonal  * :  But 

in 

*  It  is  very  worthy  of  remark,  how  watchful  our  wife  anceftors  were,  left 
their  fer-vices  fhould  be  encreafed  beyond  what  the  law  allowed.  No  man  was 
bound  to  go  out  of  the  realm  to  ferve  the  King.  Therefore,  even  in  the  con¬ 
quering  reign  of  Henry  the  Fifth ,  when  the  martial  fpirit  of  the  nation  was 
highly  enflamed  by  the  heroic  courage  of  their  Prince,  and  by  his  great  fuc- 
cefs,  they  ftill  carefully  guarded  againft  the  eftablilhment  of  illegal  fervices. 
“  When  this  point  (fays  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Coke)  concerning  maintenance  of 
wars  out  of  England ,  came  in  queftion,  the  commons  did  make  their  continual 
claim  of  their  antient  freedom  and  birthright ,  as  in  the  firft  of  Henry  the  Fifth , 
and  in  the  feventh  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  See.  the  commons  made  a  PROTEST, 
that  they  were  not  bound  to  the  maintenance  of  war  in  Scotland ,  Ireland ,  Colice , 

France , 
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in  procefs  of  time,  fuch  inftitutions  being  found  inconvenient, 
gifts  and  grants  of  their  own  property  were  made  by  the  people, 
under  the  feveral  names  of  aids,  tallages,  talks,  taxes  and  fubfi- 
dies,  Thefe  were  made,  as  may  be  collected  even  from  the 

names,  for  public  feryice  upon  44  need  and  necelhty  f .”  All  thefe 
fums  were  levied  upon  the  people  by  virtue  of  their  voluntary 
gift  J.  Their  defign  was  to  fupport  the  national  honor  and  inter  eft. 
Some  of  thofe  grants  comprehended  duties  arifing  from  trade ; 
being  imports  on  merchandizes.  Thefe  Lord  Chief  Jurtice  Coke 
clartes  under  4 4  fubfidies,”  and  4 4  parliamentary  aids.”  They 
are  alfo  called  44  cuftoms.”  But  whatever  the  name  was,  they  were 
always  conlidered  as  gifts  of  the  people  to  the  crown,  to  be  employed 
for  public  ufes. 

Commerce  was  at  a  low  ebb,  and  furprizing  inrtances  might 
be  produced  how  little  it  was  attended  to  for  a  fuccelhon  of  ages. 
The  terms  that  have  been  mentioned,  and,  among  the  rert,  that 
of  44  tax  ft  had  obtained  a  national,  parliamentary  meaning,  drawn 
from  the  principles  of  the  conrtitution,  long  before  any  Englijhman 
thought  of  impofttion  of  duties ,  for  the  regulation  of  trade. 

Whenever  we  fpeak  of  44  taxes”  among  Englijhmen,  let  us 
therefore  fpeak  of  them  with  reference  to  the  principles  on  which, 
and  the  intentions  with  which  they  have  been  ertabliihed.  This 

C  2  '  will 

France ,  Normandy ,  or  other  foreign  parts,  and  caufed  their  PROTESTS  to 
be  entered  into  the  parliament  rolls,  where  they  yet  remain  j  which,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  agreeth  with  that  which,  upon  like  occafion,  was  made  in  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  25th  Edward  I.”  2d  lnft,  p.  528. 

■j*  4th  lnft.  p.  28. 

j  Reges  Angliae,  nihil  tale,  nifi  convocatis  primis  ordinibus,  et  after. tiente  populo- 
fufeipiunt.  Phil.  Comines.  2d  lnft. 

Thefe  gifts  entirely  depending  on  the  pleafure  of  the  donors,  were  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  abilities  of  the  feveral  ranks  of  people  who  gave,  and  were  regu¬ 
lated  by  their  opinion  of  the  public  neceflities.  Thus  Edward  I.  had  in  his 
nth  year  a  thirtieth  from  the  laity,  a  twentieth  from  the  clergy,  in  his  22d 
year  a  tenth  from  the  laity ,  a  fixtb  from  London ,  and  other  corpoi ate  towns, 
half  of  their  benefees  from  the  clergy  j  in  his  23d  year  an  eleventh  from  the  barons 
and  others,  a  tenth  from  the  clergy ,  a  feventh  from  the  burgeftes ,  bide.  Hume's 
Hift.  of  England. 

The  fame  difference  in  the  grants  of  the  feveral  ranks  is  obfervable  in  other 
reigns. 

In  the  famous  ftatute  de  tallagio  non  concedendo ,  the  king  enumerates  the  feve¬ 
ral  clajfes ,  without  whofe  confent,  he  and  his  heirs  never  fhould  let  or  levy  any 
tax — 44  nullum  tallagium ,  vel  auxilium  per  nos,  vel  herredcs  noftres  in  regno  nojlro 
ponatur  feu  levetur,  fine  voluntate  et  aJJ'enfu  arebiepifeoporum ,  epifeoporum ,  comitum , 
baronum,  militum,  burgenfium ,  et  aliorum  liberorum  com.  de  regno  noftro."  34th 
Edward  I. 

Lord  Chief  Juftice  Coke,  in  his  comment  on  thefe  words,  fays - <(  for  the 

quieting  of  the  commons,  and  for  a  perpetual  and  conftant  law  for  ever  after,  both 
in  this  an  »  other  like  casks,  this  was  made.  Thefe  words  are  plain, 
WITHOUT  ANY  SCRUPLE,  abfolute ,  WITHOUT  ANY  SAVING.”  2d  Cokes'  S 

lnft.  p.  532.,  533.  Little  did  the  venerable  judge  imagine,  that  “  other  like 
safes"  would  happen,  in  which  the  fpirit  of  this  law  -would  be  defpifed  by 
Englijhmen ,  the  pofterity  of  thofe  who  made  it. 
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will  give  certainty  to  our  expreffion,  and  fafety  to  our  conduft  : 
But  if,  when  we  have  in  view  the  liberty  of  thefe  colonies,  we 
proceed  in  any  other  courfe,  we  purfue  a  Juno  ||  indeed,  but  fhall 
only  catch  a  cloud. 

In  the  national,  parliamentary  fenfe  infilled  on,  the  word 
st  tax  §”  was  certainly  underftood  by  the  congrefs  at  Aew-Tork, 
whofe  refolves  may  be  faid  to  form  the  American  44  bill  of  rights.’’ 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  refolves,  are  thus  expreffed. 

III.  <£  That  it  is  inseparably  ejfential  to  the  freedom  of  a  people , 
and  the  undoubted  right  of  Englijhmen ,  that  #  NO  T  A  X  be  impofed 
on  them,  but  with  their  own  confent ,  given  per fon ally,  or  by  their 
reprefentatives .  ” 

IV.  44  That  the  people  of  the  colonies  are  not,  and  from  their 
local  circumftances,  cannot  be  reprefented  in  thehoufe  of  commons 
in  Great- Britain  A 

V.  44  That  the  only  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  the  co¬ 
lonies,  are  the  perfons  chofen  therein  by  themlelves ;  and  that 
NO  TAXES  ever  have  been,  or  can  be  conftitutionally  impofed 
on  them,  but  by  their  refpe&ive  legiilatures.” 

VI.  44  That  all  J'upplies  to  the  crown,  being' free  gifts  of  the 
people,  it  is  unreafonable ,  and  inconffient  with  the  principles  and 
fpirit  of  the  Britifh  confiitution ,  for  the  people  of  Great-Britain  to 
grant  to  his  Majefty  the  property  of  the  colonies  A 

Here  is  no  diftinflion  ihade  between  internal  and  external  taxes. 
It  is  evident  from  the  fhort  reafoning  thrown  into  thefe  refolves, 
that  every  impofition  44  to  grant  to  his  Majefty  the  property  of  the 
colonies  was  thought  a  44  tax and  that  every  fuch  impofition,  if 
laid  any  other  way  than  44  with  their  confent,  given  perfonally* 
or  by  their  reprefentatives,”  was  not  only  44  unreafonable,  and  in- 
confiftent  with  the  principles  and  fpirit  of  the  Britijh  conftitution,” 
but  deftru&ive  44  to  the  freedom  of  a  people.” 

This  language  is  clear  and  important.  A  44  tax”  means  an 
impofition  to  raife  money.  Such  perfons  therefore  as  fpeak  ot 
internal  and  external  44  taxes,”  I  pray  may  pardon  me,  if  I  ob¬ 
ject  to  that  expreffion,  as  applied  to  the  privileges  and  interefts  of 
thefe  colonies.  There  may  be  internal  and  external  impositions, 
founded  on  different  principles,  and  having  different  tendencies  ;  every 
“  tax”  being  an  impofition,  tho’  every  impofition  is  not  a  44  tax.'’ 
But  all  taxes  are  founded  on  the  fame  principle  ;  and  have  the  fame 
tendency .  Ex  t  E  R-. 

||  The  Goddefs  of  Empire ,  in  the  Heathen  Mythology  j  according  to  an 
antient  fable,  Ixion  purfued  her,  but  ihe  efcaped  in  a  cloud. 

^  In  this  fenfe  Montejquieu  ufes  the  word  (t  tax,”  in  his  13th  book  of  Spirit 
of  Laws, 

*  The  rough  draught  of  the  refolves  of  the  congrefs  at  New-York  are  now  in 
sny  hands,  and  from  fome  notes  on  that  draught,  and  other  particular  reafons, 
I  am  fatisfiea  that  the  congrefs  underftood  the  word  <(  tax"  in  the  fenle  here 
contended  for. 
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External  impofitions,  for  the  regulation  of  our  trade,'  do  not 
“  grant  to  his  Majefly  the  property  of  the  colonies They  only 
prevent  the  colonies  acquiring  property ,  in  things  not  neceffary,  in 
a  manner  judged  to  be  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole  em¬ 
pire.  But  the  lalh  ftatute  refpeSing  us,  “  grants  to  his  Majedy 
the  property  of  the  colonies ,”  by  laying  duties  on  the  manufactures 
of  Great- Britain  which  they  must  take,  and  which  die  fettled 
them,  on  purpofe  that  they  should  take. 

What  *  tax  can  be  more  internal  than  this?  Here  is  money 
drawn,  c without  their  conjent ,  from  a  fociety,  who  have  corftantly 

enjoyed 

*  It  Teems  to  be  evident,  that  Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  defence  of  America,  during 
the  debate  concerning  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp-ASl,  by  •*  internal  taxes,”  meant 
any  duties  “  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue  and  by  £-  external  taxes,” 
meant  duties  impofed  “  for  the  regulation  ot  trade.”  His  exprefiions  are 

thefe _ “  If  the  gentleman  does  not  underftand  the  difference  between  internal 

and  external  taxes,  I  cannot'  help  it  ;  but  there  is  a  plain  diftinttinn  between 
taxes  levied  for  the  purposes  of  raising  a  revenue”,  and  duties  im¬ 
pofed  for  the  regulation  of  TRADE,  lor  the  accommodation  ot  the 
fubje£l  j  although,  in  the  confequences,  fome  revenue  might  incidentally  arife 
from  the  latter.” 

Thefe  words  were  in  Mr.  Pitt's  reply  to  Mr.  Greenville ,  who  faid  he  could 
not  underhand  the  difference  between  external  and  internal  tares. 

In  every  other  part  of  his  fpeeches  on  that  occafion,  his  words  confirm  this 
conftruftion  of  his  exprefiions.  The  following  extracts  will  ihew  how  pofitive 
and  general  were  his  affertions  of  our  right. 

“  It  is  my  opinion  that  this  kingdom  has  no  right  to  lay  a  t  ax  upon 
the  colonies.” - “  The  Americans  are  the  sons,  not  the  bastards  of  Eng¬ 

land.  Taxation  is  no  part  of  the  governing  or  legiflative  power.”--- 44  The 
taxes  are  a  voluntary  gift  and  grant  ot  the  commons  alone.  In  legisla¬ 
tion  the  three  eftates  of  the  realm  are  alike  concerned,  but  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  peers  and  the  crown  to  a  tax,  is  only  neceffary  to  clofe  with 
the  form  of  a  law.  The  gift  and  grant  is  of  the  commons  alone.’’— 
a  The  diftinSiion  between  legisi.  ation  W  taxation  is  ejjentially  neceffary 

to  liberty." _ “  The  commons  of  America ,  reprefented  in  their  fcveral  afiem- 

blies  have  ever  been  in  poffefiion  of  the  exercile  of  this  their  conftitutional 
right,  of  giving  and  granting  their  own  money.  7 bey  would  have 
been  SLAVES ,  if  they  had  not  enjoyed  it."  “  The  idea  of  a  virtual  repre- 
fentation  of  America  in  this  houfe,  is  the  mod:  contemptible  id-ea  that  ever  en¬ 
tered  into  the  head  of  man. ---It  does  not  deferve  a  ferious  refutation.” 

He  afterwards  fiiews  the  unreafonablenefs  ot  Great-Britain  taxing  America, 

thus _ “  When  I  had  the  honor  of  ferving  his  Majefty,  I  availed  myfilf  of 

the  means  of  information,  which  I  derived  from  my  office,  I  speak  there¬ 
fore  from  knowledge.  My  materials  were  good.  1  was  at  pains  to  col- 
left,  to  digejl,  to  confider  them  ;  and  I  will  be  bold  to  affirm,  that  the  profit  to 
Great-Britain  from  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  through  all  its  branches,  is  two 
millions  a  year.  This  is  the  fund  that  carried  you  triumphantly  through 
the  laft  war.  The  eftates  that  were  rented  at  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
threefcore  years  ago,  are  three  thoufand  pounds  at  prefent.  Thofe  efiates  f.  Id 
then  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  years  purchafe  3  the  fame  may  now  be  fold  ft  r 
thirty.  You  owethis  to  America.  This  is  the  price  that  Ame¬ 
rica  pays  YOU  FOR  her  protection.” - “  I  dare  not  fay  how  much 

higher  thefe  profits  >  y  be  augmented.”— “  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  beg  leave 
to  tell  the  houfe  wh«  is  really  my  opinion  ;  it  is,  that  the  Stamp- A&  be  re¬ 
pealed  ahfi’utely,  totally,  and  immediately.  That  the  reafon  for  the  repeal  be 
affined,  bee  vie  it  was  founded  on  an  erroneous  principle.” 
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enjoyed  a  conflitutional  mode  of  raifing  all  money  among  them- 
felves.  The  payment  of  this  tax  they  have  no  poflible  method  of 
avoiding  ;  as  they  cannot  do  without  the  commodities  on  which  it 
is  laid,  and  they  cannot  manufacture  thefe  commodities  themfelves. 
Belides,  if  this  unhappy  country  fhould  be  fo  lucky  as  to  elude 
this  aCt,  by  getting  parchment  enough,  in  the  place  of  paper,  or 
by  reviving  the  antient  method  of  writing  on  wax  and  bark,  and 
by  inventing  fomething  to  ferve  inftead  of  glafs,  her  ingenuity 
would  Hand  her  in  little  Head ;  for  then  the  parliament  would 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  prohibit  fuch  manufactures,  or  to  lay  a 
tax  on  hats  and  woollen  cloths ,  which  they  have  already  prohibited 
the  colonies  from  J 'applying  each  other  with  ;  or  on  initruments,  and 
tools  of  feel  and  iron ,  which  they  have  prohibited  the  provincials 
from  manufacturing  at  all  f  :  And  then,  what  little  gold  and  fiver 
they  have,  mull  be  torn  from  their  hands,  or  they  will  not  be  able, 
in  a  Ihort  time,  to  get  an  ax  X,  for  cutting  their  firewood,  nor  a 
plough,  for  raifing  their  food.  In  what  refpeCt,  therefore,  I  beg 
leave  to  alk,  is  the  late  aCt  preferable  to  the  Stamp- Aft,  or  more 
confiltent  with  the  liberties  of  the  colonies  ?  For  my  own  part,  I 
tegard  them  both  with  equal  apprehenfion  ;  and  think  they  ought 
to  be  in  the  fame  manner  oppofed. 

Habemus  quidem  fenatus  confultum, - tanquam  gladium  in 

• vagina  rep  oft  um . 

We  have  a  flatute,  laid  up  for  future  ufe,  like  a  fword  in 
the  fcabbard. 


A  FARMER. 

-f-  u  And  that  pig  and  bar  iron,  made  in  his  Majefty’s  colonies  in  America, 
may  be  further  manufactured  in  this  kingdom,  be  it  further  en¬ 
acted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
June,  1750,  no  mill,  or  other  engine,  for  flitting  or  rolling  of  iron ,  or  any  plating 
forge,  to  work  with  a  tilt  hammer,  or  any  furnace  for  making  fleel ,  fhall  be  erect¬ 
ed  ;  or,  after  fuch  erection,  continued  in  any  of  his  Majesty’s  colo¬ 
nies  in  America.”  23d  George  II.  Chap.  29,  Se£t,  9. 

J;  Tho’  thefe  particulars  are  mentioned  as  being  abfolutely  necefiary,  yet  per¬ 
haps  they  are  not  more  fo  than  glafs  in  our  fevere  winters,  to  keep  out  the  cold 
from  our  houfes  j  or  than  paper,  without  which  fuch  inexpreflible  confufions 
mu  ft  enfue. 


LET- 
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My  dear  Countrymen, 

PERHAPS  the  objedion  to  the  late  ad,  impottng  duties 
upon  paper,  Lfc.  might  have  been  fafely  retted  on  the  argu¬ 
ment  drawn  from  the  univerlal  condud  of  parliaments  and 
minitters,  from  the  firft  exiftence  of  thefe  colonies,  to  the  admini- 
ftration  of  Mr.  Greenville . 

What  but  the  indifputable,  the  acknowledged  exclulive  right  of 
the  colonies  to  tax  themfelves,  could  be  the  reafon,  that  in  this 
long  period  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  no  ftatute 
was  ever  patted  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  raittng  a  revenue  on  the  co¬ 
lonies  ?  And  how  clear,  how  cogent  mutt  that  reafon  be,  to  which 
every  parliament,  and  every  minifter,  for  fo  long  a  time  fubmitted, 
without  a  fingle  attempt  to  innovate  ? 

England,  in  part  of  that  courfe  of  years,  and  Great-Britain , 
in  other  parts,  was  engaged  in  feveral  fierce  and  expenfive  wars  ; 
troubled  with  fome  tumultuous  and  bold  parliaments  ;  governed 
by  many  daring  and  wicked  minitters  ;  yet  none  of  them  ever  ven¬ 
tured  to  touch  the  Palladium  of  American  liberty.  Ambition,  ava¬ 
rice,  fadion,  tyranny,  all  revered  it.  Whenever  it  was  necettary 
to  raife  money  on  the  colonies,  the  requifitions  of  the  crown  were 
made,  and  dutifully  complied  with.  The  parliament,  from  time 
to  time,  regulated  their  trade,  and  that  of  the  rett  of  the  empire, 
to  preferve  their  dependence,  and  the  connedion  of  the  whole  in 

good  order. 

The  people  of  Great-Britain,  in  fupport  of  their  privileges, 
boatt  much  of  their  antiquity.  It  is  true  they  are  anticnt  j  yet  it 
may  well  be  quettioned,  if  there  is  a  fingle  privilege  of  a  Britijh 
fubjed,  fupported  by  longer,  more  folemn,  or  more  uninterrupted 
teftimony,  than  the  excluttve  right  of  taxation  in  thefe  colonies. 
The  people  of  Great-Britain  confider  that  kingdom  as  the  fovereign 
of  thefe  colonies,  and  would  now  annex  to  that  fovereignty  a  pre¬ 
rogative  never  heard  of  before.  How  would  they  bear  this,  was 
the  cafe  their  own  ?  What  would  they  think  of  a  ncvj  prerogative 
claimed  by  the  crown  ?  We  may  guefs  what  their  condud  would 
be,  from  the  tranfports  of  pattion  into  which  they  tell  about  the 
late  embargo,  tho’  laid  to  relieve  the  moll  emergent  necettities  of 
ttate,  admftting  of  no  delay  ;  and  for  which  there  were  numerous 
precedents.  Let  our  liberties  be  treated  with  the  fame  tcndernefs, 
and  it  is  all  we  defire. 

Explicit  as  the  condud  of  parliaments,  for  fo  many  ages,  is, 
to  prove  that  no  money  can  be  levied  on  thefe  colonies  by  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  the  purpofe  of  raittng  a  revenue,  yet  it  is  not  the  only 
evidence  in  our  favour.  Lveki 
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Every  one  of  the  moll  material  arguments  againft  the  legality 
of  the  Stamp-Ad,  operates  with  equal  force  again  ft  the  a£t  now 
objected  to ;  but  as  they  are  well  known,  it  feems  unneceftary  to 
repeat  them  here. 

This  general  one  only  fhall  be  conftdered  at  prefent :  That 
tho’  thele  colonies  are  dependent  on  Great-Britain  ;  and  tho’  fhe 
has  a  legal  power  to  make  laws  for  prelerving  that  dependence; 
yet  it  is  not  neceftary  for  this  purpofe,  nor  effential  to  the  relation 
between  a  mother  country  and  her  colonies,  as  was  eagerly  con¬ 
tended  by  the  advocates  for  the  Stamp-Ad,  that  ftie  ftiould  raife 
money  on  them  without  their  confent. 

Colonies  were  formerly  planted  by  warlike  nations,  to  keep 
their  enemies  in  awe  ;  to  relieve  their  country,  overburthened  with 
inhabitants ;  or  to  difeharge  a  number  of  difeontented  and  trou- 
blefome  citizens.  But  in  more  modern  ages,  the  fpirit  of  violence 
being  in  fome  meafure,  if  the  expreftion  may  be  allowed,  fheath- 
ed  in  commerce,  colonies  have  been  fettled  by  the  nations  of  Eu¬ 
rope  for  the  purpofes  of  trade.  Thefe  purpofes  were  to  be  attain¬ 
ed,  by  the  colonies  railing  for  their  mother  country  thofe  things 
which  fhe  did  not  produce  herfelf ;  and  by  fupplying  themfelves 
from  her  with  things  they  wanted.  Thefe  were  the  national  objeds 
in  the  commencement  of  our  colonies,  and  have  been  uniformly  fo 
in  their  promotion. 

To  anfwer  thefe  grand  purpofes,  perfect  liberty  was  known  to 
be  neceftary ;  all  hiftory  proving,  that  trade  and  freedom  are  near¬ 
ly  related  to  each  other.  By  a  due  regard  to  this  wife  and  juft 
plan,  the  infant  colonies,  expofed  in  the  unknown  climates  and 
unexplored  wilderneftes  of  this  new  world,  lived,  grew,  and  flou- 
rifhed. 

The  parent  country,  with  undeviating  prudence  and  virtue,  at¬ 
tentive  to  the  firft  principles  of  colonization,  drew  to  herfelf  the 
benefits  fhe  might  reafonably  expert,  and  preferved  to  her  children 
the  bleftings,  on  which  thofe  benefits  were  founded.  She  made 
laws,  obliging  her  colonies  to  carry  to  her  all  thofe  products  which 
fhe  wanted  for  her  own  ufe  ;  and  all  thofe  raw  materials  which  fhe 
chofe  herfelf  to  work  up.  B elides  this  reftri£tion,  fhe  forbad  them 
to  procure  manufadures  from  any  other  part  ol  the  globe,  or  even 
the  produds  of  European  countries,  which  alone  could  rival  her, 
without  bein|  firft  brought  to  her.  In  fhort,  by  a  variety  of  laws, 
fhe  regulated  their  trade  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhe  thought  molt  con¬ 
ducive  to  their  mutual  advantage,  and  her  own  welfare.  A  power 
was  referved  to  the  crown  of  repealing  any  laws  that  Ihould  be  en¬ 
acted  :  The  executive  authority  of  government  was  alfo  lodged  in 
the  crown,  and  its  reprefentatives ;  and  an  appeal  was  fecured  to 
the  crown  from  all  judgments  in  the  adminiftraticn  of  juftice. 

For  all  thefe  powers,  eftablifhed  by  the  mother  country  over 
the  colonies ;  for  all  thefe  immenfe  emoluments  derived  by  her 

from 


from  them  ;  for  all  their  difficulties  and  diftreffes  in  filing  them- 
felves,  what  was  the  recompence  made  them  ?  A  communication  of 
her  rights  in  general,  and  particularly  of  that  great  one,  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  all  the  reft - that  their  property,  acquired  with  fo  much 

pain  and  hazard,  ftiould  be  difpofed  of  by  none  but*  themielves— 
or,  to  ufe  the  beautiful  and  emphatic  language  of  the  facred  fcrip- 
tures  f,  “  that  they  ihould  fit  every  man  under  his  vine,  and  under 
his  fig-tree,  and  none  should  make  them  afraid.” 

Can  any  man  of  candor  and  knowledge  deny,  that  thefe  in- 
ftitutions  form  an  affinity  between  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies, 
that  fufdciently  fecures  their  dependence  upon  her  ?  Or  that  for  her 
to  levy  taxes  upon  them,  is  to  reverfe  the  nature  of  things  ?  Or 
that  fhe  can  puriue  fuch  a  meafure,  without  reducing  them  to  a 
ftate  of  vaffialage  ? 

If  any  perfon  cannot  conceive  the  fupremaev  of  Great-Britain 
to  exift,  without  the  power  of  laying  taxes  to  levy  money  upon 
us,  the  hiftory  of  the  colonies,  and  of  Great-Britain ,  fince  their 
fettlement,  will  prove  the  contrary.  He  will  there  find  the  amaz¬ 
ing  advantages  arifing  to  her  from  them - the  conftant  exercife  of 

her  fupremacy— and  their  filial  iubmifiion  to  it,  without  a  fingie 
rebellion,  or  even  the  thought  of  one,  from  their  firft  emigration 

to  this  moment - And  all  thele  things  have  happened,  without 

one  inftance  of  Great-Britain' s  laying  taxes  to  levy  money  upon 
them. 

A  ' 

How  many  \  Britifo  authors  have  demonftrated,  that  the  pre- 
fent  wealth,  power  and  glory  of  their  country,  are  founded  upon 

D  thefe 

*  <l  The  power  of  taxing  tbenfdves,  was  the  privilege  of  which  the  Englifh 
were,  with  reason,  particularly  jealous."  Hume's  Hijl.  of  England. 

-j-  M  i  c  .  iv.  4. 

X  It  has  been  faid  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  complaints  have  been 
made  of  the  decay  wf  trade  to  any  part  of  Europe ,  “  That  fuch  things  were  not 
worth  regard,  as  Great-Britain  was  poflelfed  of  colonies  that  could  confume 
more  of  her  manufactures  than  fhe  was  al  le  to  fupply  them  with.” 

“  As  the  cafe  now  Hands,  we  fhall  fhew  that  the  plantations  are  a  fpring  of 
•wealth  to  this  nation,  that  they  •work  for  us,  that  their  treasure  centers 
all  here,  and  that  the  laws  have  tied  them  f aft  enough  to  us  ;  fo  that  it 
mud  be  through  our  own  fault  and  m.fmanagemcnt,  if  they  become  inde¬ 
pendent  of  England."  Davenant  on  the  Plantation  Trade. 

“  It  is  better  that  the  iflands  fhould  be  fupplied  from  the  Northern  Colonies 
than  from  England ;  for  this  reafon,  the  provifions  we  might  fend  to  Barbados, 
"Jamaica ,  &c.  would  be  unimproved  product  of  the  earth,  as  grain  of  all  kinds, 
or  fuch  produCt  where  there  is  little  got  by  the  improvement,  as  malt,  fait 
beef  and  pork;  indeed  the  exportation  of  lalt  fifh  thither  vwmld  be  more  ad¬ 
vantageous,  but  the  goods  which  we  fend  to  the  Northern  Colonics ,  are  fuch, 
whofe  improvement  may  be  juflly  faid,  one  with  another,  to  be  near  four  ffths 
of  the  value  of  the  whole  commodity ,  as  apparel,  hou/hold  furniture,  and  many 
other  things.”  Idem. 

“  New-England  is  the  mod  prejudicial  plantation  to  the  kingdom  of  Eng¬ 
land ,  and  yet,  to  do  right  to  that  moft  induftrious  Engljh  colony,  I  mud  conlcfs, 
that  though  we  lofe  by  their  unlimited  trade  with  other  foreign  plantations,  yet 
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thefe  colonies?  As  conftantly  as  llreams  tend  to  the  ocean,  have  they' 
been  pou/ing  the  fruits  of  all  their  labors  into  their  mother’s  lap. 
Good  heaven  !  and  fhall  a  total  oblivion  of  former  tenderneffes 
and  blefiings,  be  fpread  over  the  minds  of  a  pood  and  wife  nation, 
by  the  fordid  arts  of  intriguing  men,  who,  covering  their  felfrfh 
projects  under  pretences  of  public  good,  iirft  enrage  their  country¬ 
men  into  a  frenzy  of  paffion,  and  then  advance  their  own  influence 
and  intered,  by  gratifying  the  paffion,  which  they  themfelves  have 
bafely  excited. 

Hitherto 

we  are  very  great  gainers  by  their  direCt  trade  to  and  from  Old  England.  Our 
yearly  exportations  of  Englijh  manufactures,  malt  and  other  goods,  from  hence 
thither  amounting,  in  my  opinion,  to  ten  times  the  value  of  what  is  imported 
from  thence  $  which  calculation  I  do  not  make  at  random,  but  upon  mature 
C9nf deration,  and,  peradventure,  upon  as  much  experience  in  this  very  trade,  as  any 
other  perfon  will  pretend  to  ;  and  therefore,  whenever  reformation  of  our  cor- 
refpondency  in  trade  with  that  people  fhall  be  thought  on,  it  will,  in  my  poor 
judgment,  require  great  tenderness,  and  very  serious  circum¬ 
spection.”  Sir  Tosiah  Child's  D ij. courfe  on  Trade. 

“  Our  plantations  fpend  moftly  our  Englijh  manufactures,  and  thofe  of  all 
forts  ahnojl  imaginable,  in  egregious  quantities,  and  employ  near  two  thirds  of  all 
cur  Engl  till  Jhipping  •  fo  that  we  have  more  people  in  England ,  by  reafon  of  our 
plantations  in  America .”  Idem. 

Sir  Jo s i  a h  Child  fays,  in  another  part  of  his  work,  “  That  not  more  than 
fifty  families  are  maintained  in  England  by  the  refining  of  fugar.”  From  whence, 
and  from  whkt  Davenant  fays,  it  is  plain,  that  the  advantages  here  faid  to  be 
derived  from  the  plantations  by  England ,  muft  be  meant  chiefly  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  colonies. 

I  fhall  fum  up  my  whole  remarks  on  our  American  colonies,  with  this  ob- 
fervation,  that  as  they  are  a  certain  annual  revenue  of  several  millions 
sterling  to  their  mother  country,  they  ought  carefully  to  be  protected,  duly 
encouraged,  and  every  opportunity  that  prefents,  improved  for  their  increment 
and  advantage,  as  every  one  they  can  poffibly  reap,  muft  at  laft  return  to  us 
with  intereft.”  B e  a  w e  s 'r  Lex  Merc.  Red. 

“  We  may'fafely  advance,  that  our  trade  and  navigation  are  greatly  increafed 
by  our  colonies,  and  that  they  really  are  a  fource  of  treafure  and  naval  power  to 
this  kingdom,  lince  they  work  for  us,  and  their  treasure  centers 
here.  Before  their  fettlement,  our  manufactures  were  few,  and  thofe  but  in¬ 
different  ;  the  number  of  Englijh  merchants  very  fmall,  and  the  whole  fhip- 
pingof  the  nation  much  inferior  to  what  now  belongs  to  the  Northern  Colonies 
only,  ‘ Thefe  are  certain  faEls.  But  fince  their  eftablifhment,  our  condition  has 
altered  for  the  better,  almoft  to  a  degree  beyond  credibility. — Our  manufac¬ 
tures  are  prodigioufly  increafed,  chiefly  by  the  demand  for  them  in  the  plan¬ 
tations,  where  they  at  least  take  off  one  half,  and  fupply  us  with 
many  valuable  commodities  for  exportation,  which  is  as  great  an  emolument  to 
the  mother  kingdom,  as  to  the  plantations  themfelves.” 

Postlethwa  yt’s  Univ.  DIB.  of  Trade  and  Commerce. 

ic  Moil  of  the  nations  of  Europe  have  interfered  with  us,  more  or  lefs,  In 
divers  of  our  ftaple  manufactures,  within  half  a  century,  not  only  in  our  wool¬ 
len,  but  in  our  lead  and  tin  manufactures,  as  well  as  our  fifheries.” 

Postlethwa  yt,  ibid. 

“  The  inhabitants  of  our  colonies,  by  carrying  on  a  trade  with  their  foreign 
neighbours ,  do  not  only  occafion  a  greater  quantity  of  the  goods  and  merchandizes  of 
Europe  being  Jent  from  hence  to  them ,  and  a  greater  quantity  of  the  produCt  of 
America  to  be  lent  from  them  hither,  which  would  otberwife  be  carried  from, 
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Hitherto  Great-Britain  has  been  contented  with  her  pro¬ 
sperity.  Moderation  has  been  the  rule  of  her  condu6t.  But  now, 
a  generous  humane  people,  that  fo  often  has  piote&ed  the  liberty  of 
ftangkrs,  is  enflamed  into  an  attempt  to  tear  a  privilep-e  from  her 
own  children,  which,  if  executed,  mutt,  in  their  opinion,  /ink 
them  into  Haves  :  And  for  what?  Fora  pernicious  power,  not 
neceflary  to  her,  as  her  own  experience  may  convince  her ;  but 
horribly  dreadful  and  deteffable  to  them. 

D  2  It 

and  brought  to  Europe  by  foreigners,  but  an  increale  of  the  feamen  and  naviga¬ 
tion  in  thofe  parts,  which  is  of  great  flrength  and  fecurity,  as  well  as  of  great 
advantage  to  our  plantations  in  genera].  And  though  fme  of  our  colonies  are  not 
only  for  preventing  the  importations  of  all  goods  of  the  fame  fpecies  they  produce, 
but  fuffer  particular  planters  to  keep  great  runs  of  land  in  their  p«f)'effion  unculti¬ 
vated,  with  defign  to  prevent  new  fettlements,  whereby  they  imagine  the  prices 
of  their  commodities  may  be  aff'edled  ;  yet  if  it  be  confidered,  that  the  markets 
of  Great-Britain  depend  on  the  markets  of  all  Europe  in  general,  and  that  the 
European  markets  in  general  depend  on  the  proportion  between  the  annual  confump- 
t  ion  and  the  whole  quantitymoi  each  fpecies  annually  produced  by  all  nations  j  it 
muff  follow,  that  whether  we  or  foreigners  are  the  producers,  carriers ,  import¬ 
ers  and  exporters  of  American  produce,  yet  their  refpeftive  prices  in  each  colony 
(the  difference  of  freight,  cuffoms  and  importations  confidered)  will 'always  bear 
proportion  to  the  general  consumption  of  the  whole  quantity  of  each  fort,  produced 
/n  all  colonies,  and  in  all  parts,  allowing  only  for  the  ul'ual  contingencies  that 
trade  and  commerce,  agriculture  and  manufa&ures,  are  liable  to  in  all  coun¬ 
tries.”  PosTLETH  WAY  T,  ibid. 

“  It  is  certain,  that  from  the  very  time  Sir  William  Raleigh ,  the  father  of  our 
Englifh  colonies,  and  his  afl'oeiates,  firff  projected  thefc  eftablifhments,  there 
have  been  perfons  who  have  found  an  intereff,  in  mifrep> efenting,  or  leffening 

the  value  of  them - The  attempts  were  called  chimerical  and  dangerous. 

Afterwards  many  malignant  fuggeftions  were  made  about  facrificing  fo  many 
Englifomen  to  the  obftinate  defire  of  fettling  colonies  in  countries  which  then 
produced  very  little  advantage.  But  as  thefe  difficulties  were  gradually  fur- 
mounted,  thofe  complaints  vanifhed.  No  fooner  were  thefe  lamentations  ovet, 
but  others  arofe  in  their  ffead  ;  when  it  could  be  no  longer  laid,  that  th  colonies 
were  ufelefs,  it  was  allcdged  that  they  were  not  ufeful  enough  to  their  mother 
country  j  that  while  we  were  loaded  with  taxes,  they  were  abfolutely  free  $ 
that  the  planters  lived  like  princes,  while  the  inhabitants  of  England  laboured 
hard  for  a  tolerable  fubfiffence.”  PosUethwayt,  ibid. 

u  Before  the  fettlement  of  thefe  colonies,”  fays  Pofllethwayt,  “  our  manu- 
fadlures  were  few,  and  thofe  but  indifferent.  In  thofe  days  we  had  not  only 
our  naval  ftor'bs,  but  our  fhips  from  our  neighbours.  Germany  furni/hed  us  with 
all  things  made  of  metal,  even  to  nails.  Wine,  paper,  linens,  and  a  rhoufand 
other  things,  came  from  France.  Portugal  fuppiicd  us  with  fugar  ;  all  the 
products  of  America  were  poured  into  us  from  Spain  ;  and  the  Venetians  and  Ge - 
neefe  retailed  to  us  the  commodities  of  th e  Kafr -Indies,  at  their  own  price.” 

it  If  it  be  afked,  whether  foreigners,  for  what  goods  they  tako  of  us,  do  not 
pay  on  that  confumption  a  great  portion  of  our  taxes  ?  It  is  admitted  they  do.” 

Post  l  f.  1  h  w  a  y  t’j  Great-Britain  s  ‘ True  Syjlcm. 
t(  If  we  are  afraid  that  one  day  or  other  the  colonies  will  revolt,  and  fet  up 
for  thcmlclvcs,  as  feme  leem  to  apprehend,  let  us  not  drive  them  to  a  necejjity  to 
feel  themfelv^  independent  of  us  $  as  they  will  do,  the  moment  they  perceive 
that  ‘THEY  CAN  BE  SUPPLIED  WJ  H  ALL  THING*  FROM 
WIT H I N  THEMSELVES,  and  do  not  need  our  affiftance.  if  we  would 
keep  them  ftill  dependent  upon  their  mother  country,  and,  in  fome  rcfpc£ls, 

*  fibfer-vitnt 


L  28'  ] 

It  feems  extremely  probable,'  that  when  cool,  diipaffionate  po- 
fterity,  ih all  conhder  the  affectionate  intercourfe,  the  reciprocal 
benefits,  and  the  unfufpedtins  conscience,  that  have  fabiifted  be- 
tween  thele  colonies  and  their  parent  country,  for  fuch  a  length  of 

time, 

fubfervient  to  her  views  and  welfare  5  let  us  make  It  their  interest  always  to 
be  fo.”  Tucker  on  Trade. 

“  Our  colonics,  while  they  have  Enghfh  blood  in  their  veins,  and  have  re¬ 
lations  in  England ,  and  while  they  can  get  e\  trading  with  us, 
the  Jlronger  and  greater  they  grow,  the  more  this  crown  and  kingdom  will  get  by 
them;  and  nothing  but  fuch  an  arbitrary  power  as  fh all  make  them  defperate, 
can  bring  them  to  rebel.”  Davenant  on  the  Plantation  Trade. 

t(  The  Northern  colonies  are  not  upon  the  lame  footing  as  thofe  of  the 
South;  and  having  a  worfe  foil  to  improve,  they  muff  find  the  recompence 
fome  other  way,  which  only  can  be  in  property  and  dominion  t  Upon  which 
{ core ,  any  innovations  in  the  form  of  government  there,  fhould  be  cauti- 
©ufly  examined,  for  fear  of  entering  upon  meafures,  by  which  the  induftry 
of  the  inhabitants  be  quite  difeouraged.  ’Tis  always  unfortunate  for 
a  people,  either  by  consent,  or  upon  compulsion,  to  depart  from  their 
primitive  institutions,  and  those  fundamentals,  by  which  they 
were  first  united  together.”  Idem. 

The  moft  effertwal  way  of  uniting  the  colonies,  is  to  make  it  their  common 
intereft  to  oppofe  the  defigns  and  attempts  of  Great- Britain. 

“  All  wife  Hates  will  well  conftder  how  to  preferve  the  advantages  arifing  from 
colonies,  and  avoid  the  evils.  And  I  conceive  that  there  can  be  but  two  ways 
in  nature  to  hinder  them  from  throwing  oft  their  dependence;  one  to  keep  it 
out  of  their  power ,  and  the  other,  out  of  their  will.  The  firft  muft  be  by  force , 
and  the  latter ,  by  ufing  them  well,  and  keeping  them  employed  in  fuch  produc¬ 
tions,  and  making  fuch  manufactures,  as  will  fupport  themfelves  and  families 
comfortably,  and  procure  them  wealth  too,  and  at  leaft  not  prejudice  their  mother 
country. 

“  Force  can  never  be  ufed  effettually  to  anfwer  the  end,  without  defraying  the 
colonies  themfelves.  Liberty  and  encouragement  are  neceflary  to  carry  people 
thither,  and  to  keep  them  together  when  they  are  there  ;  and  violence  will  hin¬ 
der  both.  Any  body  of  troops,  conliaerable  enough  to  awe  them,  and  keep  them 
in  fubjertion,  under  the  direction  too  of  a  needy  governor,  often  fent  thither  to 
make  his  fortune,  and  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  any  application  for  redrefs,  will 
foon  put  an  end  to  all  planting,  and  leave  the  country  to  the  foldiers  alone,  and 
if  it  did  not,  would  eat  up  all  the  proft  of  the  colony.  For  this  reafon,  arbitrary 
countries  have  not  been  equally  fuccefsful  in  planting  colonies  with  tree  ones ; 
and  what  they  have  done  in  that  kind,  has  either  been  by  force,  at  a  vaft  ex¬ 
pence,  or  by  departing  from  the  nature  of  their  government,  and  'giving  fuch  privi¬ 
leges  to  planters  as  were  denied  to  their  other  fubjeds.  And  I  dare  fay,  that  a  tew 
prudent  laws,  and  a  little  prudent  conduct,  would  foon  give  us  lar  the  greatelb 
fhare  of  the  riches  of  all  America,  perhaps  drive  many  of  other  nations  out  of 
it,  or  into  our  colonies  for  fhelter. 

“  There  are  Jo  many  exigencies  in  all  ftates,  fo  many  foreign  wars ,  and  dcmejlic  di- 
furbances ,  that  thefe  colonies  can  never  want  opportunities,  ir  they 
watch  for  them,  to  do  what  they  jhall  find  their  interejl  to  do  j  and  therefore  we 
ought  to  take  all  the  precautions  in  our  power,  that  it  final  1  never  be  their  in¬ 
tereft  to  art  againft  that  of  their  native  country  ;  an  evil  which  can  no  other- 
wife  be  averted,  than  by  keeping  them  fully  employed  in  luch  trades  as  will  in - 
creaj'e  their  own,  as  well  as  our  wealth  ;  for  it  is  muen  to  be  reared,  it  we  do  not 
find  employment  for  them,  they  may  find  it  for  us ;  the  intereft  of  the  mother 
country,  is  always  to  keep  them  dependent,  and  fo  employed  ;  and  it  requires 
all  her  addrefs  to  do  it;  and  it  is  certainly  more  eafly  and  effectually  done  by 
gentle  and  irfenfible  methods,  than  by  power  alone.”  CATo’i  Letters. 
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time,  they  will. execrate,  with  the  bittereft  curfes,  the  infamous 
memory  of  thofe  men,  whcfe  peitilential  ambition  unneceifarily, 
wantonly,  cruelly,  firft  opened  the  fources  of  civil  difcord  between 
them  ;  ftrft  turned  their  love  into  jealoufy  ;  and  firffc  taught  thefe 

provinces,  filled  with  grief  and  anxiety,  to  enquire - 

Mens  ubi  materna  ejl  ? 

Where  is  maternal  attention  ? 

i 

A  FARMER. 

__ . . .  . . . . . . . 

L  E  T  T  E  R  VI. 


My  dear  Countrymen, 

IT  may  perhaps  be  objected  againft  the  arguments  that  have 
been  offered  to  the  public,  concerning  the  legal  power  of  the 
.  parliament,  “  that  it  has  always  exercifed  the  power  of  irti poling 
duties*  for  the  purpofes  of  railing  a  revenue  on  the  productions  of 
thefe  colonies  carried  to  Great-Britain ,  which  may  be  called  a  tax 
on  them.”  To  this  objection  I  anfwcr,  that  this  is  no  violation  of 
the  rights  of  the  colonies,  it  being  implied  in  the  relation  between 
them  and  Great-Britain ,  that  they  lhould  not  carry  fuch  commo¬ 
dities  to  other  nations,  as  lhould  enable  them  to  interfere  with  the 
mother  country.  The  impofition  of  duties  on  thefe  commodities, 
when  brought  to  her,  is  only  a  confequence  of  her  parental  right ; 
and  if  the  point  is  thoroughly  examined,  the  duties  will  be  found 
to  be  laid  on  the  people  of  the  mother  country.  Whatever  they 
are,  thev  mult  proportionably  raife  the  price  of  the  goods,  and 
confequently  mud  be  paid  by  the  consumers.  In  this  light  they 
were  conlidered  by  the  parliament  in  the  25th  Charles  II.  Chap.  7, 
Seif.  2,  which  fays,  that  the  productions  of  the  plantations  were 
carried  from  one  to  another  free  from  all  cuftoms,  “  while  the  fub- 
v£ts  of  this  your  kingdom  of  England  have  paid  great  cuJIqtns  and 
imb  editions  for  -iv^hat  of  them  ha-ve  been  stent  here,”  tZ>c. 

Besides,  if  Great-Britain  exports  thefe  commodities  again,  the 
duties  will  injure  her  own  trade,  fo  that  Ihe  cannot  hurt  us,  with¬ 
out  plainly  and  immediately  hurting  herfclf  ;  and  this  is  our  check 
againft  her  acting  arbitrarily  in  this  refpeff. 

°*  It  may  be  perhaps  further  objected,  “  that  it  being  granted 
.  that  liatutes  nude  for  regulating  trade,  are  binding  upon  us,  it 

will 

*  If  any  one  lhould  obferve  that  no  oppo/ition  has  been  made  tn  the  legality 
of  the  4th  Gen.  HI .  Chap.  15,  which  is  the  First  aCt  of  parliament  that  ever 
impofed  duties  on  the  importations  into  America,  for  the  cxprrffeii  purpofe  ot 

railing  a  revenue  there  j  I  anfwer - Firft,  That  tho’  the  ail  exprefly  mentions 

tire 
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will  be  difficult  for  any  perfons,  but  the  makers  .of  the  laws,  to 
determine,  which  of  them  are  made  for  the  regulating  of  trade, 
and  which  for  railing  a  revenue;  and  that  from  hence  mav  arife 
confufion.” 

i  o  this  I  anfwer,  that  the  obje£lion  is  of  no  force  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  or  fuch  as  refenible  it ;  becaufe  the  a £1  now  in  queftion,  is 
{oxmea  expreJJy  f  ov.  the  sole  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue, 

However,  fuppoiing  the  defign  of  parliament  had  not  been 
txprejjfed ,  the  obje'dion  teems  to  me  of  no  weight,  with  regard  to 
tile  influence  which  thofe  who  may  make  it,  mighk  expe£l  it  ought 
to  have  on  the  conduct  of  thefe  colonies. 

It  is  true,  that  itnpoftions  for  raifng  a  revenue^  may  be  here¬ 
after  called  regulations  of  trade'.  But  names  will  not  change  the 
nature  of  things.  Indeed  we  ought  firmly  to  believe,  what  is  an 
undoubted  truth,  confirmed  by  the  unhappy  experience  of  many 
{fates  heretofore  free,  that  unless  the  most  watchful  at¬ 
tention  BE  EXERTED,  A  NEW  SERVITUDE  MAY  BE  SLIPPED 
UPON  US,  UNDER  THE  SANCTION  OF  USUAL  AND  RESPEC¬ 
TABLE  TERMS. 

Thus  the  C&fars  ruined  the  Roman  liberty,  under  the  titles  of 
tribunicial  and  dictatorial  authorities— -old  and  venerable  dignities, 
known  in  the  moft  flourifhing  times  of  freedom.  In  imitation  of 
the  fame  policy,  James  II.  when  he  ?neant  to  eftablifh  popery,  talked 
of  liberty  of  confcience,  the  moll  facred  of  all  liberties ;  and  had 
thereby  almoft  deceived  the  Diflenters  into  deftritetion. 

All  artful  rulers,  who  drive  to  extend  their  power  beyond  its 
juil  limits,  endeavor  to  give  to  their  attempts  as  much  femblance 

of 

the  railing  a  revenue  in  America ,  yet  it  Teems  that  it  had  as  much  in  view  the 
ec  improving  and  fecuring  the  trade  between  the  fame  and  Great-Britain ,” 
which  words  are  part  of  its  title:  And  the  preamble  fays,  “  Whereas  it  is  ex¬ 
pedient  that  new  provifions  and  regulations  fhould  be  eftablifhed  for  improving 
the  revenue  of  this  kingdom,  and  for  extending  and  fecuring  the  navigation  and 
commerce  between  Great-Britain,  and  your  Majejly' s  dominions  in  America,  which 
by  the  peace  have  been  fo  happily  extended  and  enlarged,”  &c.  Secondly,  All 
the  duties  mentioned  in  that  a£l  are  impofed  folely  on  the  productions  and  manu¬ 
factures  of  foreign  countries ,  and  not  a  fingle  duty  laid  on  any  produ&ion  or  manu¬ 
facture  of  our  mother  country.  Thirdly,  the  authority  of  the  provincial  af- 
femblies  is  not  therein  fo  plainly  attacked  as  by  the  lafb  a£t,  which  makes  pro- 
vifion  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  ((  adminiftration  of  juftice,”  and  “  the 
fupport  of  civil  government.”  Fourthly,  That  it  being  doubtful ,  whether  the 
intention  of  the  4th  Geo.  III.  Chap.  15,  was  not  as  much  to  regulate  trade ,  as  to 
raife  a  revenue,  the  minds  of  the  people  here  were  wholly  engrofled  by  the  terror 
of  the  Stamp-ACt,  then  impending  over  them,  about  the  intention  of  which 
there  could  be  no  doubt. 

Thefe  reafons  fo  far  diftinguifh  the  4th  Geo.  III.  Chap.  15,  from  the  faft  a£l, 
that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  firft  fhould  have  been  fubmitted  to, 
tiJO*  the  laft  fhould  excite  the  moft  univerfal  and  fpirited  oppofirion.  For  this 
will  be  found,  on  the  ftrifteft  examination,  to  be,  in  the  principle  on  which  it 
is  founded,  and  in  the  confequences  that  muft  attend  it,  if  poflible,  more  deftruc- 
tiye  than  the  Stamp- ACt.  It  is,  to  fpeak  plainly,  a  prodigy  in  owr  laws ;  not 
having  one  Britifb  feature. 
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of  legality  as  poffible.  Thofe  who  fucceed  them  may  venture  to 
♦go  a  little  further ;  for  each  new  encroachment  will  be  itrength- 
ened  by  a  former.  “  f  That  which  is  now  fupported  by  examples, 
growing  old,  will  become  an  example  itfelf,”  and  thus  fupport 
frefh  uiurpations. 

A  free  people  therefore  can  never  be.  too  quick  in  obferving, 
nor  too  firm  in  oppoiing  the  beginnings  of  alteration  either  in 
form  or  reality ,  refpc&ing  inllitutions  formed  for  their  fecurity. 
The  firft  kind  of  alteration  leads  to  the  lad:  :  Yet,  on  the  other 
hand*  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  the  forms  of  liberty  may 
be  retained,  when  the  fubjta?ice  is  gone.  In  government,  as  well 
as  in  religion,  “  The  letter  killeth,  but  the Jpirit  giveth  life  J.” 

I  will  beg  leave  to  enforce  this  remark  by  a  few  indances. 
The  crown,  by  the  conflitution,  has  the  prerogative  of  creating 
peers.  The  exiltence  oi  that  order,  in  due  number  and  dignity, 
is  efiential  to  the  conilitution ;  and  if  the  crown  did  not  exercifc 
that  prerogative,  the  peerage  mull  have  long  fince  decreafed  fo 
much  as  to  have  loll  its  proper  influence.  Suppofe  a  prince,  for 
fome  unjull  purpofes,  fhould,  from  time  to  time,  advance  fo  many 
needy,  profligate  wretches  to  that  rank,  that  all  the  independence 
of  the  houfe  of  lords  fhould  be  deftroyed ;  there  would  then  be  a 
mamfefl  violation  of  the  conilitution,  under  the  appearance  of  ujvng 
legal  prerogative . 

The  houfe  of  commons  claims  the  privilege  of  forming  all  mo¬ 
ney  bills,  and  will  not  luffer  either  of  the  other  branches  of  ihe 
legiflature  to  add  to,  or  alter  them  ;  contending  that  their  power 
limply  extends  to  an  acceptance  or  reje&ion  of  them.  This  pri¬ 
vilege  appears  to  be  juft :  But  under  pretence  of  th|s  juif  privilege, 
the  houfe  of  commons  has  claimed  a  licence  of  tacking  to  money 
bills,  claufes  relating  to  things  of  a  totally  different"  kind,  and 
thus  forcing  them  in  a  manner  on  the  king  and  lords.  This  feems 
to  be  an  abufe  of  that  privilege,  and  it  may  be  vaffly  more  abu- 
fed.  Suppofe  a  future  houfe,  influenced  by  fome  difplaced,  difeon- 
tented  demagogues— in  a  time  of  danger,  fhould  tack  to  a  money 
bill,  fomething  fo  injurious  to  the  king  and  peers,  that  they  would 
not  affent  to  it,  and  yet  the  commons  fhould  obltinately  inflit  on 
it ;  the  whole  kingdom  would  be  expofed  to  ruin  by  them,  under 
the  appearance  of  maintaining  a  valuable  privilege. 

In  thefe  cafes  it  might  be  difficult  for  a  while  to  determine, 
whether  the  king  intended  to  exercifc  his  prerogative  in  a  confli- 
tutional  manner  or  not ;  or  whether  the  commons  infilled  on  their 
demand  faftioufly,  or  for  the  public  good:  But  furely  the  condud 
of  the  crown,  or  of  the  houfe,  would  in  time  fufficiently  explain 
itfelf. 

Ought  not  the  people  therefore  to  watch?  to  obferve  fads? 
to  fearch  into  caufes  ?  to  invelligate  defigns  ?  And  have  they  not  a 

right 
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right  of  judging  from  the  evidence  before  them,  on  no  {lighter 
points  than  their  liberty  and  happinefs  ?  Jt  would  be  lefs  than  tri¬ 
fling,  wherever  a  Britijb  government  is  edablifhed,  to  make  ufe  of 
any  arguments  to  prove  iuch  a  right.  It  is  fufficient  to  remind 
the  reader  of  the  day,  on  the  anniverfary  of  which  the  hrit  of 
thefe  letters  is  dated. 

I  will  now  apply  what  has  been  faid  to  the  prefent  quedion. 

The  nature  of  any  impofitions  laid  by  parliament  on  thefe  co¬ 
lonies,  mud  determine  the  defign  in  laying  them.  It  may  not 
be  eafy  in  every  indance  to  diicover  that  defign.  Wherever  it  is 
doubtful,  I  think  fubmiffion  cannot  be  dangerous  ;  nay,  it  mud 
be  right ;  for,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  no  privilege  thefe  colonies 
claim,  which  they  ought  in  duty  and  prudence  more  earnedly  to 
maintain  and  defend,  than  the  authority  of  the  Britijb- parliament 
to  regulate  the  trade  of  all  her  dominions.  Without  this  autho¬ 
rity,  the  benefits  fhe  enjoys  from  our  commerce,  mud  be  lod  to 
her  :  The  blefiings  we  enjoy  from  our  dependence  upon  her,  mud 
be  lod  to  us.  Her  drength  mud  decay  ;  her  glory  vanifh ;  and 
fine  cannot  fuffer  without  our  partaking  in  her  misfortune.  Let 
us  therefore  cherijh  her  interefis  as  our  own,  and  give  her  every 
thing,  that  it  becomes  freemen  to  give  or  to  receive . 

The  nature  of  any  impofitions  fhe  may  lay  upon  us  may,  in 
general,  be  known,  by  confidering  how  far  they  relate  to  the  pre- 
ferving,  in  due  order,  the  connection  between  the  feveral  parts  of 
the  Britijb  empire.  One  thing  we  may  be  allured  of,  which  is 

this - Whenever  fhe  impofes  duties  on  commodities,  to  be  paid 

only  upon  their  exportation  from  Great-Britain  to  thefe  colonies, 
it  is  not  a  regulation  of  trade,  but  a  defign  to  raife  a  revenue  up¬ 
on  us.  Other  indances  may  happen,  which  it  may  not  be  necef- 
fary  at  prefent  to  dwell  on.  I  hope  thefe  colonies  will  never,  to 
their  lated  exidence,  want  underdanding  fufficient  to  difeover  the 
intentions  of  thofe  who  rule  over  them,  nor  the  refolution  neceffary 
for  afferting  their  intereds.  They  will  always  have  the  fame  rights, 
fhat  all  free  dates  have,  of  judging  when  their  privileges  are  in¬ 
vaded,  and  of  ufing  all  prudent  meafures  for  preferring  them. 

Jjuo  circa  vivite  fortes 
Fortiaque  adverfis  opponite  pc  flora  rebus. 

Wherefore  keep  up  your  fpirits,  and  gallantly  oppofe 
this  adverfe  courfe  of  affairs. 

A  FARMER. 


LET- 
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LETTER  VII. 


My  dear  Countrymen, 

THIS  letter  is  intended  more  particularly  for  fuch  of  you, 
whofe  employments  in  life  may  have  prevented  your  at¬ 
tending  to  the  confideration  ol  fome  points  that  are  of 
great  and  public  importance  :  For  many  fuch  perfons  tncie  mull  be 
even  in  thefe  colonies,  where  the  inhabitants  in  general  are  more 
intelligent  than  any  other  people  whatever,  as  has  been  remarked 

by  ftrangers,  and  it  feems  with  reafon. 

Some  of  you,  perhaps,  filled,  as  I  know  your  breads  are,  with 
loyalty  to  our  molt  excellent  Prince,  and  with  love  to  our  oear 
mother  country,  may  feel  yourfelves  inclined,  by  the  aflcuions  of 
your  hearts,  to  approve  every  aftion  of  thofe  whom  you  fo  much 
venerate  and  efteem.  A  prejudice  thus  flowing  from  goodnefs  ol 
difpofition,  is  amiable  indeed.  I  wifh  it  could  be  indulged  with¬ 
out  danger.  Did  I  think  this  polhble,  the  error  fhould  have  been 
adopted,  and  not  oppoled  by  me.  But  in  truth,  all  men  are  fub- 
je&  to  the  frailties  of  nature  ;  and  therefore  whatever  regard  we 
entertain  for  the  perfons  of  thofe  who  govern  us,  we  fhould  always 
remember  that  their  conduit,  as  rulers ,  may  be  influenced  by 
human  infirmities. 

When  any  laws,  injurious  to  thefe  colonies,  are  palled,  we 
cannot  fuppofe,  that  any  injury  was  intended  us  by  his  Majeily,  or 
the  Lords.  For  the  affent  of  the  crown  and  peers  to  laws,  feems, 
as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  to  have  been  veiled  in  them,  more  for 
their  own  fccurity,  than  for  any  other  purpofe.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  the  particular  bufmefs  of  the  people,  to  enquire  and 
difeover  what  regulations  are  ufeful  for  thcmfelves,  and  to  digeft 
and  prefent  thcm°in  the  form  of  bills,  to  the  other  orders,  to  have 
them  ena&ed  into  laws.  Where  thebe  laws  are  to  bind  thunjtlyes^ 
it  may  be  expected,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  will  very  carefully 
confider  them  :  But  when  they  are  making  laws  that  are  not  defign- 
ed  to  bind  thevijclrues ,  we  cannot  imagine  tout  theii  d<  ,  eiauons 

will  be  as  *  cautious  and  fcrupulous,  as  in  their  own  caie. 

£  Jam 


■  *  Many  remarkable  inftances  might  be  produced  of  the  extract  Vi naty  inat¬ 
tention  with  which  bills  of  great  importance^  concerning  thefe  colonics, 
have  paffed  in  parliament}  which  is  owing,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  to  the  nils  being 
brought  in  by  the  perfons  who  have  points  to  carry,  fo  artfully  framed,  that  tt 
isnot  cafy  for  the  members  in  general,  in  the  hafte  of  bufinefs,  to  dTfcover 

their  tendency.  ,  ,xn  ,T  n 

The  following  inftances  fhew  the  truth  of  this  remark.  When  Mr.  Green- 

ville  in  the  violence  of  reformation,  formed  the  4th  Geo.  III.  Chap.  15m,  for 
regulating  the  Amman  trade,  the  word  “  Ireland"  was  dropt  in  the  claufe  re- 
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I  am  told,  that  there  is  a  wonderful  addrefs  frequently  ufed  in 
carrying  points  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  perfons  experienced 

ln  .thefe  "S7'V  hat  opportunities  are  watched— and  fometimes 
votes  are  puffed  that  if  all  the  members  had  been  prefent,  would 
have  been  rejected  by  a  great  majority.  Certain  it  is,  that  when  a 
powei  u  an  artful  man  has  determined  on  any  meafure  againft 
thefe  colonies,  he  has  always  fucceeded  in  his  attempt.  Perhaps 
therefore  it  will  be  proper  for  us,  whenever  any  oppreffive  aft  af¬ 
fecting  us  is  pafTed,  to  attribute  it  to  the  inattention  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  to  the  malevolence  or  ambition 
l01116  factious  great  man,  rather  than  to  any  other  canfe. 

Now  I  do  verily  believe,  that  the  late  aft  of  parliament,  impo- 
-ing  duties  on  paper,  t*.  was  formed  by  Mr.  Greenville,  and  his 
party,  becaufe  it  is  evidently  a  part  cf  that  plan,  by  which  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  render  himfelf  popular  at  home;  and  I  do  alfo 
elieve,  that  not  one  half  of  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  even  of  thofe  who  heard  it  read,  did  perceive  how  de- 
itrudhve  it  was  to  American  freedom.  For  this  reafon,  as  it  is 
uiuai  in  Great-Britain,  to  confider  the  King’s  fpeech  as  the  fpeech 
of  the  miniltry,  it  may  be  right  here  to  confider  this  act  as  tile  aft 

of  a  party - perhaps  I  fhculd  fpeak  more  properly,  if  I  was  to  ufe 

another  term. 

There 

Jating  to  our  iron  and  lumber,  fo  that  we  could  fend  thefe  articles  to  so  part  of 
^urepe,  but  to  Great-Brttain.  This  was  fo  unreafonable  a  reftridion,  and  fo 
contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  the  legiilature  for  many  years  before,  that  it  is 
furprizing  it  fhould  not  have  been  taken  notice  of  in  the  hbufe.  However  the 
bill  pa/led  into  a  law.  But  when  the  matter  was  explained,  this  reftridion  was 
taken  oft  by  a iuofequent  ad.  I  cannot  pofitively  fay  how  long  after  the  taking 
ofr  this  reftridion,  as  I  have  not  the  ad,  but  I  think,  in  lefs  than  18  months 
another  ad  of  parliament  paffed,  in  wnich  the  word  “  Ireland  ”  was  left  out* 

juft  as  it  bad  been  before.  The  matter  being  a  fecond  time  explained,  was  a 
iecond  time  regulated. 

Now  if  it  be  confidered,  that  the  omiffion  mentioned  (track  off  with  one 
W0,rd  so  V£RY  GREAT  a  part  of  our  trade,  it  muft  appear  remarkable  : 
and  equally  fo  is  the  method,  by  which  Rice  became  an  enumerated  commodity 
‘  The  enumeration  was  obtained  (fays  Mr.  [a]  Gee)  by  one  Cole,  a  Cap¬ 
tain  of  a  fhip,  employed  by  a  company  then  trading  to  Carolina ,  for  feveral 
ihips  going  from  England  thither,  and  purchafing  rice  for  Portugal,  prevented 
tbe  aforejaid  Captain  of  a  loading.  Upon  his  coming  home,  he  poffeffed  one 
Mr.  Lowndes,  a  member  of  parliament  ( who  was  very  frequently  employed  to  pre~ 
pare  bills)  with  an  opinion,  that  carrying  rice  diredly  to  Portugal,  was  a  pre¬ 
judice  to  the  trade  of  England,  and  privately  got  a  claule  "into  an  ad,  to 
maite  it  an  enumerated  commodity  j  by  which  means  be  fecured  a  freight  to  birnfelh 
But  7  he  consequence  proved  a  vast  loss  to  the  nation.” 

I  fnd  that  this  claufe,  “  privately  got  into  an  ad,”  for  the  benefit 
of  Captain  Cole,  to  the  “  vast  loss  of  the  nation,”  is  foifted  into 
the  3d  and  4th  Ann,  Chap.  5th,  intituled,  “  An  ad  for  granting  to  her  Ma- 
jei.y  a  further  fubftdy  on  wines  and  merchandizes  imported,”  with  which  it 
has  no  more  connedion,  than  with  34th  Edward  I.  the  34th  and  35th  of 
henry  i  I.  and  the  25th  of  Charles  II.  which  provide,  that  no  persons 
SHALL  P  TAXED  BUT  BY  HIMSELF  OK  HIS  REPRESENTATIVE. 

lnj  Gee  on  Trade,  page  32. 
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There  are  two  ways  of  laying  taxes.  One  is,  by  impofing  a 

certain  film  on  particular  kinds  of  property,  to  be  paid  by  fhe  ufer 
or  confumer ,  or  by  rating  the  perfon  at  a  certain  fum.  The  other  is, 
by  impofing  a  certain  fum  on  particular  kinds  of  property,  to  be 
paid  by  the  J'ellcr. 

When  a  man  pays  the  firft  fort  of  tax,  he  knows  with  certainty 
that  he  pays  fo  much  money  for  a  tax.  The  ccnjidcraticn  for  which 
he  pays  it,  is  remote,  and,  it  may  be,  does  not  occur  to  him.  He 
is  fenfible  too,  that  he  is  commanded  and  obliged  to  pay  it  as  a  tax  ; 
and  therefore  people  are  apt  to  be  difpleafed  with  this  fort  of  tax. 

The  other  fort  of  tax  is  fubmitted  to  in  a  very  different  manner. 
The  purchafer  of  any  article,  very  feldom  reflc&s  that  the  feller 
raifes  his  price,  fo  as  to  indemnify  himfelf  for  the  tax  he  has  paid. 
He  knows  that  the  prices  of  things  are  continually  fluctuating,  and 
if  he  thinks  about  the  tax,  he  thinks  at  the  fame  time,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  that  he  might  have  paid  as  much,  if  the  article  he  buys 
had  not  been  taxed.  He  gets  fomething  ajifeble  and  agreeable  for 
his  money ;  and  tax  and  price  are  fo  confounded  together,  that  he 
cannot  feparate,  or  does  not  chufe  to  take  the  trouble  of  feparating 
.  them. 

This  mode  of  taxation  therefore  is  the  mode  fuited  to  arbitrary 
and  oppreflive  governments.  The  love  of  liberty  is  fo  natural  to 
the  human  heart,  that  unfeeling  tyrants  think  themfelves  obliged 
to  accommodate  their  fchemes  as  much  as  they  can  to  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  jullice  and  reafon,  and  to  deceive  thofe  whom  they  refolve 
to  deftroy,  or  opprefs,  by  prefenting  to  them  a  miferable  picture 
of  freedom,  when  the  ineftimable  original  is  loft. 

This  policy  did  not  efcape  the  cruel  and  rapacious  N  E  R  O. 
That  monfter,  apprehenfive  that  his  crimes  might  endanger  his 
authority  and  life,  thought  proper  to  do  fome  popular  aits,  to  fe- 
cure  the  obedience  of  his  fubjeCts.  Among  other  things,  fays  Ta¬ 
citus,  “  he  remitted  the  twenty-fifth  part  of  the  price  on  the  fale 
of  Haves,  but  rather  in  jhew  than  reality  ;  tor  the  feller  being 
ordered  to  pay  it,  it  became  part  of  the  price  to  the  buyer  j|.” 

This  is  the  reflection  of  the  judicious  Hifloricm ;  but  the  delud¬ 
ed  people  gave  their  infamous  Emperor  full  credit  for  his  falfe  ge- 
nerofity.  Other  nations  have  been  treated  in  the  fame  manner  the 
Romans  were.  The  honeft,  induftrious  Germans,  who  are  fettled  in 
different  parts  »of  this  continent,  can  inform  us,  that  it  was  this 
fort  of  tax  that  drove  them  from  their  native  land  to  our  woods,  at 
that  time  the  feats  of  period  and  undifturbed  freedom. 

Their  Princes,  enflamed  by  the  lull  of  power,  and  the  luft  of 
avarice,  two  furies  that  the  more  they  are  gorged,  the  more  hungry 
'  «  they  grow,  tranfgreffed  the  bounds  they  ought,  in  regard  to  them¬ 
felves,  to  have  obferved.  To  keep  up  the  deception  in  the  minds 

E  2  of 
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of  fubje&s,  “  there  mull  be,”  fays  f  a  very  learned  author,  “  fome 
proportion  between  the  impolt  and  the  value  of  the  commodity; 
wherefore  there  ought  not  to  be  an  exceflive  duty  upon  merchan¬ 
dizes  of  little  value.  There  are  countries  in  which  the  duty  ex¬ 
ceeds  feventeen  or  eighteen  times  the  value  of  the  commodity.  In 
this  cafe  the  Prince  removes  the  illulion.  His  fubje&s  plainly  fee 
they  are  dealt  with  in  an  unreafonable  manner,  which  renders  them 
molt  exquifitely  fenfible  of  their  llavifh  fituation.5*  Prom  hence  it 
appears,,  that  fubje&s  may  be  ground  down  into  mifery  by  this  fort 
of  taxation,  as  well  as  by  the  former.  They  will  be  as  much  im- 
poverilhed,  if  their  money  is  taken  from  them  in  this  way  as  in 
the  other;  and  that  it  will  be  taken,  may  be  more  evident,  by  at¬ 
tending  to  a  few  more  confiderations. 

The  merchant  or  importer,  who  pays  the  duty  at  firft,  will  not 
confeht  to  be  fo  much  money  out  of  pocket.  He  therefore  pro- 
portionably  raifes  the  price  of  his  goods.  It  may  then  be  faid  to 
be  a  conted  between  him  and  the  perfon  offering  to  buy,  who  fhall 
lofe  the  duty.  This  mud  be  decided  by  the  nature  of  the  com¬ 
modities,  and  the  purchafer’s  demand  for  them.  If  they  are  mere 
luxuries,  he  is  at  liberty  to  do  as  he  pleafes,  and  if  he  buys,  he 
does  it  voluntarily:  But  if  they  are  abfolute  neceffaries,  or  conve¬ 
niences,  which  ufe  and  cuftom  have  made  requifite  for  the  comfort 
of  life,  and  which  he  is  not  permitted,  by  the  power  impofing  the 
duty,  to  get  el/envhere ,  there  the  feller  has  a  plain  advantage,  and 
the  buyer  muft  pay  the  duty.  In  fa&,  the  feller  is  nothing  lefs 
than  a  colle&or  of  the  tax  for  the  power  that  impofed  it.  If  thefe 
duties  then  are  extended  to  the  neceffaries  and  conveniences  of  life 
in  general,  and  enormoully  encreafed, 5  the  people  mud  at  length 
become  indeed  “  mod  exquifitely  fenfible  of  their  flavifh  fituation.” 
Their  happinefs  therefore  entirely  depends  on  the  moderation  of 
thofe  who  have  authority  to  impofe  the  duties. 

I  shall  now  amply  thefe  obfervations  to  the  late  a&  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  Certain  duties  are  thereby  impofed  on  paper  and  glafs,  im¬ 
ported  into  thefe  colonies.  By  the  laws  of  Great- Britain  we  are 
prohibited  to  get  thefe  articles  from  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
We  cannot  at  prefent,  nor  for  many  years  to  come,  tho’  we  fhould 
apply  ourfelves  to  thefe  manufa&ures  with  the  utmod  indudry, 
make  enough  ourfelves  for  our  own  irfe.  That  paper  and  glafs  are 
not  only  convenient,  but  abfolutely  -neceffary  for  *us,  I  imagine 
very  few  will  contend.  Some  perhaps,  who  think  mankind  grew 
wicked  and  luxurious,  as  foon  as  they  found  out  another  way  of 
communicating  theii^  fentiments  than  by  fpeech,  and  another  way 
of  dwelling  than  in  caves,  may  advance  fo  whimfical  an  opinion. 

B  at  I  prefume  no  body  will  take  the  unneceffary  trouble  of  refut-  » 
in£  them. 

O 

From 

•f  Montefquieu  s  Spirit  of  Laics,  Book  13,  Chap.  8. 
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From  thefe  remarks  I  think  it  evident,  that  we  muft  ufe  paper 
and  glafs ;  that  what  we  ufe  muft  be  Britijb ;  and  that  we  muft 
pay  the  duties  impofed,  unlefs  thofe  who  fell  thefe  articles,  are  fo 
crenerous  as  to  make  us  prefents  of  the  duties  thc>  pay. 

6  Some  perfons  may  think  this  aft  of  no  confequence,  becaufe  the 
duties  are  fo  /mall.  A  fatal  error.  '  That  is  the  very  circumftance 
molt  alarming  to  me.  For  I  am  convinced,  that  the  authors  of  this 
law  would  never  have  obtained  an  aft  to  raife  fo  trifling  a  fum  as  it 
muft  do,  had  they  not  intended  by  it  to  eftablifh  a  precedent  for  fu¬ 
ture  ufe.  To  ccnfole  ourfelves  with  th c/mallnefs  of  the  duties,  is 
to  walk  deliberately  into  the  fnare  that  is  fet  for  us,  praifing  the 
neatnefs  of  the  workmanlhip.  Suppofe  the  duties  impoled  by  the 
late  aft  could  be  paid  by  thefe  diftrefted  colonies  with  the  utmoi 
eafe,  and  that  the  purpofes  to  which  they  are  to  be  applied,  were 
the  moil  reafonable  and  equitable  that  can  be  conceived,  the  con¬ 
trary  of  which  I  hope  to  demonftrate  before  thefe  letters  are  con¬ 
cluded  ;  yet  even  in  fuch  a  fuppofed  cafe,  thele  colonies  ought  to 
regard  the  aft  with  abhorrence.  For  who  are  a  free  people  ? 
Not  thofe,  over  whom  government  is  reafonably  and  equitably  ex- 
ercifed,  but  thofe ,  who°  live  under  a  government  fo  conftitutionally 
checked  and  controuled ,  that  proper  provifion  is  made  againft  its 

being  otherwife  exercifed.  . 

The  late  aft  is  founded  on  the  deilruftion  of  this  conftitutional 
fecurity.  If  the  parliament  have  a  right  to  lay  a  duty  of  Four  Shil¬ 
lings  and  Eight-pence  on  a  hundred  weight  of  glafs,  or  a  ream  of 
paper,  they  have  a  right  to  lay  a  duty  of  any  other  fum  on  either. 
They  may  raife  the  duty,  as  the  author  before  quoted  fays  has  been 
done  in  fome  countries,  till  it  “  exceeds  feventeen  or  eighteen 
times  the  value  of  the  commodity.’’  In  fhort,  if  they  have  a 
right  to  levy  a  tax  of  one  penny  upon  us,  they  have  a  right  to  levy  a 
million  upon  us :  For  where  does  their  right  flop  r  At  any  given 
number  of  Pence,  Shillings  or  Pounds  ?  To  attempt  to  limit  then- 
right,  after  granting  it  to  exift  at  all,  is  as  contrary  to  reafon  as 
granting  it  to  exift  at  all,  is  contrary  to  juftice.  If  have  any 

right  to  tax  us - then,  whether  our  mvn  money  fh nil  continue  in  our 

own  pockets  or  not,  depends  no  longer  on  us,  but  on  them . 
X  “  There  is  nothing  which”  we  “  can  call  our  own  ;  or,  to  ufe 
the  words  of  Mr.  Locke-— -what  property  have”  we  “  in 

THAT,  WHICH  ANOTHER  MAY,  BY  RIGHT,  TAKE,  WHEN  HE 
PLEASES,  TO  HIMSELF  f” 

These  duties,  which  will  inevitably  be  levied  upon  us-— which  are 
now  levying  upon. us— are  exprefy  laid  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  taking  money.  This  is  the  true  definition  of  “  taxes.77 
They  are  therefore  taxes .  This  money  is  to  be  taken  from  us. 

We 


t  Lord  Camb Jen's  fpeech. 
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~aiL  t^ere^re  taxed.  T'hoJ'e  who  are  taxed  without  their  own 

mTe ’weSh^tthemfelVeS  °r  theiT  rePref«toti'-«.  are  flaws. 

<m  rcmeZiTh  ,rUr  v  COnfent’  exPreireci  ourfelves  or 
reprUentatives.  He  are  therefore - §  $  L  A  V  E  $. 

Miferabile  <vulgus . 

A  miferable  tribe. 


A  F  A  R  M  E  R. 

colonies^’’-  The °%  ^  k'"rA°m  haS  00  rIght  t0  ,ay  A  tax  upon  the 

,/V,/  '  are  the  eons,  not  the  bastards  of  Emland  ” 

«ffar»  to  libcrtf «  Th'"  ''EG,SI-ATI™  and  ta«t,on  is  eflintii»y  «. 
alTem hlipc  1  T  he  c o m  m  o n  s  of  America,  reprefented  in  their  feveral 

'I ”  CVer  b'en  P°ffeflion'of  this  their  conftitutiona!  right,  of 

SLAVf  T  \ f  ,hANKTiNG  THEIR  ?WN  M0NEY-  They  would  have  been 
L  Af  J  ’■  ,f.,h7.h,,d  not  it.”  “  The  idea  of  a  virtual  reprefer,, a- 

•  ”  "  ,  'm>™  in  this  houfe,  is  the  mod  contemptible  idea,  that  eve/entered 

into  the  head  of  man . 1,  does  not  deferve  a  fetious  refutation.”' 

Thtif  rr„nf  J  11  ^r'  fpetch  on  the  Stamp-Aft. 

His  fpeech  in  th  VT  man  Lord  Cambden,  maintains  the  fame  opinion, 
is  ipeech  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  on  the  declaratory  bill  of  the  fovereigntv  of 

j.ca  utain  o\zx  the  colonies,  has  lately  appeared  in  our  papers.  Th°  fol 

Z?\  .e.Xtraa‘!i  lo  Perfeftly  agree  with,  and  confirm  the  fentiments  avowed  in 

'•  ,S  h0fd  the  lnferting  them  in  this  note  will  be  excufed. 

volve^  the  flfr;  theT*/w*f  importance,  and  in  its  confequences  may  in¬ 
volve  the  fate  of  kingdoms,  I  took  the  firiftert  review  of  my  arguments:  I  re- 

exammed  all  my  authorities;  fully  determined,  if  I  found  myfelf  m iftaken 
pu bhckly  to  own  my  miftake,  and  give  up  my  opinion  :  But  my  fetches  have 
yT  C°nVlnCed  ™e>  that  the  Britijh  parliament  have  NO  RIGHT 

r  JtAX  16  Americam . “  Nor  is  doftrine  new  ;  it  is  as  old  as  the 

conjhtution;  it  grew  up  with  it;  indeed  it  is  its  fupport.’’-—“  Taxation 

and  representation  are  infeparably  united.  GOD  hath  joined  them: 

1  Br}tlP  Payment  can  feparate  them  :  To  endeavour  to  do  it.  is  to  ftab 

My  pofitlon  is  this - 1  repeat  it - 1  will  maintain  it  to  my  laft  hour _ 

taxation  and  representation  are  infeparable— -this  pofition  is  founded 
on  the  laws  of  nature  ;  it  is  more,  it  is  itfelf  an  eternal  law  of  na¬ 
ture;  tor  whatever  is  a  man’s  own,  is  abfolutely  his  own;  no  man  hath 

A  kTLTCV  ,T/KE  1T  FR0.M  HIM  without  his  consent,  either  ex- 
preiled  by  himfelt  or  reprefeRtative ;  whoever  attempt s  to  do  it,  attempts  an  injury  ; 
whoever  DOES  it,  COMMITS  A  ROBBERY ;  he  throws  down 
THE  DISTINCTION  BETWEEN  LIBERTY  AND.  SLAVERY,”  — “  There  IS  not 
a  blade  of  grajs,  in  the  moll  obfcure  corner  of  the  kingdom,  which  is  not' 
which  was  not  ever  reprefented ,  fince  the  confiitution  began  :  There  is  not  a  blade 
<<  lu  r  whlch,  when  taxed,  was  not  taxed  by  the  confent  cf  the  proprietor .” 

•  rx  l  forJf|athers  of  the  Americans  did  not  leave  their  native  country,  and  fub- 
jed.  themfelves  to  every  danger  and  diftrefs,  to  be  reduced  to  a  state 
of  slavery.  They  did  not  give  up  their  rights:  They  looked  for  proteftion, 
and  not  for  Chains,  from  their  mother  country.  By  her  they  expefted  to  be 
de tended  in  the  poffeflion  of  their  property,  and  not  to  be  deprived  of  it  :  For 
.ou  t  ie  piefent  power  continue,  there  is  nothing  which  they  can 
call  their  own  ;  or,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Mr.  Locke,  “  WHAT  PRO- 

»  5 RoTrhlr1A^E^ rHEr  IN  THAT,  WHICH  ANOTHER  MAY, 

B  T>  1  AKE*  WHEN  HE  PLEASES,  TO  HI  M  - 


It 
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L  E  T  T  R  R  VIII. 

My  dear  Countrymen, 

IN  my  opinion,  a  dangerous  example  is  fet  in  the  lad:  ad  re¬ 
lating  to  thefe  colonies.  The  power  of  parliament  to  levy 
money  upon  us  for  railing  a  revenue,  is  therein  avowed  and 
exerted.  Regarding  the  ad  on  this  fmgle  principle,  I  mud  again 
repeat,  and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  repeat,  that  to  me  it  appears  to 
be  uuconfituticnal. 

No  man,  who  confiders  the  condud  of  the  parliament  fince  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp- Aft,  and  the  difpofition  of  many  people  at 
home,  can  doubt,  that  the  chief  objed  of  attention  there,  is,  to 
ufe  Mr.  Greenville's  expreflion,  “  providing  that  the  dependence 
and  obedience  of  the  colonies  be  aflerted  and  maintained/’ 
Under  the  influence  of  this  notion,  inftantly  on  repealing  the 
Stamp- Adi,  an  ad  pafled,  declaring  the  power  of  parliament  to 
bind  thefe  colonies  in  all  cafes  whatever.  This  however  was  only 
planting  a  barren  tree,  that  call:  a  Jhade  indeed  over  the  colonies, 
but  yielded  no  fruit .  It  being  determined  to  enforce  the  authority 
on  which  the  Stanip-Adi  was  founded,  the  parliament  having  never 
renounced  the  right,  as  Mr.  Pitt  advifed  them  to  do;  and  it  br¬ 
ing  thought  proper  to  difguife  that  authority  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
not  again  to  alarm  the  colonies;  fome  little  time  was  required  to 
And  a  method,  by  which  both  thefe  points  fhould  be  united.  At 
lad  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Greenville  and  his  party  accomplifhed 
the  matter,  as  it  was  thought,  in  “  an  ad  for  granting  certain  duties 
in  the  Britijh  colonies  andvplar.tations  in  America ,  for  allowing 
drawbacks, ”  &c.  which  is  the  title  of  the  ad  laying  duties  on 
paper,  tfc. 

The  parliament  having  feveral  times  before  impofed  duties  to  be 
paid  in  America,  it  w'as  expected,  no  doubt,  that  t  he 

REPETITION  OF  SUCH  A  MEASURE  WOULD  BE  PASSED  OVER, 

as  an  usual  thing.  But  to  have  done  this,  without  expreily 
•  “  afllrting  and  maintaining”  the  power  of  parliament  to  take  our 
money  without  our  confent,  and  to  apply  it  as  they  pleafe,  would 

not 

It  is  impoflible  to  read  this  fpeech,  and  Mr.  Pitt's,  and  not  be  charmed  with 
the  generous  zeal  for  the  rights  of  mankind  that  glows  in  every  fentence.  • 
Thefe  great  and  good  men,  animated  by  the  fubjedt  they  fpeak  upon,  feem  to 
rife  above  all  the  former  glorious  exertions  of  their  abilities.  A  foreigner 
might  be  tempted  to  think  they  are  Americans ,  averting  with  all  the  ardor  of 
patriotifm,  and  all  the  anxiety  of  apprehenfion,  the  caufe  of  their  n./^ivc  land--- 
and  not  Britons,  driving  to  Hop  their  miftaken  countrymen  from  opprefling 
others.  Their  reafoning  is  not  only  jufl---it  is,  as  Mr.  Hume  fays  of  the  elo¬ 
quence  of  Demojibenes,  “  vehement.”  It  is  dildain,  anger,  boldnefs,  freedom, 
involved  in  a  continual  flream  of  argument. 


not  have  been,  in  Mr.  Greensville  %  opinion,  fufhciently  declarative 
of  its  fupremacy,  nor  fufiiciently  deprefiive  of  American  freedom. 

Therefore  it  is,  that  in  this  memorable  aft  we  find  it  exprejly 
“  provided, ”  that  money  fhall  be  levied  upon  us  without  our  con¬ 
tent,  for  purposes,  that  render  it,  if  pojfible,  more  dreadful  than 
the  Stamp- A  A. 

That  aft,  alarming  as  it  was,  declared,  the  money  thereby  to 
be  raifed,  fhould  be  applied  “  towards  defraying  the  expences  of 
defending,  protecting  and  fecuring  the  Britijh  colonies  and  plan¬ 
tations  in  America  :”  And  it  is  evident  from  the  jvhole  aft,  that  by 
the  word  “  Britijh”  were  intended  colonies  and  plantations  fettled 
by  Britifh  people ,  and  not  generally,  thoj'e  Jubjeft  to  the  Britifh  crown. 
That  aft  therefore  feemed  to  have  fomething  gentle  and  kind  in  its 
intention,  and  to  aim  only  at  our  own  welfare :  But  the  aft  now 
objefted  to,  impofes  duties  upon  the  Britift?  colonies,  “  to  defray 
the  expences  of  defending,  protecting  and  fecuring  his  Majefty's 
dominions  in  America.” 

W  h  a  t  a  change  of  words  !  What  an  incomputable  addition  to  the 
expences  intended  by  the  Stamp-Aft  !  “  His  Majefly’s  dominions” 
comprehend  not  only  the  Britifh  colonies ,  but  alfo  the  conquered  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Canada  and  Florida,  and  the  Britifh  garrifons  of  Nova- 
Scotia  ;  for  thefe  do  not  deferve  the  name  of  colonies. 

"What  juftice  is  there  in  making  us  pay  for  “  defending,  pro¬ 
tecting  and  fecuring”  these  places?  What  benefit  can  we,  or 
have  we  ever  derived  from  them  ?  None  of  them  was  conquered 
for  us  ;  nor  will  “  be  defended,  protected  or  fecured  ”  for  us. 

In  faft,  however  advantageous  the  fubduing  or  keeping  any  of 
thefe  countries  may  be  to  Great -Britain ,  the  acquifition  is  greatly 
injurious  to  thefe  colonies.  Our  chief  property  confifts  in  lands . 
Thefe  would  have  been  of  much  greater  valuer  if  fuch  prodigious 
additions  had  not  been  made  to  the  dritijh  territories  on  this  con¬ 
tinent.  The  natural  increafe  of  our  own  people,  if  confined  with¬ 
in  the  colonies,  would  have  raifed  the  value  ftill  higher  and  higher 
every  fifteen  or  twenty  years  :  Befides,  we  fhould  have  lived  more 
compaftly  together,  and  have  been  therefore  more  able  to  refill  any 
enemy.  But  now  the  inhabitants  will  be  thinly  fcattered  over  an 
immenfe  region,  as  thofe  who  want  fettlements,  will  chufe  to  make 
new  ones,  rather  than  pay  great  prices  for  old  ones. 

These  are  the  confequences  to  the  colonies,  of  the  hearty 
afiiflance  they  gave  to  Great-Britain  in  the  late  war - a  war  under¬ 

taken  fclely  for  her  own  benefit.  The  objefts  of  it  were,  the  fecuring 
to  herfelf  the  rich  trafts  of  land  on  the  back  of  thefe  colonies,, 
with  the  Indian  trade  ;  and  Nova-Scotia ,  with  the  fifhery.  Thefe, 
and  much  pnore,  has  that  kingdom  gained ;  but  the  inferior  animals , 
that  hunted  with  the  lion ,  have  been  amply  rewarded  for  all  the 
fweat  and  blood  their  loyalty  coll  them,  by  the  honor  of  having 
fsveated  and  bled  in  fuch  company. 


I  will 
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I  WILL  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  Canada  and  Nova-Scoria  arc 
curbs  on  New-England ;  the  chain  of  forts  througli  the  back  woods., 
on  the  Middle  Provinces ;  and  Florida ,  on  the  rcjl : ^  But  1  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  that  if  the  produ&s  of  Canada ,  Nova-Scotia,  and 
Florida ,  deferve  any  confideration,  the  two  firft  of  them  are  only 
rivals  of  our  Northern  Colonies,  and  the  other  of  our  Southern, 

It  has  been  faid,  that  without  the  conqueft  of  thel'e  countries, 
the  colonies  could  not  have  been  “  proteded,  defended  and  fe- 
cured.”  If  that  is  true,  it  may  with  as  much  propriety  be  faid, 
that  Great-Britain  could  not  have  been  “  defended,  proteded  and 
fecured,”  without  that  conqueft:  For  the  colonies  are  parts  of  her 
empire,  which  it  as  much  concerns  her  as  the?n  to  keep  out  of  the 
hands  of  any  other  power. 

But  thefe  colonies,  when  they  were  much  weaker,  •defended 
themfelves,  before  this  Conqueft  was  made ;  and  could  again  do 
it,  againft  any  that  might  properly  be  called  their  Enemies.  If 
France  and  Spain  indeed  fhould  attack  them,  as  members  of  the 
Britilh  empire,  perhaps  they  might  be  diftrcliedj  but  it  would  be 
in  a  Britijh  quarrel. 

The  largeft  account  I  have  feen  of  the  number  of  people  in 
Canada ,  does  not  make  them  exceed  90,000.  Florida  can  hardly 
be  faid  to  have  any  inhabitants.  It  is  computed  that  there  are  in 
our  colonies  3,000,000.  Our  force  therefore  muft  increafe  with  a 
difproportion  to  the  growth  of  their  ftrength,  that  would  render  us 

very  fafe.  .  . 

This  being  the  ftate  of  the  cafe,  I  cannot  think  it  juIl  that 

thefe  colonies,  labouring  under  fo  many  misfortunes,  ihould  be 
loaded  with  taxes,  to  maintain  countries,  not  only  not  ufeful,  but 
hurtful  to  them.  The  fupport  of  Canada  and  Florida  coll  yearly, 
it  is  faid,  half  a  million  fterling.  From  hence,  we  may  make 
fome  guefs  of  the  load  that  is  to  be  laid  upon  u  s  ;  for  w  e  are  not 
only  to  “  defend,  proted  and  fecure”  them ,  but  alfo  to  make  “  an 
adequate  provifion  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  adminillration 
of  juftice,  and  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  in  fucli  provinces 

where  it  fhall  be  found  neceftary.” 

Not  one  of  the  provinces  of  Canada ,  Nova-Scotia ,  or  Florida , 
has  ever  defrayed  thefe  expcnces  voithin  itjelf :  And  it  the  duties  im- 
pofed  by  the  laft  ftatute  are  collected,  all  of  them  together ,  according 
to  the  beft  information  I  can  get,  will  not  pay  one  quarter  as  much 
as  Penniylvania  alone.  So  that  the  Britijh  colonies  are  to  be  drained 
of  the  rewards  of  their  labor,  to  cherilh  the  lcorching  lands  of 
Florida ,  and  the  icy  rocks  of  Canada  and  Nova-Scotia ,  which  never 
will  return  to  us  one  farthing  that  we  fend  to  them. 

Great-Britain - 1  mean,  the  miniftry  in  Great-Britain ,  has 

cantoned  Canada  and  Florida  out  into  five  or  fix  governments,  and 
may  form  as  many  more.  There  now  are  fourteen  or  jfteen  regi¬ 
ments  on  this  continent ;  and  there  icon  may  be  as  many  more.  'Fo 

F  mak 
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make  “  an  adequate  provifion”  for  all  these  expenses,  is, 
no  doubt,  to  be  the  inheritance  of  the  colonies. 

Can  any  man  believe  that  the  duties  upon  paper,  &c.  are  the 
lafi  that  will  be  laid  for  tliefe  purpofes  ?  It  is  in  vain  to  hope,  that 
becaufe  it  is  imprudent  to  lay  duties  on  the  exportation  of  manu- 
faftuies  from  a  mother  country  to  colonies,  as  it  may  promote  ma- 

nufadtuies  among  them,  that  this  confideration  will  prevent  fuch  a 
meafure: 

Ambitious,  artful  men  have  made  it  popular,  and  whatever 
injuftice  or  deftru&ion  will  attend  it  in  the  opinion  of  the  colo¬ 
nels,  at  home  it  will  be  thought  juft  and  falutary  *» 

The  people  of  Great-Britain  will  be  told,  and  have  been  told, 

that  they  are  finking  under  an  immenfe  debt - that  great  part  of 

this  debt  has  been  contra&ed  in  defending  the  colonies — that  thefe 
are  fo  ungrateful  and  undutiful,  that  they  will  not  contribute  one 
mite  to  its  payment — nor  even  to  the  fupport  of  the  army  now  kept 
up  foi  then  defence  and  fecurity  — that  they  are  rolling  in  wealth, 
and  are  of  fo  bold  and  republican  a  fpirit,  that  they  are  aiming  at 
independence— that  the  only  way  to  retain  them  in  “  obedience,” 
is  to  keep  a  ftri&  watch  over  them,  and  to  draw  off  part  of  their 
riches  in  taxes — and  that  every  burden  laid  upon  them,  is  taking  off 
fo  much  from  Great-Britain, — Thefe  affertions  will  be  generally 
believed,  and  the  people  will  be  perfuaded  that  they  cannot  be  too 
angry  with  their  colonies,  as  that  anger  will  be  profitable  to  them- 
felves. 

In  truth,  Great-Britain  alone  receives  any  benefit  from  Canada , 
Nova- Scotia  and  Florida ;  and  therefore  fhe  alone  ought  to  maintain 
them.  The  old  maxim  of  the  law  is  drawn  from  reafon  and  juftice, 
and  never  could  be  more  properly  applied,  than  in  this  cafe. 

F£ui  fentit  commodum ,  /entire  debet  et  onus . 

I  hey  who  feel  the  benefit,  ought  to  feel  the  burden. 

A  FARMER. 

*  “  nSo  credulous  f  as  well  as  obfiinate ,  are  the  peopl'e  in  believing  every  thin? , 
which  flatters  thei r prevailing  paj/on.  Hume's  Hi/,  of  England, 
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T  E  R  IX. 


My  dear  Countrymen, 

IH  A  VE  made  fome  obfervations  on  the  purposes  for  which 
money  is  to  be  levied  upon  us  by  the  late  ad  of  parliament. 
I  fhall  now  offer  to  your  conllderation  fome  further  reflections 
on  that  fubjed  :  And,  unlefs  I  am  greatly  miflaken,  if  thefe  pur- 
pofes  are  accomplifhed  according  to  the  exprejfed  intention  of  the 
ad,  they  will  be  found  effedually  to  fuperfede  that  authority  in  our 
refpedive  affemblies,  which  is  effential  to  liberty.  The  queflion 
is  not,  whether  fome  branches  fhall  be  lopt  off— —The  axe  is  laid 
to  the  root  of  the  tree  ;  and  the  whole  body  mud  infallibly  perifh, 
if  we  remain  idle  fpedators  of  th£  work. 

No  free  people  ever  exided,  or  can  ever  exid,  without  keeping, 
to  ufe  a  common,  but  drong  expreffion,  “  the  purfe  drings,”  in 
their  own  hands.  Where  this  is  the  cafe,  they  have  a  conftitutinnal 
check  upon  the  adminidration,  which  may  thereby  be  brought  into 
order  'without  'violence :  But  where  luch  a  power  is  not  lodged  in 
the  people ,  oppreflion  proceeds  uncontroulcd  in  its  career,  till  the 
governed,  tranfported  into  rage,  leek  redrefs  in  the  midd  of  blood 
and  confufion. 

The  elegant  and  ingenious  Mr.  Hume ,  fpeaking  of  th o.  Anglo 
Norman  government,  fays - “  Princes  and  Miniders  were  too  ig¬ 

norant,  to  be  themfelves  feniible  of  the  advantage  attending  an 
equitable  adminidration,  and  there  wras  no  edablifhed  council  or 
ajfembly ,  which  could  protect  the  people,  and  by  wn  h- 
drawing  supplies,  regularly  and  peaceably  admonifh  the 
king  of  his  duty,  and  ensure  the  execution  of  the  laws.” 

Thus  this  great  man,  whofe  political  reflections  are  fo  much 
admired,  makes  this  power  one  of  the  foundations  of  liberty. 

The  Englijh  hidory  abounds  with  indances,  proving  that  this  is 
the  proper  and  luccefsful  way  to  obtain  redrefs  of  grievances.  How 
often  have  kings  and  miniders  endeavored  to  throw  od'  this  legal 
curb  upon  them,  by  attempting  to  raife  money  by  a  variety  of  in¬ 
ventions,  under  pretence  of  law,  without  having  recourfe  to  par¬ 
liament  ?  And  how  often  have  they  been  brought  to  reafon,  and 
peaceably  obliged  to  do  judice,  by  the  exertion  of  this  conllitu- 
tional  authority  of  the  people,  veded  in  their  reprefentatives  ? 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  have,  on  numberlcfs  occa- 
fions,  reaped  the  benefit  of  this  authority  lodgtd  in  their  a//emkli,s. 

It  has  been  for  a  long  time,  and  now  is,  a  condant  indruction 
to  all  governors,  to  obtain  a  permanent  Jupport  for  the  of: a s  of 
government.  But  as  the  author  of  “  the  adminidration  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  ”  fays,  “  this  order  of  the  crown  is  generally,  it  not  uni- 
verfally,  rejected  by  the  leglfiatures  of  the  colonies.” 

E  2  'They* 


* 
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They  perfectly  know  how  much  their  grievances  would  be  re¬ 
garded,  if  they  had  no  other  method  of  engaging  attention,  than 
by  complaining .  Thofe  who  rule,  are  extremely  apt  to  think  well 
of  the  conitru&ions  made  by  themfelves  in  fupport  of  their  own 
power.  Theft  are  frequently  erroneous,  and  pernicious  to  thofe 
they  govern.  Dry  remonhrances,  to  Shew  that  fuch  conhru&ions 
are  wrong  and  oppreffive,  carry  very  little  weight  with  them,  in 
the  opinion  of  perfons  who  gratify  their  own  inclinations  in  mak¬ 
ing  thefe  conhru&ions.  77;^  cannot  underhand  the  reafoning 
that  oppofes  their  power  and  defires.  But  let  it  be  made  their  in¬ 
ter  eft  to  underhand  fuch  reafoning - and  a  wonderful  light  is  in- 

hantly  thrown  upon  the  matter;  and  then,  rejected  remonhrances 
become  as  clear  as  *  4 4  proofs  of  holy  writ.” 

The  three  moll  important  articles  that  our  affemblies,  or  any 
legislatures  can  provide  for,  are,  Firh — the  defence  of  the  Society  : 
Secondly-— the  adminihration  of  juhice  :  And  thirdly — the  fupport 
of  civil  government. 

Nothing  can  properly  regulate  the  expence  of  making  pro¬ 
vision  for  thefe  occahons,  but  the  necejftties  of  the  Society  ;  its 
abilities  ;  the  conveniency  of  the  modes  of  levying  money  in  it ;  the 
manner  in  which  the  laws  have  been  executed  ;  and  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  of  government :  All  which  are  circumhances,  that  can¬ 
not  poffibly  be  properly  known ,  but  by  the  Society  itfelf ;  or  if  they 
fhould  be  known,  will  not  probably  be  properly  conftdered  but  by 
that  fociety. 

If  money  be  raifed  upon  us  by  others ,  without  our  confent,  for 
our  “  defence,”  thofe  who  are  the  judges  in  levying  it,  mull  alfo 
be  the  judges  in  applying  it.  Of  confequence  the  money  /aid  to  be 
taken  from  us  for  our  defence,  may  be  employed  to  our  injury.  We 

may  be  chained  in  by  a  line  of  fortifications - obliged  to  pay  for 

the  building  and  maintaining  them— —and  be  told,  that  they  are 
for  our  defence.  With  what  face  can  we  difpute  the  fact,  after 
having  granted  that  thofe  who  apply  the  money,  had  a  right  to 
levy  it  ?  For  Surely,  it  is  much  eafier  for  their  wifdom  to  under¬ 
hand  how  to  apply  it  in  the  bell  manner,  than  how  to  levy  it  in 
the  bell  manner.  Befides,  the  right  of  levying  is  of  infinitely  more 
confequence,  than  that  of  applying.  The  people  of  England,  who 
would  burfl  out  into  fury,  if  the  crown  fhould  attempt  to  levy 
money  by  its  own  authority,  have  always  affigned  to  the  crown  the 
application  of  money. 

As  to  “  the  adminihration  of  juhice  ” - the  judges  ought,  in 

a  well  regulated  hate,  to  be  equally  independent  of  the  executive 
and  legiflative  powers.  Thus  in  England,  judges  hold  their  com- 
miffions  from  the  crown  “  during  good  behavior  ft  and  have  Salaries, 
Suitable  to  their  dignity,  fettled  on  them  by  parliament.  The 

purity 
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purity  of  the  courts  of  law  fince  this  eftabliftment,  is  a  proof  of 

the  wifdom  witli  which  it  was  made. 

But  in  thefe  colonies,  how  fruitlefs  has  been  every  attempt  to 
have  the  judges  appointed  “  during  good  behavior  >”  Yet  whoever 
confiders  the  matter  will  Toon  perceive,  that  fuch  commjfions  are  be¬ 
yond  all  comparifon  more  neceffary  in  thele  colonies,  than  they 

were  in  England. 

The  chief  danger  to  the  fubjeft  there ,  arofe  from  the  arbitrary 
defons  of  the  crown  ;  but  here,  the  time  may  come,  when  we  may 
have  to  contend  with  the  defigns  of  the  crown,  and  of  a  Eighty 
kingdom.  What  then  mull  be  our  chance,  when  the  laws  or  life 
and  death  are  to  be  fpoken  by  judges  totally  dependent  on  that 

crown,  and  that  kingdom - fent  over  perhaps  from  thence-— filled 

with  Britifh  prejudices— and.  backed  by  a  standing  army— lap  port¬ 
ed  out  of  our  own  pockets,  to  “  albert  and  maintain  our  own 

“  dependence  and  obedience.” 

But  fuppofing  that  through  the  extreme  lenity  that  will  prevail 
in  the  government  through  all  future  ages,  thefe  colonies  wd  i.v  \ei 
behold  any  thing  like  the  campaign  of  chief  juihee  Jeffereys,  yet 
what  innumerable  ads  of  injuitice  may  be  committed,  and  how 
fatally  may  the  principles  of  liberty  be  lapped,  by  a  fucceinon  of 
judges  utterly  independent  of  the  people  ?  before  luch  juc  ges  t  e 
fupple  wretches,  who  chearfully  join  in  avowing  fentiments  lncon- 
fillent  with  freedom,  will  always  meet  with  lfniles ;  while  the 
honed;  and  brave  men,  who  difdain  to  facrifice  their  nam  e  land  to 
their  own  advantage,  but  on  every  occafion  boldly  vindicate  her 
caufe,  will  conflantly  be  regarded  with  frowns. 

There  are  two  other  coniiderations  relating  to  this  head,  that 

deferve  the  mod  ferious  attention. 

By  the  late  a ft,  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  are  “  impowered  to 
enter  into  any  house,  warehoufe,  lhop,  cellar,  or  other  place, 
in  the  Britifh  colonies  or  plantations  in  America ,  to  fearch  tor  or 
feize  prohibited  or  unaccuftomed  goods,”  fcf*  on  “  writs  granted 
by  the  fuperior  or  fupreme  court  of  juftice,  having  jurildiMion 
within  fuch  colony  or  plantation  refpedively.” 

If  we  only  reflea,  that  the  judges  of  thefe  courts  are  to  be  dur¬ 
ing  pteafure - that  they  are  to  have  “  adequate  prowfion ”  made 

for  them,  which  is  to  continue  during  their  complaifant  bchandcr— 

that  they  may  be  Jirangers  to  thefe  colonies - what  an  engine  ct 

oppreffion  may  this  authority  be  in  fuch  hands  ? 

I  am  well  aware,  that  writs  of  this  kind  may*be  granted  at 
home,  under  the  feal  of  the  court  of  exchequer  :  But  1  know  alio, 
that  the  greateft  aflerters  of  the  rights  of  Englijhmen  have  always 
itrenuoufly  contended,  that  fuch  a  power  was  dangerous  to  freedom, 
and  exprefly  contrary  to  ihe  common  law,  which  ever  regarded  a 
man’s  houfe  as  his  caftle,  or  a  place  of  perfect  fecurity. 


If 


■  If  fuch  power  was  in  the  load  degree  dangerous  there  it  mull 
be  utterly  deftrudive  to  liberty  here*  For  thf  people  there  W 
two  fecunties  againft  the  undue  exercife  of  this  Ppower  by  the 

fiW1C  3re  ."antinS  with  us>  if  the  late  aa  takes  place! 
In  the  hrll  place  if  any  injuftice  is  done  there,  the  perfon  inured 

may  bring  his  adion  againft  the  offender,  and  have  it  tried  before 
!X  E-  JU°eES’  who  are  *  N0  parties  in  committing 

■"'h  !ere  he  muft  have  k  tried  bef°te  dependent 
judges,  being  the  men  who  cranted  the  writ 

1  O  lay,  that  the  caufe  is  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  can  never  recon 

ale  men  who  have  any  idea  of  freedom,  to  fuel  a  power.  For  we 

totally  dT  r?S  ln  anlm0ft  every  Colony  on  thi=  eontinent,  are 
tali  >  dependent  on  the  crown;  and  packing,  of  juries  has  been 

ffTrie!  a  ?en,in  the  caPital  of  t]le  empire.  Even 

J  les  are  well  inclined,  we  have  too  many  inftances  of  the  in- 

1  uence  of  over-bearing  unjuft  judges  upon  them.  The  brave  and 
wife  men  who  accomplifhcd  the  revolution,  thought  the  indepen- 
dency  of  judges  elfential  to  freedom.  S  f 

JSKS.SS!  S? ""  p”1”e  h™  “  l“'-  b“ 

-rk  ‘h*s  p°"ei,is  abufed  there,  the  parliament,  the  grand  refource 
of  the  opprefled  people,  is  ready  to  afford  relief.  R?drefs  of  Grie¬ 
vances  mult  precede  grants  of  money.  But  what  regard  can  we 

even  rt,?  W  ^  °rJr  affemblies,  when  they  will  not  hold 
the  puny  privilege  of  French  parliaments— that  of  regiflerine 
before  diey  are  put  in  execution,  the  edidls  that  take  away  Jr 

I  he  fecond  confideration  above  hinted  at,  is  this.  There  is  a 
confufion  in  our  laws,  that  is  quite  unknown  in  Great-Britain.  As 
‘  15  cannot  be  uefenbed  in  a  more  clear  or  exad  manner,  than  has 
been  done  by  the  ingenious  author  of  the  hiftory  of  New-Tork,  I 
eg  leave  to  ufe  his  words.  “  The  lfate  of  our  laws  opens  a  door 
much  controverfy.  The  uncertainty,  with  reined  to  tliem,  ren¬ 
ders  PROPERTY  PRECARIOUS,  and  GREATLY  EXPOSES  US  TO 

the  arbitrary  decision  of  bad  judges.  The  common  law 
of  England  is  generally  received,  together  with  fuch  ftatutes  as 
were  en aided  before  we  had  a  legiflature  of  our  own;  but  our 
cour  s  EXERC.SE  a  sovereign  authority,  in  determining 

For  I f  *a  -T  ,W M«t*  ought  to  be  extended": 

rilv  renuirp  a  mi  tie  >  that  the  difference  of  circumftances  necefla- 
l72“;S'  ln  f°?“  *0  pbJpct  the  deter, ninatton  of  both. 

mem  thy  have  al.fo  extended  even  ads  of  parlia- 

’  P  (  mce  we  had  a  diftind  legiflature,  which  is  greatly 

additig 

leal  of  i he  cour/nf  **ear.c^n£  ^u^es  ’n  Eng/and,  are  to  be  granted  “  under  the 

hJ  th<  chancellor  nf  rh T’  3CC0ti'ff  t0  the  ftatute~,nd  that  foal  is  kept 
y  me  cnancelior  of  the  exchequer.  ,  4 th  Inji.  p,  I04.  * 
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adding  to  cur  c on f upon.  The  pradice  of  our  courts  is  no  lefs  uncer¬ 
tain  than  the  law.  Some  of  the  Englijk  rules  are  adopted,  others 
rejeded.  Two  things  therefore  feem  to  be  aesolutely  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  public  security.  Firll,  the  palling  an  ad  for 
fettling  the  extent  of  the  Engtijh  laws.  Secondly,  that  the  courts 
ordain  a  general  fett  of  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  pradice.” 

How  eafy  it  will  be,  under  this  “  hate  of  our  laws,”  for  an 
artful  judge,  to  ad  in  the  moll  arbitrary  manner,  and  yet  cover 
his  conduct  under  fpecious  pretences  ;  and  how  difficult  it  will  be 
for  the  injured  people  to  obtain  relief,  may  be  readily  perceived. 
We  may  take  a  voyage  of  3000  miles  to  complain  ;  and  after  the 
trouble  and  hazard  we  have  undergone,  we  may  be  told,  that  the 
colledion  of  the  revenue,  and  maintenance  of  the  prerogative, 

mull  not  be  difcouraged - and  if  the  milbehavior  is  fo  grofs  as  to 

admit  of  no  j unification,  it  may  be  faid,  that  it  was  an  error  in 
judgment  only,  arifing  from  the  confufion  of  our  laws,  and  the 
zeal  of  the  King’s  fervants  to  do  their  duty. 

If  the  commiffions  of  judges  are  during  the  pleafure  of  the  crown, 
yet  if  their  falaries  are  during  the  pleajure  of  the  people ,  there  will 
b fome  check  upon  their  conduct.  Few  men  will  confent  to  draw 
on  themfelves  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  thofe  among  whom  they 
live,  for  the  empty  honor  of  being  judges.  It  is  the  fordid  love  of 
gain,  that  tempts  men  to  turn  their  backs  on  virtue,  and  pay  their 
homage  where  they  ought  not. 

As  to  the  third  particular,  “  the  fupport  of  civil  government,” 

- few  words  will  be  fufficient.  Every  man  of  the  leall  under- 

handing  muft  know,  that  the  executive  power  may  be  exercifed  in 
a  manner  fo  difagreeable  and  harraffing  to  the  people,  that  it  is 
abfolutely  requifite,  that  they  Ihould  be  enabled  by  the  gentlcil 
method  which  human  policy  has  yet  been  ingenious  enough  to  in¬ 
vent,  that  is,  by  putting  their  hands ,  to  “  admonish”  (as  Mr. 
Hume  fays)  certain  perfons  “  of  their  duty.” 

What  lhall  we  now  think  when,  upon  looking  into  the  late 
aft,  we  find  the  affemblies  of  thefe  provinces  thereby  llript  of  their 
authority  on  thefe  fever al  heads  ?  The  declared  intention  of  the  ad 
is,  4  that  a  revenue  fhould  be  railed  in  his  Majesty’s  DO¬ 
MINIONS  in  America,  for  making  a  more  certain  and  ade¬ 
quate  provifion  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  administration 
of  justice,  and  the Jupport  of  civil  government  in  fuch  pro¬ 
vinces  where  it  fhall  be  found  nccellaryj  and  towards  further  de¬ 
fraying  the  expences  of  defending,  protecting  and  securing 
the  SAID  DOMINIONS.” 

Let  the  reader  paufe  here  one  moment— and  refled— whether 
the  colony  in  which  he  lives,  has  not  made  fuch  “  certain  and. 
adequate  provifion  ”  for  thefe  pur pofes,  as  is  by  the  colony  judged  fuitable 

to  its  abilities ,  and  all  other  circumftancts.  Then  let  him  re  fie  61 _ 

whether  if  this  ad  takes  place,  money  is  not  to  be  raifed  on  that 

1 
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colony  without  its  confent ,  to  make  “  provifion”  for  thefe  purpofesi 
which  it  does  not  judge  to  be  J'uitable  to  its  abilities ,  and  all  other 

drcumfances.  Laftly,  let  him  reflect - whether  the  people  of  that 

country  are  not  in  a  hate  of  the  moll  abjeCt  ha  very,  whoj'e  pro¬ 
perty  may  be  taken  from  them  under  the  notion  of  right,  when  they 
have  refufed  to  give  it . 

For  my  part,  I  think  I  have  good  reafon  for  vindicating  the 
honor  of  the  affemblies  on  this  continent,  by  publicly  aborting, 
that  they  have  made  as  “  certain  and  adequate  provifion ”  for  the 
purpojes  abovementioned ,  as  they  ought  to  have  made,  and  that  it  hiould 
not  be  prefumed,  that  they  will  not  do  it  hereafter.  Why  then 
fhould  thej'e  moji  important  trujls  be  wrefted  out  of  their  hands  ? 
Why  fhould  they  not  now  be  permitted  to  enjoy  that  authority, 
which  they  have  exercifed  from  the  firft  fettlement  of  thefe  colo¬ 
nies  ?  Why  hiould  they  be  fcandalized  by  this  innovation,  when 
their  refpe&ive  provinces  are  now,  and  will  be,  for  feveral  years, 
laboring  under  loads  of  debt,  impofed  on  them  for  the  very  pur- 
pofe  now  fpoken  of?  Why  fhould  all  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  co¬ 
lonies  be,  with  the  utmoft  indignity,  treated  as  a  herd  of  defpicable 
ftupid  wretches,  fo  utterly  void  of  common  fenfe,  that  they  will 
not  even  make  “  adequate  provifion”  for  the  “  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  and  the  fupport  of  civil  government”  among  them,  or  for 

their  own  “  defence” - though  without  fuch  “  provifion”  every 

people  muh  inevitably  be  overwhelmed  with  anarchy  and  deftruc- 
tion  ?  Is  it  poffible  to  form  an  idea  of  a  havery  more  compleat , 
more  inferable,  more  dif graceful ,  than  that  of  a  people,  where 
juftice  is  adminifered,  government  exercfed ,  and  a  funding  army 
maintained,  at  the  expence  of  the  people,  and  yet  with¬ 
out  the  least  dependence  upon  them  ?  If  we  can  find  no 
relief  from  this  infamous  fituation,  it  will  be  fortunate  for  us,  if 
Mr.  Greenville ,  fetting  his  fertile  fancy  again  at  work,  can,  as  by 
one  exertion  of  it  he  has  ftript  us  of  our  property  and  liberty,  by 
another  deprive  us  of  fo  much  of  our  underflanding  ;  that,  uncon- 
fcious  of  what  we  have  been  or  are,  and  ungoaded  by  tormenting 
refte&ions,  we  may  bow  down  our  necks,  with  all  the  ftupid  fere- 
nity  of  fervitude,  to  any  drudgery,  which  our  lords  and  mailers 
fhall  pleafe  to  command. 

When  the  charges  of  the  “  adminiftration  of  juftice,”  the 
<e  fupport  of  civil  government,”  and  the  expences  of  “  defend¬ 
ing,  protecting  and  feciying”  us,  are  provided  for,  I  hiould  be 
glad  to  know,  upon  what  occafons  the  crowm  will  ever  call  our 
affemblies  together.  Some  few  of  them  may  meet  of  their  own 
accord,  by  virtue  of  their  charters.  But  what  will  they  have  to 
do,  when  they  are  met  ?  To  what  ftiadows  will  they  be  reduced  ? 
The  men,  whofe  deliberations  heretofore  had  an  influence  on  every 
matter  relating  to  the  liberty  and  happinej's  of  themfelves  and  their 
conftituents,  and  whofe  authority  in  domeltic  affairs  at  leaft,  might 

well 
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well  be  compared  to  that  of  Roman  fenators,  will  now  find  their' 
deliberations  of  no  more  confequence,  than  thofe  of  conftables . 
They  may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  make  laws  for  the  yoking  of  hogs , 
or  pounding  of  fray  cattle.  Their  influence  will  hardly  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  extend  Jo  high,  as  the  keeping  roads  in  repair,  as  that  bufinefs 
may  more  properly  be  executed  by  thofe  who  receive  the  public 
calh. 

One  molt  memorable  example  in  hiftory  is  fo  applicable  to  the 
point  now  infilled  on,  that  it  will  form  a  juft  conclufion  of  the 
obfervations  that  have  been  made. 

Spain  was  once  free.  Their  Cortes  refembled  our  parliaments. 
No  money  could  be  raifed  on  the  fubjett,  without  their  confent . 
One  of  their  Kings  having  received  a  grant  from  them,  to  main¬ 
tain  a  war  againft  the  Moors ,  delired,  that  if  the  fum  which  they 
had  given,  Ihould  not  be  fufficient,  he  might  be  allowed,  for  that 
emergency  only ,  to  raife  more  money  without  affembling  the  Cortes . 
The  requell  was  violently  oppofed  by  the  bell  and  wifell  men  in 
the  a'flembly.  It  was,  however,  complied  with  by  the  votes  of  a 
majority;  and  this  fingle  conceflion  was  a  precedent  for  other 
conceflions  of  the  like  kind,  until  at  laft  the  crown  obtained  a 
general  power  of  raifing  money,  in  cafes  of  neceflity.  From  that 
period  the  Cortes  ceafed  to  be  ufeful,— the  people  ceafed  to  be  free . 

Venienti  occur  rite  morbo. 

Oppofe  a  difeafe  at  its  beginning. 

A  FARMER. 


LETTER  X. 

My  dear  Countrymen, 

TH  E  confequences,  mentioned  in  the  laft  letter,  will  not 
be  the  utmoft  limits  of  our  mij'ery  and  infamy,  if  the  late 
aCl  is  acknowledged  to  be  binding  upon  us.  We  feel 
too  fenfibly,  that  any  ?ninifterial  meafures  *  relating  to  thefe  colonies, 
are  foon  carried  fuccefsfully  through  the  parliament.  Certain  pre- 

G  N  judices 

#  “  The  gentleman  muft  not  wonder  he  was  not  contradicted,  when,  as  mi- 
%  nijier ,  he  aflerted  the  right  of  parliament  to  tax  America.  I  know  not  how  it  is, 
but  there  is  a  modesty  in  thishoufe,  which  dots,  not  chufe  to  contradiSi  aminijlcr . 
I  wilh  gentlemen  would  get  the  better  of  this  mojlejly.  If  they  Do  not, 

PERHAPS  THE  COLLECTIVE  BODY  MAY  BEGIN  TO  ABATE  OF  ITS  RE¬ 
SPECT  FOR  the  iiprissntative,”  Mr,  Pitt’s  Speech. 
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judices  operate  there  fo  drongly  againft  us,  that  it  may  be  judly 
quefiioned,  whether  all  the  provinces  united,  will  ever  be  able 
effeftually  to  call  to  an  account  before  the  parliament,  any  minider 
who  lnall  abufe  the  power  by  the  late  adl  given  to  the  crown  in 
America.  He  may  divide  the  fpoils  torn  from  us  in  what  manner 
he  pleafes,  and  cwe  Jhall  hwve  no  avay  of  making  him  refponfble.  If 
he  fhould  order,  that  every  governor  diall  have  a  yearly  falary  of 
5000 1.  derling  ;  every  chief  jufice  of  3000 1  ;  every  inferior 
officer  in  proportion  ;  and  diould  then  reward  the  mod  profligate, 
ignorant,  or  needy  dependents  on  himfelf  or  his  friends,  with 
places  of  the  greatefl  trufl,  becaufe  they  were  of  the  greated  profit, 
this  would  be  called  an  arrangement  in  confequence  of  the  “  ade¬ 
quate  proviflon  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  adminidration  of 
judice,  and  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government And  if  the  taxes 
Ihould  prove  at  any  time  infufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  expences  of 
the  numberlefs  offices,  which  miniders  may  pleafe  to  create,  furely 
the  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons  will  be  fo  “  modeftf  as 
not  to  “  contradift  a  minifler  ”  who  ffiall  tell  them,  it  is  become 
neceflary  to  lay  a  new  tax  upon  the  colonies,  for  the  laudable 
piirpofes  of  defraying  the  charges  of  the  “  adminidration  of 
judice,  and  fupport  of  civil  government,”  among  them.  Thus, 
in  fad,  we  fhall  be  f  taxed  by  miniders.  In  Ihort,  it  will  be  in 
their  power  to  fettle  upon  us  any  civil,  ecclesiastical,  or 
military  edablifliment,  which  they  choofe. 

We  may  perceive,  by  the  example  of  Ireland ,  how  eager  mini¬ 
ders  ^  are  to  feize  upon  any  fettled  revenue,  and  apply  it  in  fup- 
porting  their  own  power.  Happy  are  the  men,  and  happy  the  peo¬ 
ple  i  who  grow  wife  by  the  misfortunes  of  others.  Earnedly,  my  dear 
countrymen,  do  I  befeech  the  author  of  all  good  gifts,  that  you 
may  grow  wife  in  this  manner ;  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  take 
fuch  a  liberty,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  you  in  general,  as 
the  bed  method  of  attaining  this  wifdom,  diligently  to  dudy  the 
hiflories  of  other  countries.  You  will  there  find  all  the  arts, 
that  can  poffibly  be  pra&ifed  by  cunning  rulers,  or  falfe  patriots 
among  yourfelves,  fo  fully  delineated,  that,  changing  names,  the 
account  would  ferve  for  your  own  times. 

It  is  pretty  well  known  on  this  continent,  that  Ireland  has, 
with  a  regular  confldency  of  injudice,  been  cruelly  treated  by 
miniders  in  the  article  of  penfions ;  but  there  are  fome  alarming 

circumdances 

“  Within  this  aft  ( ’fiatute  de  tallagio  non  concedendo)  are  all  new  offices 
erefted,  with  new  fees,  or  old  offices,  with  new  fees,  for  that  is  a  tallage  put 
upon  the  fubjeft,  which  cannot  be  done  without  common  afient  by  aft  of  par¬ 
liament.  And  this  doth  notably  appear  by  a  petition  in  parliament  in  anno  15 
II.  IV.  where  the  commons  complain,  that  a»  office  was  erefted  for  meafurage 
of  cloths  and  canvas,  with  a  new  fee  for  the  fame,  by  colour  of  the  king’s 
letters  patents,  and  pray  that  thefe  letters  patents  may  be  revoked,  for  that 
the  king  could  ere&  no  offices  with  new  fees  to  be  taken  of  the  people,  who 
m3y  not  fo  be  charged  but  by  parliament.”  2 d  I*Ji,  p,  533. 
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circumftances  relating  to  that  fubjeft,  which  I  wi(h  to  have  better 
known  among  us. 

|  The  revenue  of  the  crown  there  arifes  principally  from  the 
Excife  granted  i(  for  pay  of  the  army,  and  defraying  other  public 
charges ,  in  defence  and  prefers  ation  of  the  kingdom  ” - from  the  ton¬ 

nage  and  additional  poundage  granted  “  for  protecting  the  trade  of 
the  kingdom  at  fea ,  and  augmenting  the  public  revenue  ” — from  the 
hearth  money  granted— as  a  “  public  revenue,  for  public  charges 
and  expences .”  There  are  fome  other  branches  of  the  revenue,  con¬ 
cerning  which  there  is  not  any  exprefs  appropriation  of  them  for 
public  fervice,  but  which  were  plainly  fo  intended. 

Of  thefe  branches  of  the  revenue  the  crown  is  only  truftee  for  the 
public..  They  are  unalienable.  They  are  inapplicable  to  any 
other  purpofes,  but  thofe  for  which  they  were  eftablifhed  ;  and 
therefore  are  not  legally  chargeable  with  penfions. 

There  is  another  kind  of  revenue,  which  is  a  private  revenue. 
This  is  not  limited  to  any  public  ufes;  but  the  crown  1ms  the  fame 
property  in  it,  that  any  perfon  has  in  his  eftate.  This  does  not 
amount,  at  the  moll,  to  Fifteen  Thoujand  Pounds  a  year,  piobably 
not  to  Seven,  and  is  the  only  revenue,  that  can  be  legally  charged 
with  penfions. 

If  minifters  were  accuftomed  to  regard  the  rights  or  happinefs 
of  the  people,  the  penfions  in  Ireland  would  not  exceed  the  fum 
juft  mentioned  :  But  long  fince  have  they  exceeded  that  limit  ;  and 
in  December  1765,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons 

G  2  in 

£  An  enquiry  into  the  legality  of  penfions  on  the  Irtfh  cftabiifhmcnt,  by 
Alexander  M'Aulay,  Efq;  one  of  the  King’s  council, 

Mr.  M‘Aulay  concludes  his  piece  in  the  following  beautiful  manner.  “  If 
any  penfions  have  been  obtained  on  that  eftablifhment,  to  serve  the  corrupt 

purposes  OF  ambitious  men. - If  his  Majefty’s  revenues  of  Ireland  have 

been  employed  in  penfions,  to  debauch  his  Majesty’s  subjects  ofbotli 

kingdoms. - If  the  treafure  of  Ireland  has  been  expended  in  penfions,  for 

corrupting  men  of  that  kingdom  to  betray  their  country; 
and  men  of  the  neighbouring  kingdom  to  betray  both.— -If  Irijh  penfions  have 
been  procured,  to  support  gamesters  and  gaming-houses;  pro¬ 
moting  a  vice  which  threatens  national  ruin. ---If  penfions  have  been  purloined 
out  of  the  national  treafure  of  Leland,  under  the  mask  of  salaries  an¬ 
nexed  to  public  offices,  useless  to  the  nation;  newly  invented, 
for  the  purposes  of  C0RRUPTI0N.--If  Ireland ,  juft-  beginning  to  recover 
from  the  devaflations  of  maHacre  and  rebellion,  be  obftru&ed  in  the  progtefs  of 
her  cure,  by  swarms  of  pensionary  vultures  preying  on  mf.r 
vitals.— If,  by  fquandering  the  national  fubflancc  of  Leland ,  in  a  licen¬ 
tious,  unbounded  profusion  of  pensions,  jnflc2d  ot  employing  it  in 
nourishing  and  improving  her  infant  agriculture ,  trade  and  mar.ufablut es,  or  in 
enlightening'’^  reforming  her  poor ,  ignorant ,  deluded,  mifcrable  natives  (by  natute 

moft  amiable,  moll  valuable,  moll  worthy  of  public  attention) . If  ly  jucb 

abufe  of  the  national  fubjlance ,  Jlotb  and  naflinefs ,  cold  and  hunger,  nakedrsefs  and 
•zuretebednefsy  popery,  depopulation  and  barbarijm,  hill  maintain  iheii  L  found; 
fill  deform  a  country  abounding  with  all  tbe  riches  of  nature,  yet  hitherto  deflined 
to  beggary. —  If  such  pensions  be  found  on  the  Irijh  cllabli/hmcnt  ;  let  fuch 
.  be  cut  off ;  And  let  the  perfidious  advifers  be  branded"  with  indelible  charafters 
of  public  infamy ;  adequate,  if  poffible,  to  the  difhonour  of  their  crime.” 
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in  that  kingdom,  to  addrefs  his  Majefly  on  the  great  increafe  of 
penlions  on  the  Irijb  eilablifhment,  amounting  to  the  fum  of 
158,685  k — in  the  laft  two  years. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  glofs  over  thefe  grofs  encroach¬ 
ments,  by  this  fpecious  argument - “  That  expending  a  compe¬ 

tent  part  of  the  public  revenue  in  penfions,  from  a  principle 
of  charity  or  generofity,  adds  to  the  dignity  of  the  crown  ;  and  is 
therefore  ufeful  to  the  public.’*  To  give  this  argument  any 
weight,  it  muft  appear,  that  the  penfions  proceed  from  44  charity 
or  generof%ty  only”- — and  that  it  44  adds  to  the  dignity  of  the 
crown,”  to  a£i  directly  contrary  to  law.— — 

From  this  conduct  towards  Ireland ,  in.  open  violation  of  law, 
we  may  ealily  forefee  what  we  may  expedl,  when  a  minifler  will 
have  the  whole  revenue  of  America  in  his  own  hands,  to  be  difpofed 
of  at  his  own  pleafure  :  For  all  the  monies  raifed  by  the  late  act 
are  to  be  4 4  applied  by  virtue  of  warrants  under  the  fign  manual, 
counterfigned  by  the  high  treafurer,  or  any  three  of  the  conimif- 
fioners  of  the  treafury.”  The  44  residue  ”  indeed  is  to  be  44  paid 
into  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  and  to  be  difpofed  of  by  par¬ 
liament.”  So  that  a  minilter  will  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  take 
care,  that  there  lhall  be  no  44  refidue,”  and  he  is  fuperior  to  all 
controul. 

Besides  the  burden  of  penfions  in  Ireland ,  which  have  enor- 
moufly  encreafed  within  thefe  few  years,  almoft  all  the  offices  in 
that  poor  kingdom,  have  been,  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  century,  and  now  are  bellowed  upon  firangers.  For  tho* 
the  merit  of  perfons  born  there,  judly  raifes  them  to  places  of 
high  trull  when  they  go  abroad,  as  all  Europe  can  witnefs,  yet  he 
is  an  uncommonly  lucky  Irijhman ,  who  can  get  a  good  poll  in  his 
native  country . 

When  I  confider  the  *  manner  in  which  that  illand  has  been 
uniformly  deprelFed  for  fo  many  years  pall,  with  this  pernicious 

particularity 

*  In  Charles  the  Second's  time,  the  houfe  of  commons,  influenced  by  fome 
factious  demagogues,  were  refolved  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Irijh  cattle 
into  England.  Among  other  arguments  in  favor  of  Ireland  it  was  infilled— 
4i  That  by  cutting  off  almoll  entirely  the  trade  between  the  kingdoms,  all 
the  natural  bands  of  union  were  dissolved,  and  nothing  remained 
4o  keep  the  Irijh  in  their  duty,  but  force  and  •violence.” 

44  The  king  (fays  Mr.  Humey  in  his  hiftory  of  England )  was  fo  convinced 
of  the  juftnefs  of  thefe  reafons,  that  he  ufed  all  his  interefl:  to  oppofe  the  bill, 
and  he  openly  declared,  that  he  could  not  give  his  affent  to  it  with  a  fafe  con¬ 
science.  But  the  commons  were  refolute  in  their  purpofe.” - 44  And  the  fpirit 

of  ffi T  R  A  N  NYy  of  •which  nations  are  as  Jufceptible  as  individuals,  had 
animated  the  Englifh  extremely  to  exert  their  superiority  over  their 
dependent  fate.  No  affair  could  be  conducted  with  greater  violence  than  this 
by  the  commons.  They  even  went  fo  far  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  as  to 
declare  the  importation  of  Irijh  cattle  to  be  a  n  usance.  By  this  expreffion 
they  gave  fcope  to  their  paf  ion ,  and  at  the  fame  time  barred  the  king' s  prerogative , 
by  which  he  might  think  hiailelf  intit  led  to  difpenfe  with  a  law,  so  full 


of 
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particularity  of  their  f  parliament  continuing  as  long  as  the  crown 
pleafes ,  I  am  aftonifhed  to  obferve  fuch  a  love  of  liberty .  dill  animat¬ 
ing  that  loyal  and  generous  nation;  and  nothing  can  raiie 
higher  my  idea  of  the  integrity  and  X  public  spirit  of  a 

people 


OF  INJUSTICE  AND  bad  policv.  The  lords  expunged  the  word,  hut  as  th« 
king  was  fenfible  that  r.o  fupply  would  be  given  by  the  commons,  unlefs  they 
were  gratified  in  all  their  prejudices,  he  was  obliged  both  to  employ  his 
intereft  with  the  peers,  to  make  the  bill  pafs,  and  to  give  the  royal  afTent  ro  it. 
He  could  not,  however,  forbear  expreffing  his  difpleafure,  at  the  jealoufy  enter¬ 
tained  againft  him,  and  at  the  intention  which  the  commons  difeovered,  oi' 
retrenching  his  prerogative. 

This  law  brought  great  distress  for  some  time  upon  Ire¬ 
land,  BUT  IT  HAS  OCCASIONED  THEIR  APPLYING  WITH  GREATER 
INDUSTRY  TO  MANUFACTURES,  AND  HAS  PROVED  IN  THE  ISSUE  BE¬ 
NEFICIAL  TO  THAT  KINGDOM.” 

Perhaps  the  fame  reafln  occafioned  the  “  barring  the  king’s  prerogative”  in 
the  late  aft  fufpending  the  legifiation  of  New-York. 

This  we  may  be  adored  of,  that  we  are  as  dear  to  his  Majrfly,  as  the  people 
of  G reat- Britain  are.  We  are  his  fubjefls  as  well  as  they,  and  as  faithful  fub- 
jehfsy  and  his  Majefty  has  given  too  many,  too  conftant  proofs  of  his  piety  and 
virtue,  for  any  man  to  think  it  pofiibie,  that  fucb  a  prince  can  make  any  un¬ 
juft  diftinftion  between  fucb  fubjebls.  it  makes  no  difference  to  his  Majefty, 
whether  fupplies  are  raifed  in  Great-Britain ,  or  America ;  but  it  makes  feme  dif¬ 
ference  to  the  commons  of  that  kingdom. 

To  fpeak  plainly  as  becomes  an  honeft  man  on  fuch  important  occafions,  all 
our  misfortunes  are  owing  to  a  lust  of  power  in  men  of  abilities  and  in¬ 
fluence.  This  prompts  them  to  feck  popularity  by  expedients  profitable  to 
themfelves,  though  ever  fo  deftruftive  to  their  country. 

Such  is  the  accurfed  nature  of  lawiefs  ambition,  and  yet - What  heart 

but  melts  at  the  thought ! - Such  falle,  deteftable  p  a t  r  i ot  s,  in  every  flatey 

have  led  their  blind,  confiding  country,  fhouting  their  applaufe9,  into  the  jaws 
of  fhame  and  ruin.  May  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  people  of  Great-Bntain , 
fave  them  from  the  ufual  fate  of  nations. 

<( - MENTEM  MORTALI  A  TANGUNT.” 

-f-  The  Jaft  Irifl)  parliament  continued  33  yeais,  during  all  the  late  King's 
reign.  *The  prefent  parliament  there  has  continued  from  the  beginning  of 
this  reign,  and  probably  will  continue  till  this  reign  ends. 

J  I  am  informed,  that  within  thefe  few  years,  a  petition  was  prefented  to 
the  houfe  of  commons,  fetting  foith,  “  that  herrings  were  imported  into  Ireland 
from  fome  foreign  parts  of  the  north  fo  cheap,  as  to  difcourage  the  Britijh 
herring  fifhery,  and  therefore  praying  that  fome  remedy  might  be  applied  in 
that  behalf  by  parliament.” 

That  upon  ibis  petition,  the  houfe  came  to  a  refolution,  to  impofe  a  duty 
of  Two  Shillings  fterling  on  every  barrel  of  foieign  herrings  imported  info 
Ireland ;  but  afterwards  dropt  the  affair,  for  fear  or  engaging  in  a 
dispute  with  Ireland  about  the  right  of  TAXING  her. 

So  much  higher  was  the  opinion,  which  the  houfe  entertained  of  the  fpirit 
of  Ireland ;  than  of  that  of  thefe  colonies. 

I  find,  in  the  laft  Engliflj  papers,  that  the  refolution  and  firmnefs  with  which 
the  people  of  Ireland  hive  lately  aflerted  their  freedom,  have  been  foalarming 
in  Great-Britain ,  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  his  fpeech  on  the  20th  of  laft  Oflo- 
ber,  “  recommended  to  that  parliam.  *,  that  fuch  provifion  may  be  made  for 
fecuring  the  judges  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  offices  and  appointments ,  during 
their  good  behavior,  as  fhall  be  thought  mod  expedient.” 

What  an  important  concefiion  is  thus  obtained,  by  making  demands  becom¬ 
ing  freemen,  with  a  courage  and  pcrfeverance  becoming  Freemen! 


people,  who  have  preferved  the  facred  fire  of  freedom  from  beine 

extinguiflied,  tho’  the  altar  on  which  it  burnt,  has  been  over- 
turned. 

In  the  fame  manner  lhall  we  unqueftionably  be  treated,  as  foon 
as  the  late  taxes  laid  upon  us,  lhall  make  pods  in  the  “  govern¬ 
ment,”  and  the  “  adminillration  of  juftice”  here,  worth  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  perfons  of  influence  in  Great-Britain.  We  know  enough 

already  to  fatisfy  us  of  this  truth.  But  this  will  not  be  the  word 
part  of  our  cafe. 

The  principals,  in  all  great  oflices,  will  refide  in  England, 
making  fome  paltry  allowance  to  deputies  for  doing  the  buiinefs 
here.  Let  any  man  confider  what  an  exhaufting  drain  this  muil  be 
upon  us,  when  minifters  are  pofleffied  of  the  power  of  creating 
what  pods  they  pleafe,  and  of  affixing  to  fuch  polls  what  falari es 
they  pleafe,  and  he  mull  be  convinced  how  deftru&ive  the  i  ate  a& 

w!“b.eV  Tbe  inJured  kingdom  lately  mentioned,  can  tell  us  the 
mifchiefs  of  absentees;  and  we  may  perceive  already  the  fame 
difpofition  taking  place  with  us.  The  government  of  New-Tcrk 
has  been  exercifed  by  a  deputy.  That  of  Virginia  is  now  held  fo ; 
and  we  know  of  a  number  of  fecretarylhips,  colledorlhips,  and 
other  offices,  held  in  the  fame  manner. 

True  it  is,  that  if  the  people  of  Great-Britain  were  not  too 
much  blinded  by  the  paffions,  that  have  been  artfully  excited  in 
their  breafts,  againft  their  dutiful  children  the  colonifts,  thefe  con- 
liderations  would  be  nearly  as  alarming  to  them  as  to  us.  The 
influence  of  the  crown  was  thought  by  wife  men,  many  years  ago, 
too  great,  by  reafon  of  the  multitude  of  penfions  and  places  be¬ 
llowed  by  it.  Thefe  have  been  valtly  encreafed  fince  ||,  and  per¬ 
haps 

If  ^ne  0<r  reafon s  urged  by  that  great  and  honeft  ftatefman,  Sir  William 

Temple ,  to  Charles  the  Second,  in  his  famous  remonftrance,  to  dififuade  him  from 
aiming  at  arbitrary  power,  was,  that  the  King  “  had  few  offices  to  beftow.” 

.  _  Hume' s  Hift.  of  England. 

Iho  the  wings  of  prerogative  have  been  dipt,  the  influence  of  the 
crown  is  greater  than  ever  it  was  in  any  period  of  our  hiftory.  For  when  we 
confider  in  how  many  boroughs  the  government  has  the  votes  at  command: 
when  we  confider  the  vafl:  body  of  perfons  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  the  inconceivable  number  of  placemen, 
and  candidates  for  places  in  the  cuftoms,  in  the  excife,  in  the  poft-office,  in 
the  dock-yards,  in  the  ordnance,  in  the  falt-office,  in  the  ftamps,  in  the  navy 
and  victualling  offices,  and  in  a  variety  of  other  departments :  when  we  con- 
hder  again  the  extenfive  influence  of  the  money  corporations,  fubfcription  iob- 
ers  and  contractors,  the  endlefs  dependencies  created  by  the  obligations  confer¬ 
red  on  the  bulk  of  the  gentlemens  families  throughout  the  kingdom,  who  have 
relations  preferred  in  our  navy  and  numerous  ftanding  army  :  when  I  fay,  we 
eon  ider  how  wide,  how  binding  a  dependence  on  the  crown  is  created  by  the 
above  enumerated  particulars,  and  the  great,  the  enormous  weight  and  influence 
which  the  crown  derives  from  this  dxtenfive  dependence  upon  its  favor  and 
power,  any  lord  in  waiting,  any  lord  of  the  bed-chamber,  any  man  may  be 
appointed  mimAer.”  3  3 

A  doctrine  to  this  effect  is  faid  to  have  been  the  advice  of  L—  H . 

Late  News  Paper. 
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haps  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  prove  that  the  people  have 
decreafed.  * 

Surely  therefore,  thofe  who  wilh  the  welfare  of  their  country, 
ought  ferioufly  to  refled,  what  may  be  the  confluence  of  fuch  a 
new  creation  of  offices,  in  the  dilpofal  of  the  crown.  The  army, 
the  adminifl  ration  of  juflice ,  and  civil  government  here,  with  fuch 
falaries  as  the  crown  ihall  pleafe  to  annex,  will  extend  minifierial 
influence  as  much  beyond  its  former  bounds,  as  the  late  war  did  the 
Britijh  dominions. 

But  whatever  the  people  of  Great-Britain  may  think  on  this 
occalion,  I  hope  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  will  unanimoufly  join 
in  this  fentiment,  that  the  late  ad  of  parliament  is  injurious  to 
their  liberty,  and  that  this  fentiment  will  unite  them  in  a  firm 
oppofition  to  it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  dread  of  the  Stamp - 
Aft  did. 

Some  perfons  may  imagine  the  fums  to  be  raifed  by  it,  are  but 
fmall,  and  therefore  may  be  inclined  to  acquiefce  under  it.  A 
condud  more  dangerous  to  freedom,  as  before  has  been  obferved, 
can  never  be  adopted.  Nothing  is  wanted  at  home  but  a  *  pre¬ 
cedent,  the  force  of  which  fliall  be  eftablifhed,  by  the  tacit  fub- 
miffion  of  the  colonies.  With  what  zeal  was  the  ftatute  ereding 
the  poll-office,  and  another  relating  to  the  recovery  of  debts  in 
America ,  urged  and  tortured,  as  precedents  in  fupport  of  the  Stamp- 
Afl,  tho’  wholly  inapplicable.  If  the  parliament  fucceeds  in  this 
attempt,  other  llatutes  will  impofe  other  duties.  Inllead  of  taxing 
ourfelves,  as  we  have  been  accultomed  to  do,  from  the  firft  fettle- 
men  t  of  thefe  provinces,  all  our  ufual  taxes  will  be  converted  into 
parliamentary  taxes  on  our  importations  ;  and  thus  the  parliament 
will  levy  upon  us  fuch  fums  of  money  as  they  chufe  to  take,  voith- 
out  any  other  limitation,  than  their  pleasure. 

We  know  how  much  labor  and  care  have  been  bellowed  by 
thefe  colonies,  in  laying  taxes  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  Ihould 
be  moll  eafy  to  the  people,  by  being  laid  on  the  proper  articles  ; 
molt  equal ,  by  being  proportioned  to  every  man’s  circumftances  ; 
and  cheapeft ,  by  the  method  direded  for  colleding  them. 

But  parliamentary  taxes  will  be  laid  on  us,  without  any  con- 
fideration,  whether  there  is  any  e after  mode.  The  only  point  re¬ 
garded  will  be,  the  certainty  of  levying  the  taxes ,  and  not  the  con¬ 
venience  of  the  people  on  whom  they  are  to  be  levied  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  all  liatutes  on  this  head  will  be  fuch  as  will  be  molt  likeK, 
according  to  the  favorite  phrafe,  “  to  execute  them/elves.” 

Taxes 


*  "  Here  may  be  obferved,  that  when  any  ancient  law  or  cuftom  of  par¬ 
liament  is  broken,  and  the  crown  poflefled  of  a  precedent ,  how  difficult  a  tbir.r 
U  n  to  rejtcre  tbe  JubjeEl  again  to  hit  F  o  r  m  k  r  f  r  k  e  do  m  and  s  a  f  e  t  y 


<( 


la  u eke  s  lnjt.  p.  C2Q. 

It  is  not.almoft  credible  to  forefee,  when  ajiy  maxim  or  fundamental  law 
of  this  realm  is  altered  (as  elfewherc'4mh  been  obferved)  what  dangerous  in - 
etnventtnetet  do  follow.  4,*  Coke's  Ufl  p.  4I. 
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Taxes  in  every  free  hate  have  been,  and  ought  to  be,  as  exa&ly 
proportio?ied  as  is  poffible  to  the  abilities  cf  thofe  who  are  to  pay  them . 
They  cannot  otherwife  be  juft .  Even  a  Hottentot  would  comprehend 
the  unreafonable?ieJ's  of  making  a  poor  man  pay  as  much  for  “  de¬ 
fending  ”  the  property  of  a  rich  man,  as  the  rich  man  pays  himfelf. 

Let  any  perfon  look  into  the  late  aCt  of  parliament,  and  he  will 
immediately  perceive,  that  the  immenfe  eftates  of  Lord  Fairfax , 
Lord  f  Baltimore ,  and  our  Proprietaries ,  which  are  amongft  his 
Majefty’s  other  “  Dominions’’  to  be  “  defended,  protected  and 
fecured  ”  by  the  aCt,  will  not  pay  a  fingle  farthing  for  the  duties 
thereby  impofed,  except  Lord  Fairfax  wants  fome  of  his  win¬ 
dows  glazed  ;  Lord  Baltimore  and  our  Proprietaries  are  quite  fecure, 
as  they  live  in  England. 

I  mention  thefe  particular  cafes,  as  ftriking  inftances  how  far 
the  late  aCt  is  a  deviation  from  that  principle  of  jufiice ,  which  has 
fo  conftantly  dilHnguilhed  our  own  laws  on  this  continent,  and 
ought  to  be  regarded  in  all  laws. 

The  third  consideration  with  our  continental  affemblies  in  lay¬ 
ing  taxes,  has  been  the  method  of  collecting  them.  This  has  been 
done  by  a  few  officers,  with  moderate  allowances,  under  the  in- 
fpedlion  of  the  refpeCtive  affemblies.  No  more  <was  raifed  from  the 
fubjed,  than  was  ufed  for  the  intended  purpofes.  But  by  the  late 
aCt,  a  minilier  may  appoint  as  many  officers  as  he  pleafes  for  collect¬ 
ing  the  taxes  ;  may  aflign  them  what  falaries  he  thinks  “  adequate ;  ” 
and  they  are  fubjeCt  to  no  infpcdion  but  his  own. 

In  fhort,  if  the  late  aCt  of  parliament  takes  effeCt,  thefe  colo- 
lonies  mull  dwindle  down  into  “  common  corporations,”  as 
their  enemies,  in  the  debates  concerning  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp- 
Ad,  frenuoufy  infefted  they  were ;  and  it  leems  not  improbable  that 
fome  future  hiftorian  may  thus  record  our  fall. 

“  The  eighth  year  of  this  reign  was  diftinguifhed  by  a  very 
memorable  event,  the  American  colonies  then  fubmitting,  for  the 
FIRST  time,  to  be  taxed  by  the  Britijh  parliament.  An  attempt 
of  this  kind  had  been  made  about  two  years  before,  but  was  de¬ 
feated  by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  feveral  provinces,  in  de¬ 
fence  of  their  liberties.  Their  behavior  on  that  occafion  rendered 
their  name  very  celebrated  for  a  fhort  time  all  over  Europe  ;  all 
hates  being  extremely  attentive  to  a  difpute  between  Great-Britain , 
and  fo  considerable  a  part  of  her  dominions.  For  as  fhe  was 
thought  to  be  grown  too  powerful,  by  the  fuccefsful  conclufion  of 
the  late  war  fhe  had  been  engaged  in,  it  was  hoped  by  many,  that 
as  it  had  happened  before  to  other  kingdoms,  civil  difcords  would 

afford 

f  Maryland  and  Perwfyl'vania  have  been  engaged  in  the  warmeft  difputes, 
in  order  to  obtain  an  equal  and  juft  taxation  of  their  Proprietors  eftates  : 
But  this  lite  a£t  of  parliament  does  more  for  thofe  Proprietors,  than  they  them- 

felves  would  venture  to  demand.  It  totally  exempts  them  from  taxation - ---- 

tho’  their  vaft  eftates  are  to  be  “  fecured”  by  the  taxes  of  other  people. 
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afford  opportunities  of  revenging  all  the  injuries  fuppofed  to  be  re* 
cewed  from  her.  However,  the  canfe  of  diifcnfion  was  removed, 
by  a  repeal  of  the  ilatute  that  had  given  otfence.  This  affair 
rendered  the  submissive  conduct  of  the  colonies  fo  foon  after, 
the  more  extraordinary  ;  there  being  no  difference  between  the  mode 
of  taxation  which  they  oppofed,  and  that  to  which  they  fubmit- 
ted,  but  this,  that  by  the  firft,  they  were  to  be  continually  remind¬ 
ed  that  they  were  taxed ,  by  certain  marks  fiamped  on  every  piece  of 
paper  or  parchment  they  ufed.  The  authors  of  that  ftatnte  tri¬ 
umphed  greatly  on  this  conduct  of  the  colonies,  and  infilled,  that 
if  the  people  of  Great-Britain  had  perfilled  in  enforcing  it,  the 
Americans  would  have  been,  in  a  few  months,  fo  fatigued  <witb  the 
efforts  of  patriotifm ,  that  they  would  have  yielded  obedience. 

Certain  it  is,  that  tho’  they  had  before  their  eyes  fo  many 
illufirious  examples  in  their  mother  country,  of  the  conjlant  fuccefs 
attending  firmnefs  and  perfeverance ,  in  oppofition  to  dangerous  en¬ 
croachments  on  liberty,  yet  they  quietly  gave  up  a  point  of  the 
last  importance.  From  thence  the  decline  of  their  freedom 
began,  and  its  decay  was  extremely  rapid;  for  as  money  was  always 
railed  upon  them  by  the  parliament,  their  ajfemblies  grew  imme¬ 
diately  ufclefsy  and  in  a  fhort  time  contemptible:  And  in  lefs  than 
one  hundred  years,  the  people  funk  down  into  that  tamenefs  and- 
fjpineneJ's  of  fpirit,  by  which'  they  dill  continue  to  be  dillin- 
guifhed.” 

Et  majores  cveflros  &  poferos  cogitate. 

Remember  your  anceuors  and  your  poderity. 

A  FARMER. 


L  E  T  T  E  R  XI. 


My  dear  Countrymen, 

IH  A  V  E  feveral  times,  in  the  courfe  of  tliefe  letters,  men¬ 
tioned  the  late  adt  of  parliament,  as  being  the  foundation  of 
future  meafures  injurious  to  thefe  colonies  ;  and  the  belief  of 
this  truth  I  wifh  to  prevail,  becaufe  I  think  it  needfary  to  our 
fafety. 

A  perpetual  jealoufy ,  refpefling  liberty,  is  abfolutely  requifite 
in  all  free  dates.  The  very  texture  of  their  conditution,  in  mixt 
governments,  demands  it.  For  the  cautions  with  which  power  is 
difiributed  among  the  feveral  orders,  imply ,  that  each  has  that  diare 
which  is  proper  for  the  general  welfare,  and  therefore  that  any 

H  further 
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further  acquisition  muft  be  pernicious.  *  Machia<vel  employs  a 
whole  chapter  in  his  difcourles,  to  prove  that  a  Hate,  to  be 
lived,  mud  be  frequently  correded,  and  reduced  to  its  hrft  prin¬ 
ciples.  But  of  all  States  that  have  exifled,  there  never  was  any, 
in  which  this  jealoufy  could  be  more  proper  than  in  thefe  colonies. 
For  the  government  here  is  not  only  rnixt,  but  dependent ,  which 
circumilance  occafions  a  peculiarity  in  its  form ,  of  a  very  delicate 
nature. 

Two  reafons  induce  me  to  defire,  that  this  Spirit  of  apprehen- 
fion  may  be  always  kept  up  among  us,  in  its  utmoft  vigilance. 
The  fird  is  this - that  as  the  happinefs  of  thefe  provinces  indu¬ 

bitably  confifts  in  their  connexion  with  Great-Britain ,  any  repara¬ 
tion  between  them  is  lefs  likely  to  be  occafioned  by  civil  difcords, 
if  every  difgufling  mealure  is  oppofed  fingly ,  and  while  it  is  new  : 
For  in  this  manner  of  proceeding,  every  fucfc  meafure  is ’mod  like¬ 
ly  to  be  rectified.  On  the  other  hand,  oppredions  and  diffatisfac- 
tions  being  permitted  to  accumulate— if  e-ver  the  governed  throw 
off  the  load,  they  will  do  more.  A  people  does  not  reform  with 
moderation.  The  rights  of  the  fubjed  therefore  cannot  be  too  often 
confidered,  explained  or  afferted  :  And  whoever  attempts  to  do 
this,  fhews  himfelf,  whatever  may  be  the  rafh  and  peevifh  reflec- 
,  dons  of  pretended  wifdom,  and  pretended  duty,  a  friend  to  thofe 
who  injudicioufly  exercife  their  power,  as  well  as  to  them ,  over 
whom  it  is  fo  exercifed. 

FTad  all  the  points  of  prerogative  claimed  by  Charles  the  Fird, 
been  fep'arately  conteded  and  fettled  in  preceding  reigns,  his  fate 
vyould  in  all  probability  have  been  very  different ;  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  would  have  been  content  with  that  liberty  which  is  compatible 
With  regal  authority.  But  f  he  thought,  i$ would  be  as  dangerous 
for  him  to  give  up  the  powers  which  at  any  time  had  been  by 
ufurpadon  exercifed  by  the  crown,  as  thofe  that  were  legally  veiled 
in  it.  This  produced  an  equal  excefs  on  the  part  of  the  people. 
For  when  their  paftions  were  excited  by  multiplied  grievances,  they 
thought  it  would  be  as  dangerous  for  them  to  allow  the  powers 
that  were  legally  veded  in  the  crown,  as  thofe  which  at  any  time 
had  been  by  ufurpation  exercifed  by  it.  Ads,  that  might  by  them- 
felves  have  been  upon  many  condderations  excufed  or  extenuated, 
derived  a  contagious  malignancy  and  odium  from  other  ads,  with 
which  they  were  conneded.  They  were  not  regarded  according 

to 

*  Macb'uTveV s  Difcottrfes - Boook  3.  Chap.  1. 

f  The  author  is  fenfible,  that  this  is  putting  the  gentled  condruftion  on 
Charles's  conduit ;  and  that  is  one  reafon  why  he  choofes  it.  Allowances  ought 
to  be  made  for  the  errors  of  thofe  men,  who  are  acknowledged  to  have  been 
poffefled  of  many  virtues.  The  education  of  this  unhappy  prince,  and  his  con¬ 
fidence  in  men  not  fo  good  or  wife  as  himfelf,  had  probably  filled  him  with  mi- 
daken  notions  of  his  own  authority,  and  of  the  conferences  that  would  attend 
concedions  of  any  kind  to  a  people,  who  were  reprefented  to  him,  as  aiming  at 
too  much  power. 
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to  the  fimple  force  of  each,  but  as  parts  of  a  fyftem  of  oppreflion. 
Every  one  therefore,  however  fmall  in  itfelf,  became  alarming,  as 
an  additional  evidence  of  tyrannical  defigns.  It  was  in  vain  for 
prudent  and  moderate  men  to  infill,  that  there  was  no  neceflity  to 
abolifh  royalty.  Nothing  lefs  than  the  utter  dellru&ion  of  monar¬ 
chy,  could  fatisfy  thofe  who  had  buffered,  and  thought  they  had 
reafon  to  believe,  they  always  Jhould  buffer  under  it. 

The  confequences  of  thebe  mutual  diftrufls  are  well  known  :  But 
there  is  no  other  people  mentioned  in  hillory,  that  I  recollect,  who 
have  been  fo  conflantly  watchful  of  their  liberty,  and  bo  buccebslul 
in  their  llruggles  for  it,  as  the  Englijh.  This  confideration  leads 
me  to  the  fecond  reafon,  why  I  “  defire  that  the  fpirit  of  appre- 
henfion  may  be  always  kept  up  among  us  in  its  utmoll  vigilance.” 

The  ftrit  principles  of  government  are  to  be  looked  for  in 

human  nature.  Some  of  the  bell  writers  have  afferted,  and  it 

feems  with  good  reafon,  that  “  government  is  founded  on  l  ofi- 
>> 

nion. 

Custom  undoubtedly  has  a  mighty  force  in  producing  opinion , 
and  reigns  in  nothing  more  arbitrarily  than  in  public  allairs.  It 
gradually  reconciles  us  to  objects  even  of  dread  *  and  dctcllation  * 
and  I  cannot  but  think  thefe  lines  of  Mr.  Pope  as  applicable  to 
vice  in  politics ,  as  to  vice  in  ethics. - 

“  Vice  is  a  monfler  of  fo  horrid  mien, 

“  As  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  been  ; 

“  Yet  feen  too  oft ,  familiar  with  her  face, 

“  We  fir  ft.  endure,  then  pity-,  then  embrace." 

When  an  a£l  injurious  to  freedom  has  been  once  done,  and  the 
people  bear  it,  the  repetition  of  it  is  mod  likely  to  meet  with  /^~ 
miffion.  For  as  the  7nifchief  of  the  one  was  found  to  be  tolerable, 
they  will  hope  that  of  the  fecond  will  prove  bo  too ;  and  they  will 
not  regard  the  infamy  of  the  laft,  becaube  they  are  flained  with  that 
of  the  firft. 

Indeed  nations,  in  general,  are  not  apt  to  think  until  they  fed ; 
and  therefore  nations  in  general  have  loll  their  liberty  :  For  as 
violations  of  the  rights  of  the  governed,  are  commonly  not  only 

H  2  fpeciousy 

I  u  Opinion  is  of  two  kinds,  viz.  opinion  of  interest,  and  opinion  of 
right.  By  opinion  of  interejl ,  I  chiefly  underhand,  the  Jenfe  of  the  public  ad¬ 
vantage  which  is  reaped  from  government’,  together  with  the  periuafinn,  that  the 
particular  government  which  is  eflabliflicd,  is  equally  advantageous  with  any 
other,  that  could  be  eafily  fettled.  ' 

il  Right  is  of  two  kinds,  right  to  power,  and  right  to  property.  What  pre¬ 
valence  opinion  of  the  firft  kind  has  over  mankind,  may  eafily  be  underftood,  by 
obferving  the  attachment  which  all  nations  have  to  ilwir  antient  government, 
and  even  to  thofe  names  which  have  had  the  fanttion  of  antiquity.  Antiquity 

always  begets  the  opinion  of  right.' - c<  It  is  fuflicicnlly  underftood,  that  the 

opinion  of  right  to  property,  is  of  the  greateft  moment  in  ail  matters  of  govern¬ 
ment.”  Ilun.ts  EJJ'jys. 
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*  Specious,  but  J-, mall  at  the  beginning,  they  fpread  over  the  mul¬ 
titude  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  touch  individuals  but  flightly. 
f  I  hus  they  are  disregarded.  The  power  or  profit  that  arifes  from 
thefe  violations,  centering  in  fe<w  perfons ,  is  to  them  confiderable. 
b  or  this  reafon  the  governors  having  in  view  their  particular  pur- 
pofes,  fucceflively  preferve  an  uniformity  of  conduct  for  attaining 
them.  They  regularly  encreafe  the  firft  injuries,  till  at  length  the 
inattentive  people  are  compelled  to  perceive  the  heavinefs  of  their 

burthens. - ft  hey  begin  to  complain  and  enquire - but  too  late. 

They  find  their  oppreiiors  fo  ftrengthened  by  fuccefs,  and  them- 
felves  fo  entangled  in  examples  ot  exprefs  authority  on  the  part  of 
their  rulers,  and  of  tacit  recognition  on  their  own  part,  that  they 
are  quite  confounded  :  For  millions  entertain  no  other  idea  of  the 
legality  of  power,  than  that  it  is  founded  on  the  exsrci/e  of  power. 
I  hey  voluntarily  fallen  their  chains,  by  adopting  a  pufillanimous 
cpimon ,  “  that  there  will  be  too  much  danger  in  attempting  a  re¬ 
medy,” - or  another  opinion  no  iefs  fatal,— — e<  that  the  govern¬ 

ment  has  a  right  to  treat  them  as  it  does.”  They  then  feek  a 
wretched  relief  for  their  minds,  by  perfuading  themfelves,  that  to 
yield  their  obedience ,  is  to  difcharge  their  duty.  The  deplorable 
poverty  of  fpirit ,  that  proftrat.es  all  the  dignity  bellowed  by  divine 
providence  on  our  nature — of  courfa  fucceeds . 

From  thefe  reflections  I  conclude,  that  every  free  ftate  fhould 
inceilantly  watch,  and  inftantly  take  alarm  on  any  addition  being 
made  to  the  power  exercifed  over  them.  Innumerable  inftances 
might  be  produced  to  fhevv,  from  what  flight  beginnings  the  moft 
extenfive  confequences  have  flowed:  But"  I  fhall  feled  two  only 
from  the  hiftory  of  England. 

Henry  the  Seventh  was  the  firfi  monarch  of  that  kingdom, 
who  eftablifhed  a  standing  eody  of  armed  men.  This  was  a 
band  of  fifty  archers,  called  yeomen  of  the  guard:  And  this  in- 
ftitution,  notwithftaxiding  the  fmallnefs  of  the  number,  was,  to 
prevent  difcontent,  |j  “  difguifed  under  pretence  of  majelly  and 
grandeur.”  In  1684  the  Handing  forces  were  fo  much  augmented, 

that 

*  Omnia  mala  exempla  ex  bonis  initiis  orta  funt. 

Sallust.  Bell.  Cat.  S.  50. 

ft  “  The  republic  is  always  attacked  with  greater  vigor,  than  it  is  defended: 
For  the  audacious  and  profligate y  prompted  by  their  natural  enmity  to  it,  are 
eafily  impelled  to  a&  by  the  leaf  nod  of  their  leaders  :  Whereas  the  honeft,  1 
know  not  why,  aie  generally  Jloxu  and  unwilling  to  ftirj  and  negleEiing  always 
the  BEGINNINGS  of  things,  are  never  roujed  to  exert  themfelves,  but  by  the 
\afi  nccefity :  So  that  through  irresolution  and  delay,  when  they  would 
be  glad  to  compound  at  laffc  for  their  c^uiet,  at  the  expence  even  of  their 
honor,  they  commonly  lofe  them  ?oth.”  Cicero’s  Orat.  far  Sextius. 

Such  were  the  fentiments  of  this  great  and  excellent  man,  whofe  vaft  abilities* 
calamities  of  hfs  country  during  his  time,  enabled  him,  by  mournful 

experience,  to  form  a  juit  judgment  on  the  conduit  of  the  friends  and  enemies 
of  liberty. 

[I  Rapid s  Hiftoryof  England . 
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that  Rapin  fays— “  The  king,  in  order  to  make  his  people  fully 
fetifble  of  their  new  flawy,  affeded  to  mufter  his  troops,  which 
amounted  to  4000  well  armed  and  difciplined  men.”  I  think  our 
army,  at  this  time,  confifts  of  more  than  fe-venty  regiments. 

The  method  of  taxing  by  excise  was  firft  introduced  amidft 
the  convullions  of  the  civil  wars.  Extreme  neceffity  was  pretended 
for  it,  and  its  fhort  continuance  promifed.  After  the  reft  oration, 
an  excife  upon  beer,  ale  and  other  liquors,  was  granted  to  die 
f  king,  one  half  in  fee,  die  ether  for  life,  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  court  of  wards.  Upon  James  the  Second’s  acceffion,  the  par¬ 
liament  §  gave  him  the  fir  ft  excife,  with  an  additional  duty  on  wine, 
tobacco ,  and  feme  other  things.  Since  the  revolution  it  has  been 
extended  to  fait,  candles,  leather,  hides,  hops,  foap,  paper,  pafte- 
boards,  mill-boards,  feale-boards,  vellum,  parchment,  it  arch,  Iriks, 
calicoes,  linens,  fluffs,  printed,  ftained,  wire,  wrought  plate, 
coffee,  tea,  chocolate,  &c. 

Thus  a  funding  army  and  excife  have,  from  their  firft  (lender 
Origins,  tho’  always  hated ,  always  feared,  always  oppojed,  at  length 
fwelled  up  to  their  vaft  prefent  bulk. 

These  fads  are  fufftcient  to  fupport  what  I  have  faid.  V1  is 
true,  that  all  the  mifehiefs  apprehended  by  our  anceilors  from  a 
funding  army  and  excife,  have  not  yet  happened :  But  it  does  not 
follow  from  thence,  that  they  will  not  happen.  The  iuftde  of  a 
houfe  may  catch  fire,  and  the  moil  valuable  apartments  be  ruined, 
before  the  flames  burft  out.  The  queftion  tn  thefe  cafes  is  not, 
what  evil  has  athuilly  attended  particular  meafures — but,  what  evil, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  is  likely  to  attend  them.  Certain  circum- 
ftances  may  for  fome  time  delay  e  lie  els,  that  were  reafonably  expect¬ 
ed,  and  that  mufi  enfue.  There  was  a  long  period,  after  the  Ro¬ 
mans  had  prorogued  his  command  to  *  $>.  Puhhlius  Philc,  before 
that  example  deftroved  their  liberty.  All  our  kings,  from  the  re¬ 
volution  to  the  prelent  reign,  have  been  foreigners.  Their  minijhrs 
generally  continued  but  a  fhort  time  in  authority  |  ;  and  they 
themfclves  were  mild  and  virtuous  princes. 

A  BOLD 


-f-  12  Char.  II.  Chap.  23  and  24. 

^  1  James  II.  Chap.  1  and  4. 

*  In  the  year  of  the  city  428,  “  Duo  finguhria  hiec  ci  viro  primum  con- 
tigere  ;  prorogatio  imperii  non  ante  in  ullo  fadla,  et  a£to  honore  triumphus.’* 
Liv.  B.  8.  Chap.  23.  26. 

“  Had  the  reft  of  the  Roman  citizens  imitated  the  example  of  L.  Quinfius, 
who  reftifed  to  have  his  confulftiip  continued  to  him,  they  had  never  admitted 
that  cuftom  of  proroguing  of  magiftrates,  and  then  the  prolongation  of  their 
commands  in  the  army  had  never  been  introduced,  which  very  thing  was  at 
length  the  ruin  of  that  commonwealth."  Macbiavel's  Difcourfcs,  B.  3.  Chap.  24. 

£  I  dont'know  but  it  may  be  faid,  with  a  good  deal  of  reaion,  that  a  quick 
rotation  of  minifters  is  very  dcfirable  in  Great-  Britain.  A  mmiftcr  there  lu;  a 
vaft  ftore  of  materials  to  work  with.  Long  gldminifl rations  axe  rather  favorable  to 
the  reputation  of  a  people  abroad,  than  to  their  liberty. 
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A  BOLD,  ambitious  prince,  poffefled  of  great  abilities ,  firmly 
fixed  in  his  throne  by  defcent ,  ferved  by  minifters  like  himfelf. \  and 
rendered  either  venerable  or  terrible  by  th z  glory  of  his  fuccejjes ,  may 
execute  what  his  predeceffors  did  not  dare  to  attempt.  Henry  the 
Fourth  tottered  in  his  feat  during  his  whole  reign.  Henry  the  Fifth 
drew  the  ill  eng  th  of  that  kingdom  into  France ,  to  carry  on  his  wars 
there,  and  left  the  commons  at  home,  protelHnst ,  “  that  the  Deonle 

were  not  bound  to  ferve  out  of  the  realm.-  P  P 

It  is  true,  that  a  itrong  fpirit  of  liberty  fubfills  at  prefent  in 
Great- Britain,  but  what  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  the  temper  of  a 
people,  when  the  prince  is  poffefled  of  an  unconftitutional  power, 
our  own  hiftory  can  fufnciently  inform  us.  When  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond  had  flrengthened  himfelf  by  the  return  of  the  garrifon  of 
Tangier,  “  England  (fays  Rapid)  faw  on  a  fudden  an  amazing  re¬ 
volution  ;  faw  herfelf  Jlripped  of  all  her  rights  and  privileges,  except¬ 
ing  fuch  as  the  king  fhould  vouchfafe  to  grant  her:  And' what  is 
more  aftonijhing,  the  Englifh  themfelves  delivered  up  thefe  very 
rights  and  privileges  to  Charles  the  Second,  which  they  had  fo  paf- 
fionately,  and,  if  I  may  fay  it,  furioufly  defended  again!!  the  deffgns 
of  Char  les  the  Firft.  This  happened  only  thirty— fix  years  after 
this  laft  prince  had  been  beheaded. 

Some  perfons  are  of  opinion,  that  liberty  is  not  violated,  but 
hy  fuch  open  a£ts  of  force ;  but  they  feem  to  be  greatly  miftaken.  I 
could  mention  a  period  within  thefe  forty  years,  when  almofl  as  great 
a  change  of  difpofition  was  produced  by  the  secret  meafures  of 
a  long  adminiftration,  as  by  Charles's  violence.  Liberty,  perhaps, 
is  never  expofed  to  fo  much  danger,  as  when  the  people  believe 
there  is  the  lead  ;  for  it  may  be  fubverted,  and  yet  they  not  think  fo. 

Public  difgufting  afts  are  feldom  praftifed  by  the  ambitious, 
at  the  beginning  of  their  defigns.  Such  conduft  filences  and  dif- 
courages  the  weak,  and  the  wicked,  who  would  otherwife  have 
been  their  advocates  or  accomplices .  It  is  of  great  confequence,  to 
flHow  thofe  who,  upon  any  account,  are  inclined  to  favor  them, 
fomething  fpecious  to  fay  in  their  defence.  Their  power  may  be 
fully  eftablifhed,  tho’  it  would  not  be  fafe  for  them  to  do  whatever 
they  pleafe .  For  there  are  things,  which,  at  fome  times,  even 
faves  will  not  bear.  Julius  Caefar ,  and  Oliver  Cromwell,  did  not 
dare  to  affume  the  title  of  king.  Fhe  Grand  Seignor  dares  not  lay 
a  new  tax.  The  king  of  France  dares  not  be  a  proteftant.  Cer¬ 
tain  popular  points  may  be  left  untouched,  and  yet  freedom  be  ex- 
tinguifhed.  The  commonalty  of  Venice  imagine  themfelves  free, 
becaufe  they  are  permitted  to  do  what  they  ought  not.  But  I 
quit  a  fubjeft,  that  would  lead  me  too  far  from  iny  purpofe. 

By  the  late  a 61  of  pailiament,  taxes  are  to  be  levied  upon  us, 
for  “  defraying  the  charge  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice— -the 
lupport  of  civil  government  and  the  expences  of  defending  his 
Majefty’s  dominions  in  America." 


If 
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If  any  man  doubts  what  ought  to  be  the  conduct  of  thefe  co¬ 
lonies  on  this  occafion,  I  would  alk  him  thefe  quedions. 

Has  not  the  parliament  exprejly  avowed  their  intention  of 
raifing  money  from  us  for  certain  purposes  ?  Is  not  this  fchemc 
popular  in  Great- Britain  ?  Will  the  taxes,  impofcd  by  the  late  aft, 
anfwer  thofe  purpofes  ?  If  it  will,  mult  it  not  take  an  immenfe  fum 
from  us  ?  If  it  will  not,  is  it  to  be  expected,  that  the  parliament 
will  not  fully  execute  their  intention  when  it  is  pleafing  at  home , 
and  not  oppofed  here  ?  Mull  not  this  be  done  by  impofing  new 
taxes?  Will  not  every  addition,  thus  made  to  our  taxes,  be  an  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  power  of  the  Britijh  legiflature,  by  increafing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  officers  employed  in  the  colleftion  ?  Will  not  every  addition¬ 
al  tax  therefore  render  it  more  dijficult  to  abrogate  any  of  them  ? 
When  a  branch  of  revenue  is  once  eilablilhed,  does  it  not  appear 
to  many  people  invidious  and  undutiful ,  to  attempt  to  abolilh  it  ? 
If  taxes,  fufficient  to  accompli Jh  the  intention  of  the  parliament, 
are  impofed  by  the  parliament,  what  taxes  will  remain  to  be  impo- 
fed  by  our  alfemblies  ?  If  no  material  taxes  remain  to  be  impofed  by 
them,  what  mud  become  of  them ,  and  the  people  they  reprefent  ? 

*  “  If  any  perfon  confiders  thefe  things,  and  yet  thinks  our 
liberties  are  in  no  danger,  I  wonder  at  that  perfon’s  fecurity.” 

One  other  argument  is  to  be  added,  which,  by  itfelf,  I  hope,  will 
be  fufficient  to  convince  the  mod:  incredulous  man  on  this  con¬ 
tinent,  that  the  late  aft  of  parliament  is  only  dcfigned  to  be  a  pre¬ 
cedent,  whereon  the  future  vadalage  of  thefe  colonies  may  be 
edabliffied. 

Every  duty  thereby  laid  on  articles  of  Britijh  manufacture,  is 
laid  on  fome  commodity,  upon  the  exportation  of  which  from 
Great-Britain ,  a  drawback  is  payable.  Thofe  drawbacks ,  in  molt 
of  the  articles,  are  exactly  double  to  the  duties  given  by  the  late  aft. 
The  parliament  therefore  might,  in  half  a  dozen  lines ,  have  raifed 
much  more  money,  only  by  fopping  the  drawbacks  in  the  hands 
of  the  officers  at  home,  on  exportation  to  thefe  colonies,  than  by 
this  folemn  impofition  of  taxes  upon  us,  to  be  collefted  here.  Pro¬ 
bably,  the  artful  contrivers  of  this  aft  formed  it  in  this  manner, 
in  order  to  referve  to  themfelves,  in  cafe  of  any  objeftions  being 
made  to  it,  this  fpecious  pretence — “  that  the  drawbacks  are 
gifts  to  the  colonies,  and  that  the  late  aft  only  lelfens  thofe  gifts.” 
But  the  truth  is,  that  the  drawbacks  are  intended  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  and  promotion  of  Britijh  manufaftures  and  commerce, 
and  are  allowed  on  exportation  to  any  foreign  parts ,  as  well  as  on 
exportation  to  thefe  provinces.  Behdes,  care  has  been  taken  to 
flide  into  the  aft,  fome  articles  on  which  there  are  no  drawbacks. 
However,  the  whole  duties  laid  by  the  late  aft  on  all  the  articles 
therein  fpecified  are  Jo  finally  that  they  will  not  amount  to  as  muck 
as  the  drawbacks  which  are  allowed  on  part  of  them  only.  If 

therefore, 


\ 


*  Demofthenes’s  zd  Philippic 
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therefore,  the  fum  to  be  obtained  by  the  late  aft,  had  been  the  foie 
objefl  in  forming  it,  there  would  not  have  been  any  occafion  for 
“  the  commons  of  Great-Britain ,  to  give  and  grant  to  his 
Majefty  rates  and  duties  for  raijing  a  revenue  in  his  M ape  fly's 
dominions  in  America,  for  making  a  more  certain  and  adequate 
provifion  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  adminiitration  of  juftice, 
the  fupport  of  civil  government,  and  the  expence  of  defending  the 
faid  dominions — nor  would  there  have  been  any  occafion  for  an 
f  expenfive  board  of  coinmiiiioners,  and  all  the  other  new  charges 
to  which  we  are  made  liable. 

Upon  the  whole,  for  my  part,  I  regard  the  late  att  as  an  expe¬ 
riment  made  of  our  difpofition.  It  is  a  bird  fent  out  over  the  wa¬ 
ters,  to  difcover,  whether  the  waves,  that  lately  agitated  this  part 
of  the  world  with  fuch  violence,  are  yet  J'ubJided .  If  this  adven¬ 
turer  gets  footing  here,  we  fhall  quickly  find  it  to  be  of  the 
X  kind  deicribed  by  the  poet. - 

“  hifelix  vates 

A  direful  foreteller  of  future  Calamities. 

A  FARMER. 

f  The  expence  of  this  board,  I  am  informed,  is  between  Four  and  Five  Thou- 
fand  Pounds  Sterling  a  year.  The  eftablifhment  of  officers,  for  collecting  the 
revenue  in  America ,  amounted  before  to  Seven  Thoufand  Six  Hundred  Pounds 
per  annum  \  and  yet,  fays  the  author  of  “  The  regulation  of  the  colonies,” 
“  the  whole  remittance  from  all  the  taxes  in  the  colonies,  at  an  average  of  thirty 
years ,  has  not  amounted  to  One  Thoufand  Nine  Hundred  Pounds  a  year,  and 
in  that  fum  Seven  or  Eight  Hundred  Pounds  per  annum  only,  have  been  re¬ 
mitted  from  North- America.” 

The  fmallnefs  of  the  revenue  arifing  from  the  duties  in  America ,  demonftrates 
that  they  were  intended  only  as  regulations  of  trade:  And  can  any 
perfon  be  fo  blind  to  truth,  fo  dull  of  apprehenfion  in  a  matter  of  unfpeakable 
importance  to  his  country,  as  to  imagine,  that  the  board  of  commiflioners  lately 
eftablifhed  at  fuch  a  charge,  is  inftituted  to  aflift  in  collecting  One  Thoufand 
Nine  Hundred  Pounds  a  year,  or  the  trifling  duties  impofed  by  the  late  aCt? 
Surely  every  man  on  this  continent  muft  perceive,  that  they  are  eftablifhed  for 
the  care  of  a  new  system  of  revenue,  which  is. but  now  begun. 

X  a  Dira  caelseno,”  &c.  Virgil ,  ALneid  3. 
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LETTER  XII. 


My  dear  Countrymen, 

SOME  ftates  have  loft  their  liberty  by  particular  accidents  : 
But  this  calamity  is  generally  owing  to  the  decay  of  virtue. 
A  people  is  travelling  faft  to  deftruttion,  when  individuals 
conftder  their  interefts  as  diftimft  from  thofe  of  the  public.  Such  no¬ 
tions  are  fatal  to  their  country,  and  to  themfelves.  Yet  how  many 
are  there,  fo  vjeak  and  fordid  as  to  think  they  perform  all  the  offices 
of  life,  if  they  earneftly  endeavor  to  encreafe  their  own  wealth, 
power ,  and  credit,  without  the  leaft  regard  for  the  fociety,  under 
the  prote&ion  of  which  they  live ;  who,  if  they  can  make  an  im- 
mediate  profit  to  themfelves,  by  lending  their  aftiftance  to  thofe,  whole 
projedts  plainly  tend  to  the  injury  of  their  country,  rejoice  in  their 
dexterity,  and  believe  themfelves  entitled  to  the  character  of  able 
politicians.  Miferable  men  !  Of  whom  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whether 
they  ought  to  be  moft  the  objects  of  pity  or  co?itcmpt :  But  whofe 
opinions  are  certainly  as  det  eft  able,  as  their  practices  are  deftrudive. 

Tho’  I  always  refleft,  with  a  high  pleafure,  on  the  integrity 
and  underftanding  of  my  countrymen,  which,  joined  with  a  pure 
and  humble  devotion  to  the  great  and  gracious  author  of  every 
blefling  they  enjoy,  will,  I  hope,  enfure  to  them,  and  their  pofte- 
rity,  all  temporal  and  eternal  happinefs ;  yet  when  I  conftder,  that 
in  every  age  and  country  there  have  been  bad  men,  my  heart,  at 
this  threatening  period,  is  fo  full  of  apprehenfton,  as  not  to  permit 
me  to  believe,  but  that  there  may  be  fome  on  this  continent, 

againfi  whom  you  ought  to  be  upon  your  guard - Men,  who  cither  * 

I  hold, 

*  It  is  not  intended  by  thefe  words,  to  throw  any  reflexion  upon  gentlemen, 
becaufe  they  are  poffefled  of  offices:  For  many  of  them  are  certainly  men  of 
virtue,  and  lovers  of  their  country.  But  fuppofed  obligations  of  gratitude,  and 
boner,  may  induce  them  to  be  filent.  Whether  thefe  obligations  ought  to  be  re¬ 
garded  or  not,  is  not  fo  much  to  be  confidered  by  others,  in  the  judgment  they 
form  of  thefe  gentlemen,  as  whether  they  think  they  ought  to  be  regarded.  Per¬ 
haps,  therefore,  we  fhall  adl  in  the  propereft  manner  towards  them,  if  we  nei¬ 
ther  reproach  nor  imitate  them.  The  perfons  meant  in  this  letter,  are  th chafe 
fpirited  ’wretches ,  who  may  endeavor  to  dijlinguifb  themfelves,  by  their  fordid  zeal 
in  defending  and  promoting  meafures,  which  they  know,  beyond  all quejlion,  to  be 
deflru&ive  to  the  jufl  rights  and  true  interefls  of  their  country.  It  is  fcarcely  pof- 
fible  to  fpeak  of  thefe  men  with  any  degree  of  patience-— It  is  fcarcely  poffible  to 

fpeak  of  them  with  any  degree  of  propriety - For  no  words  can  truly  deferibe 

their  guilt  and  meannefs—- But  every  honeft  bofom,  on  their  being  mentioned, 
will  feel  what  cannot  be  exprejftd. 

If  their  wickednefs  did  not  blind  them,  they  might  perceive  along  the  coaft 
of  thefe  colonies,  many  men,  remarkable  inftances  of  wrecked  ambition,  who 
after  difiinguijhing  themfelves  in  the  fupport  of  the  Stamp- Ad,  by  a  courageous 
contempt  of  their  country,  and  of  juftice,  have  been  left  to  linger  out  their 

miferable 
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hold,  or  expeft  to  hold  certain  advantages,  by  fetting  examples  of 
fervility  to  their  countrymen, - Men,  who  trained  to  the  employ¬ 

ment,  or  felf  taught  by  a  natural  verfatility  of  genius,  ferve  as 
decoys  for  drawing  the  innocent  and  unwary  into  lhares.  It  is  not 
to  be  doubted  but  that  fuch  men  will  diligently  beltir  themfelves 
on  this  and  every  like  occalion,  to  fpread  the  infection  of  their 
meannefs  as  far  as  they  can.  On  the  plans  they  have  adopted,  this 
is  their  courfe,  This  is  the  method  to  recommend  themfelves  to 
their  patrons. 

From  them  we  lhall  learn,  how  pleafant  and  profitable  a  thing  it 
Is,  to  be  for  our  submissive  behavior  well  fipoken  of  at  St.  James’ s% 
or  St.  Stephen’s  ;  at  Guildhall}  or  the  Royal  Exchange.  Specious 
fallacies  will  be  dreft  up  with  all  the  arts  of  delufion,  to  perfuade 
one  colony  to  difiinguijh  herfelf  from  another ,  by  unbecoming  con- 
defcenhons,  which  will  ferve  the  ambitious  purpofes  of  great  ?nen  at 
home,  and  therefore  will  be  thought  by  them  to  entitle  their  ajfiflants 
in  obtaining  them  to  conhderable  rewards. 

Our  fears  will  be  excited.  Our  hopes  will  be  awakened.  It 
will  be  infinuated  to  us,  with  a  plaufible  affectation  of  wifdom  and 

co7icern ,  how prude7it  it  is  to  pleafe  the  powerful - how  da7igerous 

to  provoke  them - and  then  comes  in  the  perpetual  incantation 

that  freezes  up  every  generous  purpofe  of  the  foul  in  cold,  ina&ive 
expe&ation— “  that  if  there  is  anyrequeft  to  be  made,  compliance 
will  obtain  a  favorable  attention.” 

Our  vigilance  and  our  union  are  fuccefs  and  fafety.  Our  negli¬ 
gence  and  our  divifon  are  difir efs  and  death.  They  are  worfe - 

They  are  Jhame  and  fiavery.  Let  us  equally  ftiun  the  benumbing 

llillnefs 

miferable  exigence,  without  a  government,  collertorfhip,  fecretaryfhip,  or  any 
other  commiflion,  to  confole  them  as  well  as  it  could ,  for  lofs  of  virtue  and  re¬ 
putation-— -while  numberlefs  offices  have  been  beftowed  in  thefe  colonies  on 
people  from  Great-Britain,  and  new  ones  are  continually  invented,  to  be  thus 
beftowed.  Asa  few  great  prizes  are  put  into  a  lottery  to  tempt  multitudes  to 
loJey  fo  here  and  there  an  American  has  been  raifed  to  a  good  poft.- — 

“  Apparent  rari  nantes  in  gurgite  vafio 

Mr.  Greenville ,  indeed,  in  order  to  recommend  the  Stamp- AEl,  had  the  unequal¬ 
led  gznzxotoy,  to  pour  down  a  golden  fliower  of  offices  upon  Americans',  and 
yet  thefe  ungrateful  colonies  did  not  thank  Mr.  Greenville  for  ftiewing  his  kind- 
nefs  to  their  countrymen,  nor  them  for  accepting  it.  How  muft  that  great 
ftatefman  have  been  furprized,  to  find,  that  the  unpolifhed  colonies  could  not 
be  reconciled  to  infamy  by  treachery?  Such  a  bountiful  difpofition  towards  us 
never  appeared  in  any  minifter  before  him,  and  probably  never  will  appear 
again:  For  it  is  evident ,  that  fuch  a  fyftem  of  policy  is  to  be  eftablifhed  on  this 
continent,  as,  in  a  ihort  time,  is  to  render  it  utterly  unnecefiary  to  ufe  the  leaft: 
art  in  order  to  conciliate  our  approbation  of  any  meafures.  Some  of  our  coun¬ 
trymen  may  be  employed  to  fix  chains  upon  us,  but  they  will  never  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  hold  them  afterwards.  So  that  the  utmoft,  that  any  of  them  can 
expert,  is  only  a  temporary  provifion ,  that  may  expire  in  their  own  time;  but 
which  they  may  he  ajjured ,  will  preclude  their  children  from  having  any  confi- 
deration  paid  to  them.  Natives  of  America  muft  fink  into  total  neglect 
and  contempt,  the  moment  that  their  country  lofes  the  conftitutiGnal 
powers  hie  now  poffdles. 
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fidllnefs  of  overweening  Jloth ,  and  the  feverifh  activity  of  that  ill' 
informed  zeal,  which  bufies  itfelf  in  maintaining  little ,  mean  and 
narrow  opinions.  Let  us,  with  a  truly  wife  generofity  and  charity , 
banifh  and  difcourage  all  illiberal  dif  indiions,  which  may  arife 
from  differences  in  ftuation ,  forms  of  government,  or  modes  of  reli¬ 
gion.  Let  us  conlider  ourfelves  as  men— freemen— Christian 
freeme  n — -Jeparated  fro?n  the  ref  of  the  world,  and  frmly  bound 
together  by  the  fame  rights,  inter efs  and  dangers.  Let  thefe  keep 
our  attention  inflexibly  fixed  on  the  great  objects,  which  we 
mull  continually  regard,  in  order  to  preferve  thofe  rights,  to 
pro?note  thofe  interefs,  and  to  avert  thofe  dangers. 

Let  thefe  truths  be  indelibly  imprefled  on  our  minds - that  we 

cannot  be  happy,  without  being  free - that  we  cannot  be  free, 

without  being  fecure  in  our  property - that  we  cannot  be  fecure  in 

our  property,  if,  voithout  our  confent,  others  may,  as  by  right ,  take 

it  away - that  taxes  itnpofed  on  us  by  parliament,  do  thus  take  it 

away - that  duties  laid  for  the  Jole  purpofe  of  raifeng  money,  are 

taxes - that  attempts  to  lay  fuch  duties  jhould  be  infantly  and  frmly 

oppofed - that  this  oppofition  can  never  be  eifectual,  unlefs  it  is  the 

united  effort  of  theje  provinces - that  therefore  benevolence  of 

temper  towards  each  other,  and  unanimity,^ counfels,  are  eflential 

to  the  welfare  of  the  whole - and  laftly,  that  for  this  reafon,  every 

man  amongfl:  us,  who  in  any  manner  would  encourage  either  dif- 
fenfon,  diffidence,  or  indifference ,  between  thefe  colonies,  is  an  ene¬ 
my  to  himfelf ',  and  to  his  country. 

The  belief  of  thefe  truths,  I  verily  think,  my  countrymen,  is 
indifpenfably  neceflary  to  your  happinefs.  I  befeech  you,  there¬ 
fore,  f  “  teach  them  diligently  unto  your  children,  and  talk  of 
them  when  you  fit  in  your  houfes,  and  when  you  walk  by  the  way, 
and  when  you  lie  down,  and  when  you  rife  up.” 

What  have  thefe  colonies  to  ajk,  while  they  continue  free? 
Or  what  have  they  to  dread,  but  infidious  attempts  to  fubvert 
their  freedom  ?  Their  profperity  does  not  depend  on  mitiiferial  fa¬ 
vors  doled  out  to  particular  provinces.  They  form  one  political  bodv, 
of  which  each  colony  is  a  member.  Their  happinefs  is  founded  on  their 
conflitution ;  and  is  to  be  promoted,  by  preferving  that  conflitu- 
tion  in  unabated  vigor,  throughout  every  part.  A  fipot,  a  fpeck  of 
decay,  however  fmall  the  limb  on  which  it  appears,  and  however 
remote  it  may  feem  from  the  vitals,  fhould  be  alarming.  We 
have  all  the  rights  requifite  for  our  profperity.  The  legal  authority 
of  Great-Britain  may  indeed  lay  hard  reftri&ions  upon  us  ;  but, 
like  the  fpear  of  Tclephus,  it  will  cure  as  well  as  wound.  Her  un- 
kindnefs  will  inftrud  and  compel  us,  after  fome  time,  to  difeover, 

in  our  induflry^  and  frugality,  furprifing  remedies - if  our  rights 

continue  unviolated :  For  as  long  as  the  products  of  our  labor,  and 

1  2  the 
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the  rewards  of  our  carey  can  properly  be  called  our  own,  fo  long  it 
will  be  worth  our  while  to  be  induftrious  and  frugal .  But  if  when 
we  plow — fow — reap — gather — and  threfh— -we  find,  that  we  plow 
— fow — reap — gather — and  threfh  for  others ,  whole  PLEASURE 
is  to  be  the  SOLE  LIMITATION  how  much  they  lhall  take , 
and  how  much  they  fhall  leave,  why  fhould  we  repeat  the  unpro¬ 
fitable  toil  ?  Horfes  and  oxen  are  content  with  that  portion  of  the 
fruits  of  their  work ,  which  their  owners  afiign  them,  in  order  to 
keep  them  ilrong  enough  to  raife  fuccefiive  crops ;  but  even  thefe 
heafts  will  not  fubmit  to  draw  for  their  m afters,  until  they  are  fub - 
dued  by  whips  and  goads. 

Let  us  take  care  of  our  rights ,  and  we  therein  take  care  of  our 
profperity .  #  “  SLAVERY  IS  EVER  PRECEDED 
BY  SLEEP.’'  Individuals  may  be  dependent  on  minifters,  if 

they  pleafe.  States  should  scorn  it  ; - and  if  you  are  not 

wanting  to  yourfelves,  you  will  have  a  proper  regard  paid  you  by 
thofe,  to  whom  if  you  are  not  refpe Stable ,  you  will  be  contemptible. 

But - - - if  we  have  already  forgot  the  reafons  that  urged  us, 

with  unexampled  unanimity,  to  exert  ourfelves  two  years  ago - if 

our  zeal  for  the  public  good  is  worn  out  before  the  homefpun  cloaths , 

which  it  caufed  us  to  have  made - if  our  refolutions  are  J'o  faint ,  as 

by  our  prelent  conduct  to  condemn  our  own  late  fuccefsful  example— 
if  we  are  not  affected  by  any  reverence  for  the  memory  of  our  an- 
celtors,  who  tranfmitted  to  us  that  freedom  in  which  they  had  been 

blefb - if  we  are  not  animated,  by  any  regard  for  polferity,  to 

whom,  by  the  moil  facred  obligations,  we  are  bound  to  deliver 

down  the  invaluable  inheritance - then,  indeed,  any  mini  ft  er - 

or  any  tool  of  a  miniher - or  any  creature  of  a  tool  of  av  minifter 

— -or  any  lower  f  infer  ument  of  J  adminiftration ,  if  lower  there  be, 
is  a  perfonage  whom  it  may  be  dangerous  to  offend. 

I  SHALL 

*  Mortefquieu  s  Spirit  of  Laws,  Book  14,  Chap.  13. 

•f  “  Inftrumenta  regni.”  Tacitus's  Ann.  Book  12,  §  66. 

X  If  any  perfon  fhall  imagine  that  he  difcovers,  in  thefe  letters,  the  leaf! 
dill i k e  of  the  dependence  of  thefe  colonies  on  Great-Britain,  I  beg  that  fuch 
perlon  will  not  form  any  judgment  on  particular  expreflions,  but  will  confider  the 
tenor  of  all  the  letters  taken  together.  In  that  cafe,  1  Hatter  myfelf,  that  every 
unprejudiced  reader  will  be  convinced ,  that  the  true  interefts  of  Great-Britain 
are  as  dear  to  me,  as  they  ought  to  be  to  every  good  fubjedl. 

If  lam  an  Enthufaf  in  any  thing,  it  is  in  my  zeal  for  the  perpetual  dependence 
Oi  thete  colonies  on  their  mother  country. — A  dependence  founded  on  mutual 
benefits,  th«y continuance  of  which  can  be  fecured  only  by  mutual  affe&iont. 
Therefore  it  is,  that  with  extreme  apprehenfion  I  view  the  fmalleft  feeds  of  dif- 
content,  which  are  unwarily  fcattered  abroad.  Fifty  or  Sixty  years  will  make 
afloni/hing  alterations  in  thefe  colonies  5  and  this  consideration  ihould  render  it 
the  l u finefs  of  Great-Britain  more  and  more  to  cultivate  our  good  difpolitions 
towai ds  tier:  But  the  misfortune  is,  that  thofe  great  men ,  who  are  wreftling  for 
power  at  home,  think  themfelves  very  flightly  interefled  in  the  profperity  of 
their  country  h  fty  or  Sixty  years  hence,  but  are  deeply  concerned  in  blowing  up 
a  popular  clamor  for  fuppofed  immediate  advantages. 

For 
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I  shall  be  extremely  forry,  if  any  man  miftakes  my  meaning 
in  any  thing  I  have  faid.  Officers  employed  by  the  crown,  are, 
while  according  to  the  laws  they  conduft  themfelves,  entitled  to 
legal  obedience,  and  fincere  refpeft.  Thefe  it  is  a  duty  to  render 
them  ;  and  thefe  no  good  or  prudent  perfon  will  withhold.  But 
when  thefe  officers,  thro’  rafhnefs  or  defign^  defire  to  enlarge  their 
authority  beyond  its  due  limits,  and  exped  improper  conceffions  to 
be  made  to  them,  from  regard  for  the  employments  they  bear, 
their  attempts  fhould  be  confidered  as  equal  injuries  to  the  crown 
and  people,  and  fhould  be  courageoufly  and  conftantly  oppofecL 
To  fufter  our  ideas  to  be  confounded  by  names  on  fuch  occalions, 
would  certainly  be  an  inexcufable  weaknefs,  and  probably  an  irre¬ 
mediable  error. 

We  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  feveral  of  his  Majefty’s  prefent 
minifters  are  good  men,  and  friends  to  our  country ;  and  it  feems 
not  unlikely,  that  by  a  particular  concurrence  of  events,  we  have 
been  treated  a  little  more  feverely  than  they  wifhed  we  fhould  be. 
They  might  not  think  it  prudent  to  ftem  a  torrent.  But  what  is 
the  difference  to  us,  whether  arbitrary  ads  take  their  rife  from 
minifters,  or  are  permitted  by  them  ?  Ought  any  point  to  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  #  a  good  minifter,  that  fhould  be  denied  to  a  bad  one  ?  The 

mortality  of  minifters,  is  a  very  frail  mortality.  A -  may 

fucceed  a  Shelburne - A - may  fucceed  a  Conway. 

We 

For  my  part,  I  regard  Great- Britain  as  a  Bulwark,  happily  fixed  between  thefe 
■colonies  and  the  powerful  nations  of  Europe.  That  kingdom  remaining  fafe, 
we,  under  its  protection,  enjoying  peace,  may  difiufe  the  blefTings  of  religion, 
fcience,  and  liberty,  thro’  remote  wildernefl'es.  It  is  therefore  inconteftably 
our  duty ,  and  our  intereji,  to  fupport  the  ftrength  of  Great-Britain.  When  con¬ 
fiding  in  that  firength,  fhe  begins  to  forget  from  whence  it  arofe,  it  will  be  an 
eafy  thing  to  fhew  the  fource.  She  may  readily  be  reminded  of  the  loud  alarm 
fpread  among  her  merchants  and  tradefmen,  by  the  univerfal  afTociation  of 
thefe  colonies,  at  the  time  of  the  Stamp- Att,  not  to  import  any  of  her  ma¬ 
nufactures. 

In  the  year  1718,  the  Rufians  and  Swedes  entered  into  an  agreement,  not  to 
fuffer  Great- Britain  to  export  any  naval  stores  from  their  dominions  but 
in  Rujfian  or  Swedijh  fhips,  and  at  their  own  prices.  Great-Britain  was  diflref- 
fed.  Pitch  and  tar  rofe  to  Three  Pounds  a  barrel.  At  length  fhe’thought  of 
getting  thefe  articles  from  the  colonies;  and  the  attempt  fuccecding,  they  fell 
down  to  Fifteen  Shillings.  In  the  year  1756,  Great-Britain  was  threatened  with 
an  invafion.  An  eafterly  wind  blowing  for  fix  weeks,  fhe  could  not  man  her 
fleet,  and  the  whole  nation  was  thrown  into  the  utmofl  confirmation.  The 
wind  changed.  The  American  fhips  arrived.  The  fleet  failed  in  ten  or  fifteen 
days.  There  are  fome  other  reflections  on  this  fubjeCt,  worthy  of  the  molt  de¬ 
liberate  attention  of  the  Britifo  parliament;  but  they  are  of  fuch  a  nature, 
that  I  do  not  chufe  to  mention  them  publicly.  I  thought  it  my  duty,  in  the 
year  1765,  while  the  Stamp-ASl  was  in  fufpence,  to  write  my  fentiments  to  a 
gentleman  of  great  influence  at  home,  who  afterwards  diflinguifhed  himfelf,  by 
efpoufing  ourcaufe,  in  the  debates  concerning  the  repeal  of  that  aCb. 

*  Ubi  imperium  ad  ignaros  aut  minus  bonos  pervenit;  novum  illud  exemplutn , 
ab  dignis  &  idoneis,  ad  indignos  6c  non  idoneos  transfertur. 

Sail,  Bell.  Cat.  §  50, 
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W e  find  a  new  kind  of  minifter  lately  fpoken  of  at  home _ 

“  The  minister  of  the  house  of  commons.”  The  term 
feems  to  have  peculiar  propriety  when  referred  to  thefe  colonies, 
nvifh  a  different  meaning  annexed  to  it ,  from  that  in  which  it  is  taken 
there.  By  the  word  “  minifter  ”  we  may  underhand  not  only  a 
fervant  op  the  crown,  but  a  man  of  influence  among  the  commons, 
who  regard  themfel/es  as  having  a  fhare  m  the  fovereignty  over  us. 
The  “  minifter  of  the  houfe  ”  may,  in  a  point  refpecting  the  co¬ 
lonies,  be  {o  ftrong,  that  the  minifter  of  the  crown  in  the  houfe, 
if  he  is  a  diftinCl  perfon,  may  not  choofe,  even  where  his  lenti- 
ments  are  favorable  to  us,  to  come  to  a  pitched  battle  upon  our 
account.  For  tho’  I  have  the  higheft  opinion,  of  the  deference  of 
the  houfe  for  the  King  s  minifter,  yet  he  may  be  fo  good  natured, 
as  not  to  pm  it  to  the  tew,  except  it  be  for  the  mere  and  immediate 
profit  of  his  mafter  or  himfelf. 

But  whatever  kind  of  minifter  he  is,  that  attempts  to  innovate 
a  Jingle  iota  in  the  privileges  of  thefe  colonies,  him  I  hope  you 
will  undauntedly  oppofe  ;  and  that  you  will  never  fuffer  yourfelves  to 
be  either  cheated  or  frightened  into  any  unworthy  obfequioujnejs.  Gn 
fuch  emergencies  you  may  furely,  without  prefumption,  believe, 
that  ALMIGH1  t  GOD  himfelf  will  look  down  upon  your 
righteous  conteft  with  gracious  approbation.  You  will  be  a 

“  band  of  brothers f  cemented  by  the  deareft  ties, - and  ftrength- 

ened  with  inconceivable  fupplies  of  force  and  conftancy,  by  that 
fympathetic  ardor,  which  animates  good  men,  confederated  in  a 
good  caufe.  Your  honor  and  welfare  will  be,  as  they  now  are,  moft 
intimately  concerned  ;  and  befides— -you  are  ajfigned  by  divine  pro¬ 
vidence,  in  the  appointed  order  of  things,  the  protestors  of  unborn 
ages,  whole  fate  depends  upon  your  virtue.  Whether  they  lhall 
arife  the  generous  and  indifputable  heirs  of  the  nobleft  patrimonies, 
or  the  dafiardly  and  hereditary  drudges  of  imperious  talk-mafters, 

YOU  MUST  DETERMINE. 

To  difcharge  this  double  duty  to yourfelves,  and  to  your  pofterity, 
you  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  call  forth  into  ufe  the  good  J'enj'e 
and  fpirit  of  which  you  are  poffeffed.  You  have  nothing  to  do, 
but  to  condud  your  affairs  peaceably— prudently— firmly— -jointly . 
By  thej'e  means  you  will  fupport  the  character  of  freemen,  without 
lofing  tha..  Ox  faithful  fubjetis  a  good^  character  in  any  govern¬ 
ment-  one  ci  the  belt  under  a  Britifh  government. - You  will 

prove ,  that  Americans  have  that  true  magnanimity  of  foul,  that  can 
relent  injuries,  without  falling  into  rage;  and  that  tho’  your 
devotion  to  Great-Britain  is  the  moft  affectionate,  yet  you  can 
make  proper  distinctions,  and  know  what  you  owe'^jw- 
J'clvi  s y  a.>  well  as  to  her  You  will,  at  the  fame  time  that  you  ad¬ 
vance  your  inter  efts,  advance  your  reputation - You  will  convince 

the  world  of  the  juftice  of  your  \ demands ,  and  the  purity  of  your 
intentions.— -As  hue  all  mankind  mull,  with  unceafing  applaufes,  con- 

fefs, 


fefs,  that  you  indeed  deserve  liberty,  who  fo  well  nnderftand  it, 
fo  pajfonatcly  love  it,  To  temperately  enjoy  it,  and  fo  wijely ,  fra-vely , 
and  <virtuoufly  ajjert ,  jnaintain ,  and  defend  it. 

“  Certe  ego  libertatem ,  ^#<2?  mibi  a  parent e  mco  tradita  efy  experiar  : 
Verum  id  frujlra  an  ob  rem  faciam ,  in  uejlra  manu  ftnm  ejly 
quirites .” 

F®r  my  part,  I  am  refolved  to  contend  for  the  liberty  delivered 
down  to  me  by  my  anceftors ;  but  whether  I  {hall  do  it  ef¬ 
fectually  or  not,  depends  on  you,  my  countrymen. 

“  How  Little  foever  one  is  able  to  write,  yet  when  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  one’s  country  are  threatened,  it  is  ftill  more  difficult 
to  be  filent.” 

A  FARMER. 

Is  there  not  the  Itrongelt  probability,  that  if  the  univerfal 
fenfe  of  thefe  colonies  is  immediately  expreifed  by  resolves  of 
the  aflemblies,  in  fupport  of  their  rights,  by  instructions  to 
their  agents  on  the  fubjecl,  and  by  petitions  to  the  crown  and 
parliament  for  redrefs,  thefe  meafures  will  have  the  fame  fuccefs 
now,  that  they  had  in  the  time  of  tire  St  amp- Ad. 

D. 


The  END. 
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